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Introducing the New Pro VI and Pro Vlx. 


MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

Titleist continues to set the standard for golf ball excellence by earning the trust of millions of 
golfers worldwide. The new Pro VI® and Pro Vlx™ provide total performance for every player. 

They deliver extraordinary distance and consistent flight. And there’s more short game 
control, even softer feel and long-lasting durability from a new patented thermoset Urethane 
Elastomer™ cover formulation. The difference is everything. The difference is for your game. 



©2015 Acushnet Company, titleist.co.nz 
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The uvrap-erDund Cup 3B0 face in the new XR Iron is supported and 
powered by a more responsive Internal Standing Wave. Its lower 
CG and increased MOI produce an incredibly flexible face that 
dramatically increases bail speed at impact. This makes the new 
XR Iron up to two clubs longer. 
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EDITORIAL 

BY HEATHER KIDD 


FORA NEW SE 




G olfs techno heads love this time of year for 
ifs when the industry announces its new 
releases to the world. One can only imagine 
the credit card transactions taking place 
across the planet as golfers seek to improve 
their game by adding the latest offerings from 
their preferred maker to their golf bags. 

We shine the spotlight on some of the hottest ticket items 
in our equipment special. 

We also feature an interview with Tiger Woods. Ifs a story 
with a difference because its angle is about his relationship 
with Nike and what goes into the making of its clubs. Ifs a 
fascinating read and shows yet another side to the former 
world No 1. 

In the story, mention is made of Tiger telling a Nike rep 
the toe of a driver was off. He was proved right... it was off 
by three-quarters of a millimetre! Nike found that out by 
testing it. Tiger worked it out by just looking at the club. It says 
something for his eye for detail and how astonishingly in-tune 
he is with the tools of his trade. 

One man who is having a difficult time coming to 
grips with his clubs as well as his life is our own 
Michael Campbell. When our writer caught 
up with the former US Open winner in Abu 
Dhabi in January he was dismayed to find the 
player in such poor form. 

Injuries have beset Cambo in recent times 
and his marriage break-up last year appears to 
have compounded his problems. If Campbell was 
hoping 2015 would kick-start a return to form he was 
sadly mistaken, as our exclusive interview reveals. 

The BMW NZ Open is just a month away and this year it 
promises to be a spectacular event. The Pro-Am format has 
lured a swag of sporting stars to Arrowtown, in particular some 
of the world’s cricketing greats who will be in New Zealand 
for the Cricket World Cup which is being co-hosted by New 
Zealand and Australia from February 14-March 29. 

We take a peek behind the scenes at The Hills to see what 
has been happening in the run-up to New Zealand’s most 
prestigious golf event and find out from owner Sir Michael Hill 
what the plans are for the course’s future. 

Of course, prior to the NZ Open, the NZPGA 
Championship makes a welcome return to our domestic scene. 
It will take place at the Remuera Golf Club. It’s great to see a 
top golf tournament back in Auckland. 


There’s a lot going on in this issue. It’s always exciting 
looking forward to a new year and to the major 
championships. Will the winners be former champions, name 
players or someone few of us have heard of? 

Lydia Ko has a new look but does she possess her same 
great game? I can’t wait to find out. 

And keep a look out for our April/May issue. We’re about 
to make some major changes of our own; you can look 
forward to a bigger, brighter, bolder magazine. 


Good golfing 


Hedher kUd 


Editor, The Cut 
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In the all-new BMW X6, every drive is a powerful statement. Its extrovert design 
commands attention; blending the presence of a X model with the athleticism of 
a coupe, and an interior that combines generous space and luxurious ambience. 


POWER 

PER SONI FIED. 

THE ALL-NEW BMW SUV X6 IS HERE. 


BMWX6 


' The Uttimate 

www.bmw.co.nz Driving Machine 


Under the bonnet the new BMW TwinPower Turbo engines are a potent mixture 


of performance and efficiency, and BMW xDrive helps to bring this power to the 


street. It is as formidable as it is unique, and with M Sport styling as standard the 


BMW X6 is sure to take centre stage. 


It’s one more reason why BMW New Zealand continues to be the number one 
selling premium vehicle for 2014 and the most awarded brand by the country’s 
automotive experts. The all-new BMWX6 puts power in your hands. Experience 
it yourself by arranging a test-drive today. 
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Lightweight, softer blend FTP for connfort. 


Lightweight, firnner blend FTF for stability. 


Lightweight, durable TPU for flexible traction. 
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Do you know your 


IRON gpMPARISON 


WhaVs 
correct shaft, 
ferine ?”^ 

It's the 

xommon question .. 
.we get'aske*d.^^K^ 


The Mizuno Shaft " 
Optimizer has 
revolutionised the.^^, 
.way we fit golf clubs: 

Come anc/^f^' 
find out your :^^ 
swing D.N.A. 


^^>THE MIZUNO SHAFT OPTIMIZER IS AVAILABLE 

• The Golf House, Takapuna Golf Shop, UK’s World of Golf, Pakuranga Golf Club, North Shore Golf Club' 

^ Waitemata Golf Club, Auckland Golf Club, Pukekohe Golf Club, Peninsula Golf Club, Full Swing 
^ Remuera Golf Club, Grange Golf Club, Pro Drive Range Hamilton,Mouht Maunganui Golf Club, Rotoma Golf Club, 
' Taranaki Golf Centre, Sharpies Golf Wellington^ Hastings Golf Club, Wellington Golf 
■ Nelson Golf Club, Sharpies Golf Christchurch, Riccarton Park Driving Range,' 

Frankton Driving Range Queenstown, Sharpies Golf Dunedin ; ' j 
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LETTERS 


HOW 

COOL 

ISKO! 



Crazy cost 


Price point 


I could scarcely believe my eyes when 
I saw the recently updated photo of 
Lydia Ko. She looks more like a pop 
princess than a golf geek! In actual fact 
she reminds me of that 1970s TV series 
where the heroine went from looking 
like a librarian to Wonder Woman where 
she whipped off her specs and did a bit 
of a twirl 

If I was a player on the LPGA Tour I’d 
be very scared. The new-look Lydia looks 
much more grown up and self-assured, 
things that will surely benefit her already 
great game. 

She gets a Perfect Ten from me! 

5 Symonds, Dunedin 


A couple of friends and I have been 
planning a trip to the North Island in April 
to play golf and we were keen to go as far 
north as Taupo because of the excellent 
courses there, in particular Wairakei and 
Kinloch. Kinloch, rated as New Zealand’s 
top course, was definitely on our Bucket 
List. Imagine our shock, however, when we 
checked the green fees. As of February 1 
a round at Kinloch is going up from $150 
to $250. How can they justify such a huge 
rise? Wairakei isn’t exactly cheap either, 
its rate is $140 for a NZ affiliated player. 
Having said that if we do now decide to 
stop off in Taupo you can guess where 
we’ll be spending our hard-earned dollars. 
Disgruntled, Nelson (name supplied) 

The Kinloch Club% response : John 
Sax bought Kinloch Club in 2011 and 
has since that time developed the 
course, its amenities and now luxury 
accommodation at his own expense. 
Our aim is to get player rounds to a 
point where the course is self-sufficient 
With this in mind we reviewed the 
course fees... we compared the 
fees of our competitors, both 
geographically and within the 
premium sector of the NZ golf 
market and consider our new fees 
are competitively priced compared 
to premium courses such as Cape 
Kidnappers, Kauri Cliffs and The 
Hills. To ensure Kinloch Club’s 
ongoing success we have set 
ourselves the challenge of 
substantially increasing our 
revenue through a mixture 
of increased prices and 
additional patronage. We 
are aware that the fee 
increase may seem large 
relative to the existing 
fee structure but we 
believe we still provide 
an excellent quality 
and value experience 
compared to others. 

From time to time we will 
offer special rates, please 
keep an eye out for these. 



I read with interest the ‘Stay and Play’ 
article (Oct/Nov) and one area where I 
believe New Zealand golf courses could 
benefit is catering better for those 
travelling here whose primary reason is not 
golf yet may fancy a round. 

I’ve always found golf in NZ easily 
accessible with the majority of green fees 
more than reasonable. However, the one 
thing that stopped me playing more golf 
was the added costs. For example, when 
in Christchurch I found a lovely club with 
a reasonable green fee of $35. However 
the experience turned sour when I had 
to borrow clubs ($30), shoes ($12) and a 
stroller ($5). The $35 was suddenly $82! 

I’m now a resident in NZ and a 
member of my local club and I should 
point out that the views expressed are 
also commonplace in my home country, 
England, and what I’ve also experienced 
in several other countries. I understand 
that clubs need to bring in several revenue 
streams but am sure there must be a 
better way. I’m not saying that these 
‘extras’ should be free, but some more 
consideration on prices may have a longer 
term benefit, not just on the course but in 
food and drink sales and the like. 

Benn Ashford, Wanaka 0 


Have something you want to say 
about golf? Email us at gallery@ 
fairfaxmedia.co.nz. Letters under 
250 words are preferred. Writers 
must provide their postal address 
(not for publication). The editor 
reserves the right to edit or 
abridge letters published. All 
writers of letters published receive 
a sleeve of TaylorMade golf balls. 
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Fueled by patented Turbulator Technology and a new face material, the G30* ^ 

adjustable driver is PING’s longest, most forgiving driver ever. In wind tunnel 
testing, crown turbulators are proven to reduce aerodynamic drag and increase \ ^ 
clubhead speed. The T9S titanium face is thinner for higher ball speeds, and it’s 
lighter to keep the CG low and back for optimal launch and spin. The low/back CG - a 
proven PING innovation - also increases MOI for unmatched consistency. With 5 loft 
settings and high-balance-point shaft technology, the G30 is the fastest way to longer, more 


New T9S 
face material 


accurate drives. Visit a PING Fitting Specialist or ping.com. You’ll be better for it. 



Sports Network Ltd 

0508 776 786 



CySTOM 


ENGINEERED 


FOB YOU 




5 loft 

adjustments 


©2014 PING RO. BOX 82000 PHOENIX, AZ 85071 



BUBBA, 

YOU’RE 

DAM> 


T wo-time Masters champion Bubba Watson 
sure knows how to please. The eccentric 
American recently donated one of his 
vehicles, a 1939 Cadillac LaSalle C-Hawk 
Custom Roadster, to be auctioned, with all 
proceeds going to the Birdies for the Brave, 
part of the Green Beret Foundation. 

Watson’s car, a custom-built homage to the 1939 
Cadillac LaSalle C-Hawk Custom Roadster, was a favourite 
of legendary car designer Harley Earl. It is handcrafted out 
of steel and outfitted with a fuel-injected, supercharged 
556-horsepower Cadillac LSA engine with a six-speed 
automatic transmission and custom Borla exhaust. 


This C-Hawk, as it’s known, also has air conditioning, 
custom-designed billet wheels, power windows, a C4 
Corvette suspension with DANA 44 rear end, Dakota digital 
instrumentation, hidden headlights, and both GPS and a 
sound system. 

The auction, which was televised, took place at Barrett- 
jackson, a classic car auction company, with Watson there 
to see his Cadillac sell for $410,000. 

Following the auction, Watson said. “It’s an honour to 
support the Green Beret Foundation and Birdies for the 
Brave, who do so much to give back to members of our 
US Armed Forces and their families.” 

Watson is a long-time supporter of Birdies for the Brave 
through his affiliation with Birdies for the Brave home-front 
group the Green Beret Foundation. His late father, Gerry 
Watson, was a lieutenant in the US Army Special Forces (the 
Green Berets) during the Vietnam War. 
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Bubba’s custom-built Cadillac 
was the main attraction at the 
auction house. Proceeds from 
the car’s sale went to Birdies 
for the Brave. 
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COURSE 

CXNGUAGE 


“I believe a hallmark of 
my career is that I always 
tried to look ahead, be 
it the next tonmament, 
next championship 
or next mountain to 
climb. . . I allowed 
myself the opportunity 
to reflect on some very 
special times in my 
life and share some 
wonderful moments 
and memories that I will 
forever cherish.” 

Jack Nicklaus on the television 
documentary entitled Nicklaus, 
The Making of a Champion, 
which has been made to 
celebrate the Golden Bear’s 
75th birthday. It was first 
shown on January 18 

“I have 49 days off, seven 
weeks, and I reckon my 
goal is to make, let me 
get this right, 100,000 
swings, 2000 swings a 
day. 1 look forward to 
seeing if I can do it.” 

Irish golfer Padraig Harrington 
outlines his ‘holiday’ 
golf programme 

“Everyone is trying to get 
to the best in the world. 
But that’s going to take 
a long time. It’s nothing 
that happens overnight. 

Patrick Reed on wanting that 
elusive No 1 ranking 


“I’ve always liked to 
find out things for 
myself and to have that 
freedom to search out 
and try different things 
and see what works best 
for me, rather than have 
someone teU me what 
is best for me. So far, not 
having a full-time coach 
has been an interesting 
journey^ 

Japan’s Hideki Matsuyama 
explains why he doesn’t 
employ a golf coach 


“I stiU have the drive 
and want to achieve 
something. If I can 
be greedy I would go 
with Augusta for a 
win - that would be a 
Cinderella story.” 

Ernie Els admits that despite 
being 45 years old he still 
has the desire to win 



GOALS 

SET 

ucked into his wallet is 
a used airline boarding 
pass and on it are 
written Rory Mcllroy’s 
goals for 2015. Putting 
his ambitions on paper is a ritual 
the world No 1 performs every 
year as he jets between Dublin and 
Dubai for his first tournament of 
the season, the Abu Dhabi HSBC 
Golf Championship. 

“Every year I’m flying here I 
write my goals down in the back 
of my boarding pass, I memorise 
them, and I put the pass in my 
wallet. Then I don’t look at them 
until the end of the year,” Mcllroy 
told reporters in Abu Dhabi, where 
he has finished second in three of 
the past four seasons. 

“I’ll take it out at the end of the 
year and see how well I’ve done.” 

Mcllroy may find it tough to top 
2014, a year in which he won two 
majors - the Open Championship 
and the USPGA Championship - 
reclaimed the world No 1 ranking, 
topped the European money list 
and was a member of Europe’s 
victorious Ryder Cup team. 

“I didn’t achieve everything 
that I wanted last year. I wanted to 



have six wins, I only had four,” said 
Mcllroy, before conceding that it 
was still “a good year”. 

The 25-year-old revealed there 
are seven items on this year’s list, one 
of which is sure to be winning the 
US Masters, the only major he has 
yet to win. 

Mcllroy has cut his playing 
schedule year and took almost a 
month off before beginning his 
preparations for 2015 on January 5. 

“I’ve got a good routine and 
mental strategy going into majors 
where I try not to let too much 
affect me. I go into my own little 
world for those couple of weeks.” 

Mcllroy missed out on winning 
his first tournament of the season. 
Despite a final round of 66 he 
finished one stroke behind 22-year- 
old Gary Stal of France, meaning 
Mcllroy has the dubious honour of 
finishing in the runner-up spot in 
Abu Dhabi for the fourth time in 
five years. 



FIJI INTERNATIONAL 


T he Fiji International golf 
tournament will take 
place in October this 
year, a couple of months 
later than in 2014. 
“October is a more suitable 
month in terms of world golf 
schedules, as all majors are 
completed and many tours are 
slowing down or just getting 
started for the new season. It 
is also early in the PGA Tour of 
Australasia summer of golf, and 
broadcasting from Fiji is a fantastic 
way to start the televised events,” 
said Brian Thorburn, the CEO of 
the PGA of Australia. 

“In addition, this year’s Fiji 
International will be held the 
week after the Presidents Cup in 


Korea, where twenty-four of the 
world’s top ranked players will be 
competing, and we will endeavour 
to have one or two of them 
playing in Fiji.” 

On the back of a successful 
inaugural Fiji International 
tournament held in August last 
year, the PGA of Australia and 
tournament promoters Sports and 
Entertainment Ltd (SEL) are set to 
capitalise on the interest generated 
by the inaugural event to maximise 
promotion opportunities both 
domestically and internationally. 

“The world now knows that Fiji 
is a genuine golfing destination. 
Golf tourism has the proven ability 
to attract a broad range of markets 
from golfing holidays, conferences. 


I 

L 


20 thecul 



KO 

#1 

A S many had • 

predicted, it was ^ 
only a matter • 

of time before 
Lydia Ko became « 
the No 1 women’s golfer in • 

the world. 

So, there’s no surprise • 

there. In fact the only thing to • 
have caught the golf world off ^ 
guard is that the 17-year-old • 

Korean-born Kiwi claimed the * 

crown so early in her career. ^ 
The 2014 LPGA Rookie • 

of the Year managed the 
feat by finishing in a tie for o 

second at the first event on • 

the 2015 calendar, the Coates ^ 
Golf Championship, played • 

at the Golden Ocala Golf and 
Equestrian Club in Florida. « 

Ko held a one-shot lead • 

going into the final round after _ 
shooting 65 on the Saturday, • 

but the hot form of eventual • 
winner Na Yeon Choi, 27, . 



combined with an 
uncharacteristically 
up-and-down 
round from Ko, who 
had a double-bogey 
on the 17th for a one 
under par 71, meant 
there was no double 
celebration for golf’s 
teen queen. 

Ko became the 
youngest player, female 
or male, to become world 
No 1, smashing the record 
set by Tiger Woods by 
almost four years. Woods 
was 21 years 5 months 
16 days old when he rose 
to the top in 1997. Ko reached 
the mark 3 years 8 months 14 
days earlier. 

Although disappointed not 
to win the tournament, Ko, in 
her typically understated way, 
remarked: “I was here to focus 
on the tournament itself, but 


guess I 
got a great 
outcome at 
the end of 
the day, too.” 
Former world 
No 1, American 
Stacy Lewis, said of 
Ko’s achievement, 

“1 can’t say I’m 
surprised, it was just a 
matter of time.” 

We’re of the opinion 
that attaining the world 
No 1 ranking and receiving 
a cheque for $US104,587 
would satisfy most 
golfers... but not our 
Lydia. She’s a born winner and 
not finishing the job will have 
hurt her. 

Watch this space. We 
predict the rest of the 
LPGA gals better watch 
out in this year’s major 
tournaments! 



GIFT PACK 
WINNER 

Congratulations to Jonathan 
Basile, Wellington, the 
winner of the Tru2U Joint 
Support Gift Pack. The pack 
contains Joint Support Tart 
Cherry Concentrate and 
Joint Support Tart Cherry 
Concentrate Lozenges. 
Tru2U products are a 
natural way to support 
healthy joints. 


WOODS IN 
THE WTIRS 

A surprise visit to Italy to 
watch his girlfriend Lindsey 
Vonn win her record 63rd 
World Cup race went sour 
for Tiger Woods, when he 
had a front tooth knocked 
out by a camera. 

His agent Mark 
Steinberg issued a 
statement that read: 

“During a crush of 
photographers at the 
awards podium at the World 
Cup event in Italy, a media 
member with a shoulder- 
mounted video camera 
pushed and surged toward 
the stage, turned and hit 
Tiger Woods in the mouth. 
Woods’ tooth was knocked 
out by the incident.” 

Woods was sporting 
a new tooth when he 
lined up to play in the 
Phoenix Open. 



events and incentive groups,” 
said Basil Scaffidi, managing 
director of SEL. 

The inaugural Fiji 
International received 
extensive interest worldwide, 
with players, guests and 
officials all singing Fiji’s praises 
as a host nation. 

Already in Australia there 
has been significant interest 
to increase the volunteer 
programme which saw a 
sell-out of 20 volunteers from 
Australia and New Zealand 
attend. October dates 
will allow more positions 
to become available for 
volunteers and is one of many 
strategies in place to increase 
visitation and the footprint of 
Fiji as a golfing destination. 


CROC 

KILLS 

A man retrieving golf balls 
from a dam in a wildlife 
reserve in South Africa 
was killed by a crocodile. 
Jacques Van der Sandt, 

29, was taking part in a 
challenge with another man 
to see who could retrieve 
the most golf balls from the 
dam, called Lake Panic. 

Van der Sandt was 
the son of an employee 
at the reserve. 
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TRUMP 
GOES TO 
GOURT 

It has been reported that 
Donald Trump has filed a 
lawsuit for $100 million against 
Palm Beach County. Trump 
alleges the county’s airport is 
intentionally directing planes 
over his club at Mar-a-Lago. 

The lawsuit claims the 
county’s airport directors have 
pressured the Federal Aviation 
Administration to have air 
traffic controllers “deliberately 
and maliciously’’ direct almost 
all flights due east, including 
Trump’s plane, to fly directly 
over Mar-a-Lago. 

Mar-a-Lago, which is only 
10 minutes away from Trump 
International Golf Club West 
Palm Beach, was built in 1927 
and is listed as a national 
historic landmark. 

Trump purchased the 
property in 1985, reopening 
it 10 years later following 
extensive renovations. But 
it is claimed that vibrations 
from the constant air traffic 
are seriously damaging the 
building’s antique tiles, roofing 
and foundation. 

This is the third time Trump 
has sued the county for 
airplane noise. 



GOLF LEADERS WARNED 


ne of golf’s biggest sponsors has warned 
the game is at a crossroads and not 
keeping up with changes in society. 

The sport returns to the Olympics next year 
and Giles Morgan, head of sponsorship for HSBC, 
believes this opportunity cannot be squandered. 

Morgan’s company spends millions on golf, 
backing several tournaments including the Open, 
the WGC Champions event in Shanghai, the 
women’s matchplay and the Abu Dhabi Golf 
Championship. 

All HSBC’s golf contracts are up for renewal in 


• 2015 and Morgan is concerned that the game is 
^ not moving with the times. 

• “It’s a crossroads moment,” Morgan said. “I 

• think we will look back over this period and see 
, where golf has gone. There are lots of positives 

• about golf but the world, particularly with digital 

• communications and people’s time, has changed 
^ in the last 15 years beyond anybody’s wildest 

• dreams. I’m not sure golf has kept up with that 

• change. I don’t think the sport is in trouble but 
, I do think those who are in charge of the game 

• need to be brave. They need to take some risks.” 
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NAGLE 

MOUENED 



O ne of Australia’s greatest ever golfers 
has died. Kel Nagle passed away 
peacefully in hospital on January 29 

aged 94. 

Known as Mr Modesty, Nagle won a 
tournament every year for 26 years and was 
a true gentleman of the game. 

He turned professional in 1946 and was a 
consistent winner from 1949 to 1975. He had 
61 wins on the PGA Tour of Australasia and 
two on the PGA Tour. He played in 145 PGA 
Tour events. 

Nagle’s first big victory came in 1949 at 
the Australian PGA Championship, an event 
he went on to win a further five times 
between 1950 and 1968. He still holds an 
unbroken record of six wins. 

He also experienced significant success 
in New Zealand where he won the New 
Zealand PGA Championship and the New 
Zealand Open seven times respectively. 

In Britain and the US, Nagle won the 1960 
Open Championship at St Andrews and 


finished second in a playoff with Gary Player 
in the 1965 US Open. At the time. Player 
said Nagle was one of the best short game 
players he had ever seen. 

Nagle’s other achievements included wins 
at the 1954 World Cup (Montreal), and 1959 
World Cup (Melbourne), both in partnership 
with five-time Open champion Peter 
Thomson, and the 1964 Canada Open. 

He continued to play in Australia before 
joining the PGA Senior Tour (now Champions 
Tour) in America in the 1970s where he 
played 102 events from 1981-1989. 


In 1980, Nagle was awarded the Medal 
of the Order of Australia for service to the 
sport of golf and in 1986 he was inducted 
into the Sport Australia Hall of Fame. 

Nagle’s outstanding performances in 
Australia and around the world were formally 
recognised in 2007 when he received golf’s 
highest honour, induction into the World 
Golf Hall of Fame. 

Nagle’s legacy will live on through the 
Australian PGA Championship with the Kel 
Nagle Plate awarded annually to the best 
performing rookie. 
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Monday 13**’ APRIL 2015 - 
Thu^sda| APRIL 2015 

MAHUNGA GOLF CLUB, MASTERTON 


Activttfet for Partners tnctude 1 round Golf Tpurnament at 
Carterton, Mysteryr Bus tour of Walrarapa Highlights 

Ail entfarjts must be financial members of N.A.L.Q N,Z* To joSn^ 
apply online at www.nalg.co.nz 


^NATIONAL' ASSOCIATION OF LEFT HANDED 
GOLFERS OF NEW ZEALAND (INC) 


TOURMAMENT DETAILS: 

Division 1 - OPEN - Maximum Handicap 24 

Division 2 - LADIES - Maximum Handicap 40 

Division 3 - Senior - Players GO years and over at 31/3/15 

Division 4 - Super Senior ■ Players over 75 at 31/3/15 

(Super Seniors play only 2 rounds - Wednesday and 

Thursday) 


For further information and to enter online please visit: 

www.nalg.co.nz 
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ASK STEVE 


I 




The Steve Williams 
Foundation 
kiwicaddy.com 



Do you have a question 
you’d like to put to Steve? 
Maybe you want to know 
something about caddying 
or perhaps you have a 
query about another 
aspect of golf. You can 
drop Steve a line c/- 
gallery@fairfaxmedia. co.nz 


NATURAL OR 

MAN MADE? 


D O you believe great golfers are born or 
made? You must have seen so many 
golfers during your years caddying, is 
there anything that separates those 
who play consistently well from the 
rest I find it difficult to believe it is just 
practice that makes the likes of Tiger Woods and Rory 
Mcllroy so good. 

JB Jones, Wairarapa 

STEVE REPLIES 

There is no doubt in my mind that the majority of 
great players are born not made. Some of the greatest 
players have had exceptional talent from the moment 
they have put a club in their hands - from the likes 
of Bobby Jones, Gene Sarazen, Byron Nelson to the 
modern-day players such as Tiger and Rory; they were 
all born to play golf. 

Naturally gifted players tend to have longer careers 


than those who are what we describe as mechanical 
type players. Nick Faldo had a great career, but 
because he was so mechanical his career wasn’t as 
long as what it would have been had he been a more 
natural player. 

Players who consistently play well have a few 
things in common. They have a good team around 
them (caddy, coach, trainer and manager) and they all 
have a great work ethic and desire to succeed. Since 
the prize purses have become so big many players 
don’t work as hard as they should. 

Another thing I’ve noticed with great players is 
they don’t tinker with their equipment much during 
the season, just in the off-season. 

Practice is a key component to one’s success but 
certainly not what makes the difference. But the old 
saying that the five inches between the ears is what 
makes the difference is certainly true. Tiger always 
believed that the more you practice the luckier you get 
and he definitely proved that theory to be correct. © 
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STORY Tom Hyde 


THERE WAS NO MIRACULOUS 
RETURN TO FORM WHEN 
MICHAEL CAMPBELL TEED OFF 
IN ABU DHABI RECENTLY. OUR 
MAN ON THE SPOT CAUGHT 
UP WITH THE FORMER US OPEN 
WINNER AND FOUND A MAN 
STILL STRUGGLING TO COME 
TO TERMS WITH HIS LIFE ON 
AND OFF THE GOLF COURSE 


A ussie golf legend Wayne ‘Radar’ Riley was 
sitting outside the media centre at the 
Westin Hotel on the grounds of the Abu 
Dhabi Golf Club, site of the HSBC Golf 
Championship, the second European Tour stop for 2015. 

Radar was looking bored. He’s been on the 
broadcasting circuit for various media for 10 years now, so 
why should he look excited? It was the start of another 
long year covering golf and for the one-time enfant 
terrible of Aussie golf, it’s all rather mundane now. 

“Where you living these days?” I asked. 

“Still in Sydney. I’m here for three weeks (here being 
at the Doha and Dubai tournaments), then back to 
Australia. But I’m often in Asia and the States. I’m all 
over the place, mate. What’re you doing here?” 

“I’m here to catch up with Michael Campbell.” 
“Michael Campbell! He’s here?” 

The expression on Radar’s face was one of shock. 
When you consider how involved he has been in 
the reporting of golf in recent years, his surprise 
is a testament to how much off the radar (no pun 
intended) Cambo has been. 

In fact, Campbell’s last appearance on tour prior to 
this tournament was exactly one year before at this 
same tournament. He shot a dismal 13 over par and 
missed the cut. 

That was the start of a year that can only be 
described as his personal annus horribilis on and off 
the golf course. Apart from giving up on playing, he 
announced on his website that he and his wife, Julie, 
mother of their two boys, Thomas, 16, and Justin, 14, 
had separated. 


After Bob Charles, Michael Campbell is the most 
successful golfer New Zealand has produced. Despite 
a nightmarish series of injuries over the years, 
involving a wrist, both shoulders, the left knee and 
an ankle, he has kept his cool and he remains a 
popular figure on the European Tour. 

But golf is, as has been said many times, 
mostly mental. On that score, nothing in his 
entire career compares with the loss of focus 
he suffered last year. 

We met as he was making his way to 
the range on the Tuesday morning prior to 
the Abu Dhabi event, the pre-tournament 
publicity dominated by Rory Mclroy, Rickie 
Fowler, Henrik Stenson, Justin Rose and three- 
time winner Martin Kaymer. 

As Campbell made his way to the range, he 
stopped to greet friends who were obviously 
happy to see him back before he graciously 
agreed to catch up in the clubhouse after nine 
practice holes. 

“Is it right you have not played since you played 
here last year?” I asked. 

“Yeah, that’s right.” 

“Have you been working out?” 

“Not really; my life has changed a bit personally.” 

“I read that on your website, sorry to hear that.” 

“That’s all right. I feel things are under control now. 
It’s all finished up and I’m moving on.” 

“Are you okay mentally?” 

“Yeah, I feel I am. I’m looking forward to restarting 
my career and having the opportunity to spend more 
time with my boys. They’re with me in Sola Granada 
where we’ve been for three years.” 

“Are you living in Spain because it’s more 
convenient to Europe and the places you hope to play 
this year?” 

“That’s right. Sydney was a long way from 
everything. Sola Granada is on the southern coast of 
Spain and it has tons of great golf courses.” 

“Are you associated with a specific club?” 

“Yep, here.” He points to a sponsor’s logo on his left 
shirt sleeve that reads ‘Villa Padierna’. Later on, I learn 
that Villa Padierna, close to Marbella, is among the 
best golf resorts along the Costa del Sol. 

“How did you discover the place?” 

“Through golf We played the Volvo Masters there and 
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I formed some friendships so we thought let’s go there.” 

“Sounds romantic enough.” 

Not without some pain, he replied: “That’s what 
we thought, too.” 

“Sorry, how does it feel to be back in Abu Dhabi?” 

“Great. I started preparing a few weeks ago with 
my coach, Jonathan Yarwood, who I’ve been with for 
sixteen years. Longer than my marriage!” He laughs 
but it’s not a happy laugh. 

“What are your expectations for 2015?” 

“Nothing really. I’m forty-five now and I’ve had 
a great career with fifteen wins worldwide and the 
major so I’m not taking it so seriously anymore. I’m 
just playing and enjoying seeing friends 1 haven’t seen 
in a year.” 

Golf tours are highly competitive, of course, but 
they are also a world unto their own with a fraternal 
nature among players in a way that, for the detached 
Campbell, is welcoming and supportive. 

“It’s like being back among family,” he said. 

“And you’re okay physically?” 

“1 am. I do some gym work to strengthen my 
ankle. 1 split a tendon there from simple wear and 
tear over the years.” 

Our conversation is interrupted by another well- 
wisher welcoming Cambo back. It’s an executive from 
IMG, the organisation running the tournament. 

“So your attitude now is to just go out and have 
fun?” I clarify. 

“Yeah. I have no expectations and, to be honest, I 
didn’t really miss playing last year. I felt I was required 
at home with my boys and I really enjoyed that.” 

“Do you still enjoy playing?” 

“Yeah, although it’s been half my life. I’ve been 
playing golf since I was eight,” he replied, suggesting 
he wasn’t sure if he still truly enjoyed playing or not. 
He was vague, but then it’s been less than a year since 
his domestic upheaval. It’s obvious he’s trying to move 
on but he comes across as still carrying a heavy load. 

Adding to that, Campbell said his 2015 schedule 
will be based on how he feels about playing when 
and where. This is the last year of the 10-year 


THE TRUTH 
IS, GOLF IS 
A SPORT 
WHERE 
“JUST 

GOING OUT 
TO HAVE 
FUN” IS NOT 
POSSIBLE. 
GOLF IS 
FUN ONLY 
IF ONE 
PLAYS 
WELL. 
OTHERWISE 
IT IS, AS 
MARK 
TWAIN IS 
FAMOUSLY 
PROFESSED 
TO HAVE 
SAID, “A 
GOOD 
WALK 
SPOILED” 


exemption he enjoys for winning the 2005 US Open, 
so he has choices. 

Yet it’s hard to believe his focus is sharp enough to 
get back to, well, just making cuts much less winning. 
The next day he walked off the course, quit the 
tournament altogether, after playing just nine holes. 

’Personal reasons’ was the official excuse given. 

How bad was it? With a 3-wood, he dug up turf 
slicing his tee shot on the first hole into thick rough at 
the very edge of a lake. His second shot failed to clear 
the rough but he managed to lift his third shot out 
and onto the green where he two-putted for bogey. 

His next eight holes went as follows: par, bogey, 
birdie, par, bogey, par, bogey, double bogey. 

At the ninth hole, he hooked his approach shot. 
The ball ricocheted off a cart path and ended up in 
trampled-down rough where spectators stood to 
view play on the 18th green. 

Campbell’s 42 was the highest nine-hole score on 
the day. And then he quit. 

There’s no doubt in this writer’s mind that 
Campbell should retire. Why? Because he has a lot 
more on his mind than golf, and it’s clear from his 
actions in Abu Dhabi that he is not enjoying the game. 

The truth is, golf is a sport where “just going out to 
have fun” is not possible. Golf is fun only if one plays 
well. Otherwise it is, as Mark Twain is famously professed 
to have said, “a good walk spoiled”. 

Also, Campbell is 45, as he no doubt reminds 
himself almost every day. The probability of him 
winning again on the European PGA Tour or anywhere 
else is remote. He has a golf academy in Spain to look 
after and, as he reminded me more than once, he is 
living more for his sons than golf. 

Nothing wrong with that, of course, but in five years 
he turns 50 and will be eligible for the senior tours. 

His personal life ought to have settled down again 
by then and, who knows, maybe he can find love 
again too, personally and professionally. Because only 
then can he successfully reinvent his career. Until 
then he seems to have far more pressing issues than 
his golf swing to work on. © 
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12-15 March 2015 I The Hills I Millbrook Resort 


Follow us on Facebook to win prizes bmwnzopen.co.nz 


Tickets On Sale Now 
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Book now at 
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A MEMORABLE ESCAPE 
WHERE TIME OFF 
THE COURSE IS AS 
GOOD AS TIME ON IT. 



Couple world class Natadola Bay Championship Golf Course, home of the PGA 
OneAsia Fiji International tournament, with the luxuries of the award-winning 
InterContinental Fiji Golf Resort & Spa and surrender yourself to the world of 
luxurious island living. 


Do you live an InterContinental life? 


For more information and bookings please 
contact +679 673 3300, enquiries.fiji@ihg.com 
or visit fiji.intercontinental.com 


INTERCONTINENTAL 

FIJI GOLF RESORT & SPA 


In over 170 locations across the globe including AUSTRALIA • FIJI 


SINGAPORE • THAILAND 






The easiest place 

on the planet 

to relax your swing. 


We kriouu thiat thie secret to playing your best golf is to stay calm 
and collected. Tfiat’s ujfiy they say Fiji Is a golfing paradise, because 
It’s easy to bit your best shot uiben there’s a steady sea breeze and 
breathtaking uleujs to take In. We’ue got ujorld-class courses teed 
up for players of any skill leuel. Go to uiww.fiji.trauel to find out more. 





CLUB SPOTLIGHT RENNER PARK 


SURPRISE 

PACKAGE 

JUST A COUPLE OF HUNDRED 
METRES OFF A BUSY CITY RING 
ROAD LIES A TRANQUIL GOLF 
COURSE SURROUNDED BY 
ROLLING COUNTRYSIDE 

STORY & PHOTOS Heather Kidd 

T ucked behind a hill on the 

outskirts of Tauranga city, it’s easy 
to drive past the Renner Park golf 
course - situated on the road that 
links the coast and Hannilton - and 
not be aware you’ve nnissed it 
But if you do, you’re missing out on a treat, 
for Renner Park is a delightful spot, popular with 
green fee players, and the inclusion of a couple 
of par-5s makes it a true-blue nine holes, lifting it 
above pitch and putt courses. 

The day The Cut visits, the course is busy. 

Okay, it’s holiday time but it’s also in the middle of 
yet another sweltering day. 

Alongside the car park is the mini putt course 
where a large group of adults are having a lot of 
fun. It’s a great addition to the club and ensures 
that bar and cafe takings keep ticking over. 

Club pro Michael james-Cull wears many hats, 
from coaching professional to bar manager and 
he’s also a dab hand in the kitchen. The clubroom 
has a roomy covered deck running its entire 
length, the perfect spot to relax and ruminate on 
your round and maybe enjoy a snack. 

Tacked onto the wall above the bar is a sign 
proclaiming ‘10th hole - better than the other 
nine!’ and right alongside is the cafeteria servery 
where you can order a hamburger and beer for 
just $10 or burger and chips for $8, while a cheese 
and onion toastie is a steal at $4.50. 

Rock up after 4pm Monday to Friday and your 
round and a standard bar drink will cost a mere $12. 

james-Cull has been at the club a year. A New 
Plymouth native, he attended Francis Douglas 
College, took up golf in his mid teens and has 
been involved in the sport ever since. 

He completed his NZPGA apprenticeship at 
Ngamotu and was there five years before moving 
to the Takapuna Golf Club. His next move was 
across The Ditch where he spent three years 
managing the Leongatha course in the South 
Gippsland region of Victoria. 

Interestingly, the Leongatha club’s website 


talks of itself as a hidden treasure. Renner Park is 
much the same, just on a smaller scale. 

“When I applied for the job here, I had no idea 
where the course was,” james-Cull confesses. 

In fact, Renner Park has been up and running 
for 10 years. It operates as a limited company, 
owned by shareholders - who are also its 
members - and is run by a board and a manager. 

It is a public course and open to green fee players 
every day bar Christmas Day. 

james-Cull says one of the great things about 
the course is that players will get many of their 
clubs out of their bag during a round. It might be 
slightly short but it comes with enough challenges 
to keep a golfer on his or her toes. 

The course is fairly flat and easy walking, 
with only a couple of small hills. A creek comes 
into play on two of the holes but it’s easy to 
avoid drowning your ball if you play strategically, 
particularly on the ninth, a par 5. Long hitters can 
take on the creek but selecting an iron is probably 
the safer, more sensible option and by laying up 
golfers set themselves up for a relatively easy 
second shot. 

“The ninth gets most golfers,” reveals james- 
Cull. “The creek runs along the right-hand side 
of the hole, right up to the green. It’s especially 
tricky for women golfers.” 

James-Cull’s favourite hole is the other par-5, 
the fourth. It’s in an amphitheatre, with a hillside of 
native bush and tall pines to the right and a sharp 
dogleg right leading to an elevated green. 

The two par-3s, the third and fifth holes, have 
elevated tees. The third is relatively straightforward, 
the green kindly positioned in relation to the tee 
blocks, but the fifth (pictured right) is more tricky. 

An accurate shot is necessary to hit the narrow 
green, situated at the bottom of a steep incline, 
but beware if your ball either overshoots the 
green or rolls off the end. A delicate second shot 
is required to give you any chance of making par. 

The course record stands at 31, five under the 
card. Hazards are few - there being only a small 
number of bunkers - but what will make or break 
your round is strategy. Anyone intent on muscling 
their way around the course is likely to turn what 
should be a happy experience into something 
they will regret. 

Nonetheless, the club is keen to promote the 
theme of ‘Chat, Whack and Relax’, and punters 
are welcome to roll up seven days a week. 

The gates are open from sunrise to 8.30pm 
during summer months and if you’re on holiday 
and haven’t brought your clubs there is a plentiful 
selection of sets available for hire. Most people 
walk the course and although there aren’t carts 
for hire, golfers are welcome to bring their own. 

james-Cull works fulltime at the club. He 
holds a one-hour golf clinic every fortnight and is 
available for golf lessons. © 
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RENNER PARK 

168 Oropi Rd, Greerton, Tauranga 
PH: 07 543 4954 

EMAIL: manager @rennerparkgolf. CO. nz 
WEBSITE: www.rennerparkgolf.co.nz 
PAR: 36 (men’s 9 holes 2306m, 

18 holes 4612m; women’s 9 holes 2074m, 
18 holes 4148m) 

GREEN FEES: $15 (9 holes); 
pay another $5 and play 18 holes 
MINI PUTT: $5 


DRESS CODE: Casual 







Golf in 
moderation 

Being in control of your 
golf ball means being 
in control of yourself. By 
control, 1 mean playing 
in moderation. 

We eat in moderation, 
drink in moderation 
and drive our car in 
moderation. . . because 
there are consequences 
if we don’t. But many of 
us swing our golf club 
at the balL as if there 
are no consequences 
whatsoever! 

What if the ball we 
are using is the only ball 
available to us? And you 
can’t borrow one from 
your playing partner 
either. How would you 
play? I’m sure you 
would treat it like a 
second serve in tennis 
where you have no 
more chances. 

You would need 
to golf in moderation 
and swing with care, to 
ensure you got your ball 
over the finish line. 

Yes, it might mean you 
don’t achieve that one-in- 
twenty king hit, but, then 
again, when was the last 
time you walked off the 
course saying, “If only 1 
hit the ball further 
1 would have had a 
better game.’’ 

Remember, if you’re 
not taking control of 
your swing you are 
letting it all default to 
maximum. Think what 
the consequences are 
of eating or drinking or 
driving to maximum? 

Enjoy your golf. Golf 
in moderation. 

Michael James-Cull, 
NZPGAA Class 
Professional 
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ON THE TEE WITH COLIN MONTGOMERIE 



n a career spanning 26 years, Colin Montgomerie recently 
notched up his 600th European Tour event We caught up 
with him during his landmark tournament, the Turkish Airlines 
Open, played at a course he designed. The Montgomerie 
Maxx Royal 

Colin, you have now played 600 European 
Tour events. How do you sum up such an 
achievement? 

Its been a long walk! Six hundred events is amazing. I have 
enjoyed every minute of it, I really have. Six hundred events 
works out to thirty events for twenty years. You’ve got to be 
healthy to do that and I’ve been fortunate that way. 


to finally do that again. It’s been remarkable, it really has, and 
sometimes I have to pinch myself to believe it. 

You won seven consecutive orders of merit. 
How do you explain that kind of dominance? 

I am a competitive person. When I won the first one in 1993 
I remember the late great Seve saying to me, “Well, it’s only 
on loan until ’94”. I said, “Hang on a minute, I know you’re 
competitive, but so am I!” I won again in ’94 and after that it was 
like being on a conveyor belt that I couldn’t get off. It was a goal. 
I never set many goals during my career but winning the Order 
of Merit was one of them. 



What are your most 
memorable moments? 

Winning the Volvo PGA 
Championship three years in a 
row, 1998, 1999 and 2000, that 
was the most memorable playing 
moment. I suppose, regaining the 
Ryder Cup back in 2010, when I 
was captain, was a non-playing 
moment for me; certainly a momentous 
moment in my career. There are a few others - 
winning in Scotland, winning the Scottish Open in 
’99 at Loch Lomond, winning the World Matchplay, 
winning down at NedBank, winning the Dunhill Links 
Championship in 2005. To win these iconic events 
was very special. To win that Order of Merit 2005 
against Michael Campbell who had such a great year. 


- 




You’ve seen so much, experienced so 
much, during your career. What advice 
would you offer to a rookie about to play 
on the European Tour? Looking back, 
what did you do well and what could 
you have done better? 

I don’t think I was patient enough and I would advise 
anyone starting out to be patient. It’s a long 
career, one of the fortunate things about 
golf. In football terms, I was finished 
twenty years ago and here I am, still 
playing at 51 and competing against 
the likes of the 'flat bellies’, which 
is what we call the under 25s. I 
would advise a young player to be 
patient, to not push anything, to 
let it happen, to let that mental 
strength grow. I was guilty 
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of pushing a little bit too 
much, thinking is this the 
last one, the last win, the 
final eventl And it wasn’t 
Patience is key. 

Tell us about 
the journey golf 
has taken you 
on in terms of 
experiences 
that most of us 
couldn’t 
ever imagine. 

It’s been amazing. 

Playing in over 600 events on the 

European Tour means by definition that about 500 of them have 
involved flying somewhere. It has been a great education. In fact, 
I’ve always said travel is a much better education than sitting in 
a classroom. I’ve seen different cultures, different countries and 
had many different experiences during my 27 years out here. It’s 
been a great journey. 

Given all your success in regular tournaments 
around the world, how did a major elude you? 

In five of the runner-up finishes 1 had, four times 1 shook hands 
with the winner because 1 was beaten, and that’s fine. The one 
that still hurts is 2006 at Winged Foot where 1 beat myself. And 
although I’ve never won a major. I’ve won 30-odd times out 
here, and 1 have never stood up and made a winner’s speech 
and said, “Well, 1 was unlucky at the seventh in the second 


round...” There is always that 
piece of fortune that goes a 
winner’s way and 1 never had 
that in majors. 1 can say that 
the next 20 major winners are 
all going to have a little bit 
of fortune, whether it be the 
second round at the seventh or 
the 72nd hole; there is that bit 
of fortune you need and 1 don’t 
think 1 got it playing in majors. 1 
got it in European Tour events. 

How much, if at all, does 
winning two senior 
majors ease the pain? 

Oh, it sure helps. I’ve got no regrets 
over not winning a major. 1 am delighted I’ve won a couple of 
the so-called senior majors and two of the big ones, the USPGA 
Seniors and the US Open Seniors. Walking up the last hole with 
Bernhard Langer, four ahead of him... can 1 say that again, four 
ahead of Bernhard Langer... it felt like a major championship. 

1 had the same feeling as 1 did playing the 72nd hole in the 
US Open in 1994. 

You played your 600th European Tour event on 
The Montgomerie Maxx Royal in Turkey. It’s a 
course you designed. How proud are you of it? 

1 am very proud. Maxx Royal has been a great supporter of the 
tour and to me in particular, and it’s great that my 600th event 
happened at a course 1 designed. © 
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IN SEARNH OF 
THE $10 ROUND 

I S it still possible to get a round of golf in New 
Zealand for $10? To me it’s always been the bedrock 
of golf in Godzone. You pitch up at a quite empty 
country club, chuck ten bucks into the honesty box 
and the course is literally yours, and yours alone. 

It’s a decades-old iconic Kiwi golfing ritual unable 
to be replicated, I suspect, anywhere else in the world. 
We are blessed with over 400 courses, the most per 
head of population of any country on earth, and still, 
for the most part, anyone anywhere can stump up with 
a modest few dollars in their wallet and play. 

But is the romantic ritual of cheap golf fading? 

Well, maybe, but it’s not quite dead. Yes you can, 
surprisingly enough, still undertake a round of golf 
probably not too far from where you live for $10, or 
thereabouts (more on that later); in fact, I know of one 
course not so far from Auckland which will charge you 
only $7, albeit for nine holes. 

Conventional wisdom suggests that apart from a 
few country courses, the era of dirt cheap golf in New 
Zealand has gone, with club subscriptions rising from 
year to year. 

Golf is gradually, almost imperceptibly, assuming 
the mantle of being a rich man’s sport. It’s certainly a 
middle-class pastime more and more, particularly in 
places like Auckland. 

I can’t imagine there’s a single club in New Zealand 
that has actually lowered subs from one year to the next. 
For the first time in my memory golfers, in my milieu 
anyway, are now quibbling about the cost of playing golf 
There appear to be some curious trends emerging 
on our golfing landscape. Having played a few country 
courses during the Christmas holiday break, I returned 
to Auckland confused. Greens fees appear to be 
going up at a number of country courses while they’re 
coming down at city courses. 

Here in Auckland, for example, clubs seem locked 
into some sort of healthy green fee price war. Long 
may it continue, I say. So cheap are the green fees at 
my Auckland club, for example, that even if I played 
50 rounds per year as a green fee player it would cost 
me less than a full membership. The logic behind that, I 
must confess, escapes me. 

Auckland property prices may be going through the 
roof (and long may they continue to do so!) but green 
fees are coming down quicker than the price of petrol. 
This cheap-green-fees virus I’m seeing also appears 


to have spread upwards. Kauri Cliffs, for example - 
annually ranked in most world top 100 lists - is now 
charging New Zealand residents only half the green fee 
it did when it opened. 

Over the holidays I drove to a beautifully located 
country course 90min from Auckland, a course near 
the sea I truly love playing. It presents some of the 
most arresting seascapes imaginable. I won’t reveal its 
name, but I was charged $40 for my round. Sadly, this 
sand-based course, without the luxury of watered 
fairways, was in a poor state. 

Forty dollars for a round hardly represents extortion 
but on some holes the fairways were indistinguishable 
from the adjacent arid, patchy rough. 

I returned to my superbly groomed local track (with 
its watered fairways green and neatly cut) where I can 
take a visitor or non-member for $35 to play a course 
barely lOmin from Queen Street. 

Many clubs in New Zealand are struggling to stay 
afloat financially; at best, they are holding membership 
numbers. So clubs need to be innovative to improve 
their income streams. Green fees can be a valuable 
source of income and Auckland clubs are competing 
aggressively for those fees. That’s how the market 
economy works. 

Rural courses, without access to the large 
population bases, have little choice, I guess, other than 
to raise green fees to generate additional income. 

Yes, the golfing scene in New Zealand’s largest city 
is a jumble of contradictions. Subs are going up (every 
year) but green fees are coming down, hardly a trend 
designed to encourage casual golfers to join a club. 

Notwithstanding these contradictions, there are still 
plenty of good golfing deals to be had. According to 
a recent Golf Guide, around 80 of New Zealand’s 400 
clubs charge a green fee of $10 or less. Of those, 11 ask 
the princely sum of just $5 for 18 holes. 

But the creme de la creme is the Strathmore Golf 
Club in Stratford, Taranaki which charges you just $2; yes, 
two whole dollars for a round of golf on its delightful 
little nine-hole course. And if you are a Golf Guide 
booklet holder they’ll give you a 50% discount on the $2! 

The bests parts of the country for cheap golf, it 
seems, are the Far North, Taranaki and the Deep South/ 
Central Otago. 

My special, however, is the Wellsford Golf Club on 
State Highway One, about an hour north of Auckland, 
a true gem of a country course. There are great views 
from a course surrounded by cows and tranquility. Even 
at the height of summer it’s well groomed. All this for 
$20 weekdays. 

Golf might be becoming a rich man’s sport, but the 
$10/$20 special is still alive and kicking. © 
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Nowhere else in the South Pacific can you get so much 
variety off the course as on it than in New Caledonia, 

As well as having a number of stunning courses to choose 
from for your tropical golfing experience, it's the "19th hole" 
options that also really make it worthwhile, Spend time 
exploring the cosmopolitan city of Noumea, Try your hand at 
any watersport you want in the warmth of the lagoon. At night, 
delight in the experience of French cuisine and wines fused 
with the warmth of the Melanesian sunshine. And be tempted 
by the numerous beachfront bars, bistros and nightclubs. 

All this - and just three hours from Auckland! 


newcalescape.co.nz 

newcaledonia-tv.com 

facebook.com/NewCaledoniaTourismNZ 


nouvoKo 

caledonl© 

Pacific heart 
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MYGAM^ 
MY GEAR 


THE 14-TIME MAJOR CHAMPION TELLS 
US HOW THE CLUBS IN HIS BAG HAVE 
CHANGED, HOW HE DESIGNS GEAR 
AND HIS BEST ADVICE FOR AMATEURS 


/' 


/ 


O nly a privileged few have had the chance to sit down with 
Tiger Woods, to talk one-on-one and gaze into the eyes 
that have instilled so much fear and intimidation down the 
years. Thankfully, the situation in which we are looking at 
them is not on a golf course during the back nine of a major 
championship. It’s on the terrace of the clubhouse at Liberty 
National Golf Club, New York, during the launch of Nike’s new Vapor iron range. 

Despite his endless timetable of media commitments. Woods is in a jovial 
mood. Why? Because the Vapor Pro model, the blade within the new trio, is 
a product he has helped shape through over four years of testing -and he’s 
excited to see it revealed to the world. “Helping the average golfer - it’s how 
Nike started as a company,” he tells me. “Athletes give their input to create a 
product that will allow them to win, dominate, be the best and distribute it to 
the masses - that’s what Nike does. Golf is no different. Working with the club 
team to bring the concept of the Vapor Pro to life was a great experience.” 


J 
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TOUR TRUCK TALE 

Tiger’s eye for detail, by Nike Tour field rep Rick 
Nichols. “I gave Tiger a driver once, he took one 
look at it and said the toe was off. I took it back 
to the Oven (Nike’s R&D facility in Texas) and 
the CAD guys checked it out and sure enough 
it was off. . . by three-quarters of a millimetre. It 
goes to show there’s both a science and an art to 
making golf clubs and we rely heavily on Tiger 
to make sure both are correct. With the robots 
and TrackMan, we can zero in on science pretty 
well. But when it comes to the art, that’s where 
he comes in. Tiger has driven the shape of our 
irons from day one and we have never had any of 
our athletes dislike them. I think we have the best 
master model-maker in the business (Mike Taylor) 
and the best iron player that has ever played. We 
ought to be able to come up with a good product.” 


Woods signed with Nike when he turned pro in 1996. As 
a connpany, it boasts sport’s finest athletes on its roster, so 
gaining Woods’ signature nnade perfect sense. At the tinne Nike 
were still sonne six years from bringing out their first golf clubs, 
but they’ve caught up fast and have become a force in the 
equipment business. A big part of this is down to Mike Taylor, 
Nike Golf’s master craftsman, who possesses the enviable 
title of being the only club engineer who has shaped clubs 
for Ben Hogan, Jack Nicklaus, Rory Mcllroy and Woods. His 
knowledge and experience has been a huge factor in Woods’ 
achievements and the 14-time major champion is quick to 
recognise this. 

“Mike knows what I like to see in the playing position. I 
describe what I like to feel through the turf, the sensations and 
ball flight, how the club feels through the swing, and he listens 
and goes off and does his thing. I can tell when something’s 
off, even if it’s a gram of weight. We can feel that as players. 
Whether the toe is too long or too high, or it’s getting out of 
the dirt too fast, these are feelings we can now measure and 
incorporate into new technology.” 

The story behind Nike’s new Vapor Pro iron is one that 
reflects the lengthy, in-depth discourse between Taylor and 
Woods, to create a product that has achieved the ultimate seal 
of approval. 

“We’ve had an existing iron model we tested with Tiger for 
the last four years,” Taylor says. “In that time we learned a lot 
about the speed and power of his hands, how the balance is 
important, and how to bring the club into a square position. 
Tiger told us the clubface was closing too quickly. We built 
some extra models that were toe-weighted with tungsten and 
the test sessions were the most awesome I’ve witnessed in 
my career. Every gram of mass in these new irons is where it 
belongs because of the technology and the feedback we get 
from Tiger.” 

Woods is equally enthused about the new irons, which 
have already been used on tour by his stablemates and were 
set to go in his bag when he returned to action after his end of 
year break. 

“With the new irons, the hit feels heavier. When you go to 
the range and listen to guys hit balls, there’s a sound difference 
from someone who’s really flushing it that day. 

“When I hit these, they had that same flushness to it. 

The thing that shocked me about it was yes I had the sound, 
yes I had the feel, but the ball was holding its line better in 
a crosswind. That was really surprising - the ball was getting 
through the wind better and travelling the same distance. 

“For me, irons are not all about distance. I’ve played the same 
lofts since I was 14. The length, grip size has stayed the same. 

The only thing that’s changed is my lie angle over the years with 
the different swings. I’ve played blades my whole life. 

“We all grew up in the same era when the lofts were weaker, 
and I haven’t changed from that. Mike knows what that looks 
like because that’s what he grew up playing. In this day, when 
guys are hitting a wedge 150, 155 because it’s 45 degrees, that’s 
a totally different look. I picked up Rory’s wedge recently and 
was like, ‘Holy cow! That’s about my 9-iron,’ and it is. 

“We experimented with different types of musclebacks, 
getting the centre of gravity behind the centre of the face 
with a rounded shape, but that wasn’t quite right because if 
I hit it in the heel or toe I wasn’t getting the distance I would 
from a straight muscleback. 

“My wear marks over the years have always been slightly 
towards the heel, which is where the meat of the club has 
been. If you look at Ben Hogan’s 1-iron he hit at Merion (in the 
1950 US Open) the wear mark is nearly on the hosel. We were 
trying to get it in the middle of the face and now we’ve got it 
with the tungsten weight out there in the toe.” 
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WHY HE DOESN’T 
CHANGE CLUBS 

Famously, Woods - by his own admission - isn’t much of a 
tinkerer with his equipment (he still plays the ONE Tour D ball 
launched in 2009), which is why the process of testing new 
clubs and making any switch is longer and more in-depth than 
with most players. 

“For me it starts from Mike and the engineers almost with 
a clay model. I enjoy the testing process because I have had 
to learn to understand the little, minuscule differences of 
things... like how five micros can make a difference in ball flight 
because of the dimple pattern. All these different things that 
we monkey around with change the whole dynamics. They 
know I like certain shapes, pear-shaped drivers for example. 

A lot of my success has been with a pear-shaped driver. The 
years I’ve gone away from that are the years I’ve struggled. I’ve 
never been one who enjoys a 460cc driver. I can feel the drag. 

I like it smaller.” 


Woods’ love for smaller-headed drivers stems from 
his childhood, when he learned to play the game using 
persimmon clubs with his father overseeing his progress. 

“I grew up on persimmon,” he says. “So the ball always 
moved, and you always had to curve it one way or the other. 
The gear effect was amazing. If you hit the ball off the heel, 
it starts way left and then it cuts back. Hit the ball off the toe 
and it starts way right and then it comes back. 

“Playing with persimmon hones your senses, it hones your 
feel. You have to be so precise because if you miss by a tiny 
amount, it does a lot, especially with the older balls. But then, 
when you get to the golf balls that we’ve got now and you 
hit it with persimmon, if you start it off to the left, it doesn’t 
cut back. 

“In 2000, 1 played at St Andrews and was playing the ninth 
hole. It was driveable at the time. I had the Tour Accuracy in 
my bag and Peter Dawson came out, the head of the R&A, so I 
hit the driver - it was downwind - and I drove it on the green. 

“He said: ‘Hey, why don’t you hit this one?’ It was an old 
gutta-percha ball. So I hit it, and there’s two bunkers off the 




TIGER ON RORY 

Woods talks about the new force in global golf... 
‘We’re rivals and friends, you can be both. When 
we’re out there competing we’re competing. We 
chat a lot, it’s been fun to get to know him over the 
last few years, we had an exchange there about 
three years ago where we were in the same group 
maybe three of the four playoff events and that’s 
when our relationship took off. It’s going to be tricky 
for him to dominate because the fields are getting 
deeper, it is more difficult to win. The fields are 
more bunched around the cut. From the guy who’s 
winning to the guy in 70th, the gap used to be 14, 
15 shots, now it’s nine or 10 shots, so it’s harder to 
get separation. But he’s got the talent to do it.” 


tee that I had never seen before and I just barely carried them. 

I said, ‘Oh s***!’ 

“I drove it on the green with my ball, and then I hit a driver 
and a 4-iron with a gutta-percha ball to the same hole. I think 
technology has come a long way. 

“I’ve talked with Jack Nicklaus about what he did. He’ll tell 
you that he shaped his driver and put a little more roll on the 
heel because when it got tight going down the 
stretch on the back nine, he’d ‘neck’ it on 
purpose and hit a heel-cut. It would start 
down the left rough and cut back into 
the fairway every time. That doesn’t 
happen now. If you try to play the 
same shot, it goes straight into the 
trees and doesn’t come back.” 

Not all new club designs 
have got Woods’ approval. Fads 
in shapes have come and gone 
many times in his career and it’s no 
surprise the one that was furthest 
removed from traditional sticks in 
Woods’ mind. 

“When they came out with the square 
driver, I kept missing that thing dead straight. 

When the wind was coming off the right and I wanted to cut it 
and hold it against the wind, it just went straight and I couldn’t 
handle that.” 

When you consider the genuine rise in performance 
Woods needs to see before making a change, it’s not 
surprising success often comes almost immediately after. 

One of the most significant changes was back in 2000. 

Woods had been using a wound ball and switched to a solid 
construction in the Tour Accuracy TW early that season. 

“I tested it and felt great about how it performed around 
the greens and especially in the wind. I put it in play for the 
first time at the Deutsche Bank event in Hamburg. Then I 
came back to the US and played Memorial and won, and 
then I had a good showing at the US Open at Pebble (he won 
by 15 shots) and then won the British Open (by eight shots) 
and the USPGA (in a playoff over Bob May). It was a nice little 
run... I basically won four straight majors with that new ball. 
All of a sudden the wound ball was history. 

“I’ve been excited to be part of this evolutionary process 
with Nike, grown together, they’ve helped me win and I’ve 
inspired them to keep pushing.” 




Nike Vapor Speed 
Prototype Driver 

Shaft: Mitsubishi Rayon 
Diamana Blue Board 93X 


Nike Vapor 
Speed 
3 wood (15°) 

5 wood (19°) 

Shaft: Mitsubishi 
Rayon Diamana 
Blue Board 1 03X 


Nike VR Pro 
Wedges (56 
and 60°) 

Shafts: True 
Temper 
Dynamic Golf 
Tour Issue S400 


Nike Vapor Pro 
Blades (3-PW) 

Shafts: True 
Temper 
Dynamic Gold 
Tour Issue XI 00 
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INSIDE THE MIND OF 

TIGER WOODS 


HIS FAVOURITE CLUB, GREATEST INFLUENCE & BEST TIP FOR YOUR GAME 


Your favourite club? 

I’ve been asked this many 
times, it’s all 14. They have 
to be. In order to win a golf 
tournament, you’re going to 
have to use all 14 of them, and 
they’d better do exactly what 
you want. You don’t want to 
have any surprises out there, 
like hitting a long iron into a 
tight pin and it’s 220, but it flies 
240. You’ve seen me when I 
spin the club and start walking. 
Well, I know right where it’s 
going to be. If I spin the club 
and it ends up in the water, 
then we’ve got a problem. 

Who have you 
learned the most 
from about your 
game? 

Probably my dad. He was a 
simple, basic all-rounder. You 
look back at my teachings, 
for example putting. How do 
you tell a two-year-old what 
the difference is between a 
mile and an inch? There’s no 
dissemination. He came up 
with this idea of putting to a 
picture. Whatever you look at 


to take in a picture, come back 
to the ball and putt to what 
you just saw. I’ve seen guys 
step off putts, a 20-footer, 
15-footer... I have no idea why 
they’re doing that, they must 
have different strokes for that. 
I’ve always just putted to the 
picture and kept it very simple. 
I go back to a lot of my dad’s 
teachings when I’m struggling, 

I go back to the foundations 
of what I was taught and it’s 
really worked. 

Being a ‘feel’ 
player. . . 

I never hit a normal, standard 
shot on the range. I’m always 
moving something or doing 
something with it. My hands, 
my feel, I think the game is 
fluid that way. You see a lot 
of kids nowadays just tee it 
up and hit it as hard as they 
can, but that’s a different 
generation. They didn’t grow 
up with smaller heads and 
balata balls, when you had to 
hit the ball in the middle or it 
was going to dance all over the 
place with the gear effect. 



Your advice for 
amateurs? 

It starts from the green back. 
Most amateurs want to go 
to the range and hit a bunch 
of drivers. But chipping and 
putting, to be able to get up 
and down, is paramount. You 
look at most kids when they 
play golf, a lot of them can 
hit it far, but it’s amazing how 
many can’t chip and putt. They 
don’t have nerves, they’re 
aggressive, they just don’t have 
the number of shots I think 
they should, and the feel. You 
don’t see a whole 
lot of Phils or 
Seves or Oles, 
guys with great 
hands, hitting 
different shots. I 
think a lot of amateurs could 
learn a lot from them. 


How golf has 
changed... 

When you see Guan Tianlang 
qualify for the 2013 Masters; 
he was born after I won the 
tournament. That’s just not 
cool, you know. That’s the next 


generation. They are big guys 
who can move it out there. I 
was No 2 in driving distance 
for a number of years, only 
behind John Daly. Now an 
average of over 300 yards 
won’t necessarily put you in 
the top 10. I’ve had to rely on 
different parts of my game, 
my strategy, where to miss it 
and where not to miss it. © 
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LAST ISSUE SIMON 
PLUMB DECLARED 
HIS GOAL OF 
GETTING HIS 
HANDICAP DOWN 
TO SCRATCH. IN 
THIS ARTICLE, THE 
5.8 HANDICAPPER 
WRITES ABOUT 
PUTTING, CHIPPING 
AND PITCHING 
-THE MOST 
IMPORTANT PART 
OF THE GAME - 
AND THE EASIEST 
WAYS TO LOWER 
YOUR SCORE 


THE BACKGROUND 

When most club players think of scratch golfers, 
the train of thought tends to automatically 
spring straight to ball-striking - booming drives 
and flag-hunting approach shots. 

While it is true scratch players hit more 
spectacular shots more often and are likely 
to hit it further due to better technique, 
not nearly enough attention is paid to the 
skill of a scratch golfer both on and around 
the green. 

The numbers make the importance of 
the short game screamingly obvious. When 
you’re on an 18-hole, par-72 course, roughly 
30 of those shots are going to be putts; in 
other words, 41.6 per cent of your total score. 
Throw in any chips, pitches and approach 
shots within 100m, and you’re looking at the 
overwhelming majority of your scorecard. 

Therefore, the most effective way of 
lowering your scores is to weight your practice, 
between the long and short game, accordingly. 
You won’t progress much if you just blast driver 
after driver at the range every night. 

THE LONG AND 
SHORT OF IT 

Do you fear those nerve-jangling short putts? 

Or do you tend to three-putt from distance 
because you struggle with distance control on 
long putts? If you answer “yes” to either of those 
questions, the good news is there’s some easy 
gains to be made. 


Let’s look at short putts to start with. 
Scratch players are pretty much automatic 
from 6ft and in, and if you can get to 
that point your scores will plummet, your 
confidence will soar and heaps of pressure will 
come off your mental state. 

Let’s also assume from Part One of this 
series that you’ve had your putter custom- 
fitted, including loft, length, lie angle, weight, 
offset and toe flow. This is absolutely crucial. 
Your putter’s design must be compatible with 
your stroke type (and your local pro will be 
able to help you with this). 

The key to good putting is a simple 
repeatable stroke. Try to identify if you have 
a tendency in your misses. This is an ideal way 
of learning why you might miss putts and how 
to improve. For example, I know my miss with 
shorter putts tends to be left. My bad habit 
is to take the putter outside the line on the 
backswing and shut the face down as I come in 
to impact. 

TOOLS OF THE TRADE 

While there are tons of gadgets on the 
market - most of which are a waste of 
money, in my opinion - there are a couple of 
useful putting tools which will help you get 
the basics right, and which almost every tour 
professional uses religiously. 

The first is a chalk line, available at any 
hardware store. Find a straight 6ft putt on 
the practice green and put an 8ft chalk line 
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down into the centre of the cup - the extra 
2ft is important. 

Set the ball on the line, 6ft away from the cup, 
and use the extra 2ft to monitor how your putter 
head follows the line on the backswing; it should 
be either on the line or arc inside it 

You can also use a putting mirror to ensure 
your eye line and shoulders are set properly. Your 
eyes should be slightly inside of the ball, not 
directly over the top, and your shoulders should 
be square to the target If one of these is wrong, 
your putt is set up to fail. 

There is no athleticism in putting, so there’s no 
excuse for not having a perfect set-up. 

Another thing you might like to consider is 
investing in a good practice putting mat. Unlike 
hitting irons or practising with a driver on fairways, 
you don’t need acres of room to practice; you 
can do it at home. Try to be disciplined, and if 
you can manage it, allocate at least 20 minutes to 
practice your short putting every day. 

It’s worth it. You will see big results, 
and fast! 

THE NEED FOR SPEED 

Another major factor to come to grips with 
when putting is distance control, often referred 
to as lagging, because if you can get mid and 
long-range putts close to the hole more often, it’s 
going to take the pressure off the knee-knockers 
and decrease your chance of three-putting. 

Feel is obviously a major factor, knowing 
instinctively how hard to hit a putt, and how the 




pace you apply to a putt will interact with how 
the putt will break. The harder you hit it, the less 
it will break. Sheer feel can really only be honed 
the old-fashioned way... through sheer practice. 

However, there’s more to it. Technique 
is absolutely vital. In order to have a reliable 
gauge on your stroke, it must be repeatable. 
Any wrist hinging or difference in tempo 
is bad news. It’s something you’d be well 
advised to chat to your pro about for a 
quick assessment. 

PRACTICE 
WITH PRESSURE 

While drilling six-footers and lagging 
60-footers every day is great, you also need to 
make sure you’re practising with purpose, and 
that means doing whatever you can to build 
on-course pressure into the practice green. 

Try to build goals into your process. Give 
yourself 18 six-footers and keep a record of 
how many you hole in a session. Review 
the numbers and keep working on 
it until you’re hitting every 
putt into, or close to, the 
hole on a regular basis. 

Also, try to identify a 3ft circle 
around the hole, and lag 18 putts of 
varying length - from, say, 20ft, 30ft and 40ft 
- inside that circle. © 

Simon Plumb is working with Zaine Mikkelson, 
a PGA AAA coach. Contact Zaine at ^ 

zainemikkelson@gmail.com or 021 307 488 
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T his summer, New Zealand golf fans 
can look forward to seeing three top 
professional tournaments in consecutive 
weeks. Not only will galleries be able 
to walk the respective fairways of 
Clearwater Resort, Remuera Golf Club 
and The Hills and Millbrook in late February and March, 
but each event will be seen on SKY Sport, allowing Kiwi 
golf enthusiasts to enjoy the best of tournament golf. 

The first event on the golfing calendar is the ISPS 
Handa New Zealand Women’s Open to be staged at 
Christchurch’s Clearwater Resort from February 27 - 
March 1. The tournament received outstanding news prior 
to Christmas, Lydia Ko announcing her intention to return 
home to play the event. The 2014 LPGA Rookie of the 
Year has chosen to play in her national Open over chasing 
a much bigger purse in an LPGA co-sanctioned event 
in Thailand. 

“There is nothing like playing in front of my home 
fans, and this makes this tournament one of my 
favourite events of the year,” Lydia said. 

Competing against Ko will be three other former 
NZ Women’s Open champions - England’s Laura Davies, 
Australian Kristie Smith and France’s Gwladys Nocera. 
Another drawcard performer will be American Cheyenne 
Woods, niece of Tiger Woods, who will be playing in the 
tournament for the second time. 

Top-level professional tournament golf makes a 
welcome return to Auckland with the Holden New 
Zealand PGA Championship being played at the Remuera 
Golf Club from March 5-8. 

CEO of PGA New Zealand, Duncan Simpson, says that 
after an absence of more than seven years, Auckland has 
again been chosen as the tournament’s long term home. 
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1st Round SKY Sport 2 
4.00pm-6.00pm, Thursday March 12 

2nd Round SKY Sport 2 
3.00pm-6.00pm, Friday March 13 

3rd Round SKY Sport 2 
3.00pm-6.00pm, Saturday March 14 




4th Round SKY Sport 2 
3.00pm-6.00pm, Sunday March 15 
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“We’re delighted to bring a tournament of this calibre 
to Auckland and to be associated again with Holden 
New Zealand in a major golf event.” 

With the tournament scheduled the week prior 
to the BMW New Zealand Open, expect a strong 
contingent of Australian professionals to arrive in 
Auckland to take on the Kiwis headlined by the likes of 
Michael Hendry, Ryan Fox, Mark Brown, josh Geary and 
Richard Lee. There will be particular interest in whether 
Hendry can achieve a tournament three-peat. 

Attention then turns to Queenstown for the BMW 
New Zealand Open from March 12-15. The tournament 
has gone from strength to strength in recent years 
thanks to the efforts of tournament chairman John 
Hart, director Michael Glading and their team. The 
organisers will be buoyed this year with the addition 
of a new naming rights sponsor, a $NZ1 million prize 
purse and live television coverage - all serving to ensure 
the championship is one of the pre-eminent golf 
tournaments in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Hosted at two spectacular neighbouring golf courses. 
The Hills and Millbrook Resort, the championship is the 
most unique national Open in world golf incorporating 
a Pro-Am format that sees the professionals joined by 
notable amateurs. 

Adding to the celebrity golfers playing at this year’s 
event will be a host of cricket legends including Sir Viv 
Richards, Brian Lara, Sir Ian Botham, Shane Warne, Ricky 
Ponting, Stephen Fleming, and Nathan Astle. Expect to see 
entertaining golf from professionals and amateurs alike! 

The tournament will be broadcast live in New 
Zealand by SKY Sport as well as in New Zealand’s key 
tourism markets of Australia, China, japan and 
North America. © 
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EURO TOUR PREVIEW 


WLL 


AGAIN IN 2015? 


BY Bob Howitt 


S o which Rory Mcllroy will it be that tees off in 
the European Tour glamour events this year - 
the one who won nothing in 2013 or the genius 
who swept virtually all before him in 2014? 
After his much-publicised split with girlfriend 
Carolyn Wozniacki, Mcllroy - who turns 26 in May - 
went on to win four of golfs glamour events, including 
two majors. 

He took out the Open Championship and the 
BMW PGA Championship on the European Tour and 
the PGA Championship and the WGC-Bridgestone 
tournament on the PGA Tour. 


He waltzed away with the Race to Dubai crown, 
having the title in the bag even before he arrived in 
Dubai to contest what should have been the decider, 
the DB World Tour Championship. 

European Tour organisers will be hoping that at 
least one of their other glamour players, be it Henrik 
Stenson, Justin Rose, Sergio Garcia, Ian Poulter or Jamie 
Donaldson, is at least in with a sniff when the Tour 
Championship starts this time. 

WeVe selected a dozen of the most important 
or interesting events on the 2015 Tour for your 
enlightenment. They are: 


APRIL 16-19 


APRIL 22-26 



SHENZHEN INTERNATIONAL 

Glenzon GC, Shenzhen, China 
New event 

PURSE: $US2.5 million 

The burgeoning Chinese golf scene has taken another 
big step forward with the inclusion of the Shenzhen 
International on the European Tour, in the week 
following the Masters. The venue is the Neil Haworth- 
designed Glenzon GC, which hosted the 2014 China 
Open. European Tour chief executive George O’Grady 
says China has beconne an increasingly important player 
in the global golf market. Through its international 
trading links, Shenzhen is China’s window to the world. 
Besides promoting golf, local officials plan to use this 
event to showcase the modern and vibrant city of 
Shenzhen to the world. The field will comprise 100 
European Tour players, 50 Chinese Golf Association 
players and six sponsor invitees. 


VOLVO CHINA OPEN 

Tomson Pudong GC, Shanghai, China 

2013 WINNER: Brett Rumford 

2014 WINNER: Alexander Levy 
PURSE: $US3.2 million 

With the Shenzhen International being allocated to the 
Glenzon GC, the China Open has moved to the Tomson 
Pudong GC in the heart of Shanghai city. This will be the 21st 
staging of the event and, remarkably, there have been 20 
different winners. The most recent was Alexander Levy, who 
finished four shots clear of Tommy Fleetwood last year, with 
New Zealand’s Mark Brown a creditable T24. The 2013 winner, 
Australia’s Brett Rumford, also had four shots to spare. 
Rumford had gone six years without success before winning 
two tournaments (this and the Ballantine’s 
Championship in South Korea) in a fortnight. 

He was winless again in 2014! 



MAY 21-24 

BMW PGA CHAMPIONSHIP 

Wentworth GC, Surrey, England 

2013 WINNER: Matteo Manassero 

2014 WINNER: Rory Mcllroy 
PURSE: €4.75 million 

Played annually on the West Course at Wentworth, this 
event offered the highest European Tour prize money 
until the Race to Dubai was introduced. With a purse 
of €4.75 million, it’s still one of the most prestigious 
tournaments on the calendar. Just ask Rory Mcllroy, who 
took home the winner’s cheque of €791,660 last year. It 
is the European Tour’s ‘designated’ event for the purpose 
of official world golf rankings. The winner receives 
an invite to the US Open and the next three Open 
Championships. Colin Montgomerie is the only player to 
win the event three years in a row. 


JULY 2-5 

ALSTON OPEN DE FRANCE 

Le Golf National, Paris 

2013 WINNER: Graeme McDowell 

2014 WINNER: Graeme McDowell 
PURSE: €3 million 

Can Graeme McDowell complete a hat-trick of victories in the 
French Open? He didn’t fancy his chances of winning in 2014 
after a disappointing Saturday back nine, but a spectacular 
collapse by overnight leader Kevin Stadler saw him overturn 
an eight-shot deficit. After a horrendous opening nine 41, 

Stadler could still have forced a playoff but missed his putt at 
18 from 2ft! McDowell’s stunning 67 in wet, windy conditions 
allowed him to successfully defend a title for the first time in his 
career. The beautiful Le Golf National course on the outskirts 
of Versailles is preparing to host the Ryder Cup in 2018, which 
will be the first time the event has been staged in Continental 



JULY 16-19 

THE OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP 

St Andrews GC (Old Course), Fife, Scotland 

2013 WINNER: Phil Mickelson 

2014 WINNER: Rory Mcllroy 
PURSE: $US8 million 

Where better to stage the 144th Open Championship than 
at the ‘Home of Golf’, St Andrews, where the event 
has been conducted on no fewer than 28 occasions, 
starting in 1873. Rory Mcllroy will be defending 
the Claret Jug at the course where Tiger Woods 
triumphed in 2000 and 2005. The most recent 
staging of the event at St Andrews was in 2010 
when South African Louis Oosthuizen romped 
away to a seven-stroke victory. St Andrews 
exudes history, with golf having been played 
there since 1754. Not only does the winner 
take home a small fortune - Mcllroy’s share 
was €1.22 million - but he automatically 
plays the other three majors for the 

next five years. Since last year’s 
tournament. The Royal 
and Ancient Golf Club 
of St Andrews has 
famously admitted 
female members. 
The event is always 
played on the 
weekend of the third 
Friday in July. 


JULY 23-26 

OMEGA EUROPEAN MASTERS 

Crans-sur-Sierre GC, Crans-Montana, Switzerland 

2013 WINNER: Thomas Bjorn 

2014 WINNER: David Lipsky 
PURSE: €2.3 million 

One of the most prestigious events played on European soil, 
at the breathtakingly beautiful Crans-sur-Sierre course in the 
Swiss Alps, the tournament started life in 1923 as the Swiss 
Open, changing to the European Masters in 1983. New Zealand’s 
Bob Charles won here in 1962 and again in 1974. American David 
Lipsky broke through for his maiden European Tour victory in 
2014, winning the playoff from Graeme Storm. 
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OCTOBER 1-4 



ALFRED DUNHILL LINKS 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

St Andrews (Old), Carnoustie, Kingsbarns GCs, Fife, Scotland 
2013 WINNER: David Howell 2014 WINNER: Oliver Wilson 
PURSE: €5 million 

This tournament, played across three famous links courses (with 
the final round always at St Andrews’ Old Course), is winning a 
reputation for resuscitating English players’ careers. When David 
Howell triumphed in 2013, it was his first win in seven years. When 
Oliver Wilson succeeded last year it was his first win ever! He’d 
nine times been a runner-up and was a Ryder Cup player in 2008 
but his game had plunged into the wilderness to such an extent 
his biggest cheque in the 12 months leading up to the Dunhill Links 
Championship was £3480 and his world ranking had slumped to 792. 
“This win has been ten or eleven years coming,” he said. “I guess 
it’s what golf is all about, about how I’d never gone out and won 
a tournament.” His winning cheque was worth £489,416. This is a 
Pro-Am event, with the cut embracing the top 
60 pros and 20 top Pro-Am teams (a concept 
adopted by NZ Golf for the New 
Zealand Open). Celebrities 
such as Shane Warne, Sir Ian 
Botham, Sean Fitzpatrick and 
actor Hugh Grant have played 
the event in recent years. 


JULY30-AUGUST2 

PAUL LAWRIE MATCHPLAY 

Murcar Links GC, Aberdeen, Scotland 
New event 
PURSE: €1 million 

This new tournament is the brainchild of former Ryder Cup 
player Paul Lawrie, who grew up in Aberdeen. With a starting 
purse of €1 million, the event will involve 64 players in a straight 
knockout contest. A stalwart of the European Tour for 23 years, 
Lawrie will be the tournament host with his management 
company R Sports & Entertainment promoting the event and 
Satire Energy the title sponsor. The elite event will be a boost 
for the city of Aberdeen. Murcar GC dates from 1909 and 
hosted the Scottish Challenge on the European Tour in 2006. 


NOVEMBER 5-8 
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NOVEMBER 19-22 

DP WORLD TOUR CHAMPIONSHIP 

Jumeirah Golf Estates, Dubai, UAE 

2013 WINNER: Henrik Stenson 

2014 WINNER: Henrik Stenson 
PURSE: $US8 million 

The European Tour bosses will be hoping that one individual 
(such as Rory Mcllroy) doesn’t establish such a conrimanding 
lead by the time of the tour’s climax in Dubai that the other 59 
competitors are merely playing for the runner-up slot Mcllroy 
took out the Race to Dubai competition by a staggering €2.17 
million, boosting his season’s earnings by €749,323 by finishing 
in a tie for second with Victor Dubuisson and Justin Rose in this 
season-ending event It was won, for the second year running, 
by Henrik Stenson, but this time he was too far back to catch 
Mcllroy. The top 10 finishers in the Race to Dubai for 2014 were: 1 
Rory Mcllroy, 2 Henrik Stenson, 3 Justin Rose, 4 Jamie Donaldson, 
5 Victor Dubuisson, 6 Sergio Garcia, 7 Marcel Siem, 8 Brooks 
Koepka, 9 Alexander Levy, 10 Shane Lowry. 
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OCTOBER 29-NOVEMBER 1 

BMW MASTERS 

Lake Malaren GO, Shanghai, China 

2013 WINNER: Gonzalo Fernandez-Castano 

2014 WINNER: Marcel Siem 
PURSE: $US7 million 

Englishman Ross Fisher came desperately close to setting a 
European Tour record in this event last year. Starting the day 11 
strokes adrift of leader Alexander Levy, he produced a scorching 
round of 67 in challenging windy conditions while 
Levy could do no better than 78. They were 
joined by German Marcel Siem, who had a 73. 

At the first playoff hole, Siem ^ 
chipped in for birdie to claim 
the prize, denying Fisher what 
would have been a European 
Tour comeback record. This 
was Siem’s fourth tournament 
victory, the previous three 
coming in England, France and 
Morocco. The €1.67 million he 
won allowed him to finish an 
impressive seventh in the 
Race to Dubai. When this 
tournament was first launched 
it offered the richest prize 
in golf - $US2 million to the 
winner (from an elite field of 30 
(players). The sponsors eventually 
agreed to expand the field to 
78 and effectively halve the 
winner’s purse. 

^ BMW 

Masters 201^ 


NOVEMBER 12-15 

TURiaSH OPEN 

Montgomerie Maxx Royal GC, Antalya, Turkey 

2013 WINNER: Victor Dubuisson 

2014 WINNER: Brooks Koepka 
PURSE: $US7 million 

The second winner of this fledgling tournament, Brookes Koepka 
(Victor Dubuisson was the first) proved that the best preparation 
for becoming a successful golfer is playing golf After he and Jordan 
Spieth missed their PGA cards at the 2012 Q School, Koepka chose 
to compete on Europe’s second-tier Challenge Tour, a decision 
that took him to such diverse countries as India, South Africa, 
Kenya, Spain, Kazakhstan, Czech Republic, Italy and Britain. Koepka 
won three tournaments, one by 10 strokes, and soon earned his 
European Tour card. And at Antalya he edged out Ian Poulter by 
one stroke to take out the Turkish Open, winning a cool €1.66 
million. Koepka is a prodigious driver of the ball. When he was at 
college his father Bob took him to be fitted for clubs. The club 
fitter couldn’t believe what he was seeing on the launch monitor, 
for Koepka’s driver swing was 127-128mph! 


WGC-HSBC CHAMPIONS 

Sheshan International GC, Shanghai, China 

2013 WINNER: Dustin Johnson 

2014 WINNER: Bubba Watson 
PURSE: $US8.5 million 

They call it ‘Bubba Golf’... Bubba Watson’s extraordinary 
capacity to uncork extreme highs and lows all in the one round. 
This was never better exemplified than in the 2014 WGC-HSBC 
Champions tournament in Shanghai. At the 17th hole on his 
final round Watson drove into a bunker, then sent his next shot 
rocketing over the green. The bogey he finished with appeared 
to have handed the event to South Africa Tim Clark. But at 
the 18th, now two strokes adrift, Watson holed a 30m bunker 
shot for eagle to force a playoff, then denied Clark by holing 
a 20ft birdie putt at the first extra hole, making it a contender 
for Finish of the Year. When Bubba is at his best, there’s no 
better golfer in the world. “It was a once-in-a-lifetime shot,” he 
admitted. This was Watson’s first win outside the US. 
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THE MASTERS PREVIEW 


STORY Bob Howitt 

ALL YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT 1 

THE MASTERS 


T he 79th edition of the Masters Tournament 
will be staged at the Augusta National Golf 
Club in Augusta, Georgia, from April 12 to 15. 
There are countless fascinating 
facts relevant to this unique event Some you 
may be aware of, some you may not So for your 
enlightenment read on: 

Membership of the exclusive Augusta National 
club is around 300. You cannot apply to join - you 
can only be invited to join. 

Jack Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer and John Harris (a 
Champions Tour members) are the only professional 
golfers known to be members. 

The club was founded by Bobby Jones and 


Clifford Roberts and has staged the Masters 
tournament since 1934. 

Dr Alister Mackenzie was personally selected by 
Bobby Jones to design the (par-72) course, which 
stretches to 7435yds (6798m). 

The course is open only seven months of the year, 
being shut down in May, six weeks after the Masters, 
and not reopening until October. 







^ Bubba Watson tees 
^ off on the 12th hole 
(Golden Bell) during 
^^the 2014 Masters^ 









The course features 100 acres of fairway and 40 acres 
of rough. 

There are 44 bunkers and six water hazards (on holes 2, 11, 12, 
13,15,16). 

The tees, fairways and rough are comprised of perennial rye 
grass with bent grass used on the greens. 

When the founders purchased the land, it had been a 
nursery; hence the names of the 18 holes. Each hole features the 
plant after which it is named. They are: 


1 

Tea Olive 

2 

Pink Dogwood 

3 

Flowering Peach 

4 

Flowering Crab Apple 

5 

Marigold 

6 

Juniper 

7 

Pam pa 

8 

Yellow Jasmine 

9 

Carolina Cherry 

10 

Camellia 

11 

White Dogwood 

12 

Golden Bell 

13 

Azalea 

14 

Chinese Fir 


15 

Firethorn 

16 

Redbud 

17 

Nandina 

18 

Holly 


All past Masters champions are invited back to compete. 
Old-timers expected to take their place in the 2015 field are 
Tom Watson (who won the event in 1977 and 1981) and four 
players who won in the 1980s - Ben Crenshaw, Bernhard Langer, 
Sandy Lyle and Larry Mize. 

The Masters has the smallest field of the four majors. 
Officially, it remains an invitation event, with a set of qualifying 
criteria, with the top 50 ranked golfers automatic invitees. 

The 2014 tournament was won by Bubba Watson by three 
strokes from Jordan Spieth, who at 20 was close to becoming 
the youngest player to win the event. 

Watson joins a select group who have won the Masters 
twice, among them jack Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer, Tiger Woods, 
Tom Watson, Sam Snead, Gary Player, Ben Hogan and Seve 
Ballesteros. 

Watson, the winner in 2012 and 2014, has never had a golf 
lesson in his life, nor a coach. 

Prior to 2012, Augusta National was a male bastion, but 
on August 20 that year the first two women members were 
admitted - former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and 
South Carolina financier Darla Moore. 

World No 1 Rory Mcllroy has won four majors (the 
PGA Championship twice, the US Open and the Open 
Championship) but so far the Masters has eluded him. His best 
finish in six attempts was T8 last year. © 
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THERE'S OHLY ONE THING BETTER THAN A WHOLE LOT 
OF DISTANCE. MORE DISTANCE. THE VAPOR DRIVER IS 
DESIGNED WITH MORE DISTANCE IN MIND. 


VAPOR PRO 
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A MYSTIQUE HAS EXISTED ABOUT THE HILLS 
SINCE IT OPENED IN 2007. ITS A PRIVATE CLUB, 
RUMOURED TO BE ELITIST, BUT IS, IN FACT, 
ANYTHING BUT WE TAKE A PEEK BEHIND THE 
SCENES AT THIS UNIQUE PLACE WHICH HAS 
HOSTED FOUR NEW ZEALAND OPENS, TO 
FIND OUT WHAT MAKES THE HILLS SO SPECIAL 


STORY Neville Idour 
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L arge but modest farm-style wooden gates on the 

outskirts of Arrowtown offer no hint that a world-class 
golf course lies beyond them. 

But pass through the gates and drive along the winding 
road, past the car park and over a rise, and shortly the pristine 
practice fairway with its row of neatly stacked balls comes into view. 

Two hundred metres further on, situated behind a row of 
pine trees, is The Hills’ iconic award-winning clubhouse. Like the 
entrance to the course, it is as understated as it is magnificent. 

The owner of The Hills, Sir Michael Hill, is in the clubhouse 
talking with staff. As we sit down for a chat, director of golf 
Craig Palmer joins us and reveals that the latest New Zealand 
golf course rankings rate The Hills at No 2, edged out of top 
spot by Kinloch. It is great news for Michael and his team. 

The story of how Sir Michael came to develop the course is 
well documented - a former deer farm converted into golfing 
parkland - and so too is the manner in which it came about, 
through the friendship and encouragement of Harvard-trained 
course designer John Darby. 

What started out as a putting green led to much more... 
much, much more! 


According to Sir Michael, Darby initially suggested 
constructing three holes and then said that by adding a few 
bunkers and several tees he could create a nine-hole, par-3 
layout. Which worked well for a period of time. 

In 1997, Sir Michael organised a golf tournament to raise 
money for Raleigh International, a youth development charity. 
Competitors played 18 holes at Millbrook, then popped over the 
road to ‘Hillbrook’, as it became known, for a shootout. 

The popular tournament was staged over a number of years, 
raising significant funds. 

One year broadcaster Mike Hosking mentioned on national 
television how he was “looking forward to playing Michael’s chip 
and putt course”. The comment spurred Sir Michael into action. 

“I was sick of people calling it a chip and putt course, so I 
asked John if he could incorporate a par four golf hole.” 

In the autumn of 2002, Darby, with the help of landscape 
gardener Sebastian Mead and Millbrook’s head greenkeeper Ian 
Douglas, set about creating The Hills’ first ‘proper’ hole. In the 
existing layout, this is now the par-4 sixth, the iconic Dragon 
Fly hole. 

Sir Michael recalls that in creating this hole they almost 
lost a digger when it hit a spring, turning the area around it 
into a muddy pond. Fortunately, the digger was rescued and 
the hole completed. 

The tee was near his house with the green 400m away. One 
day, when standing on the green. Sir Michael commented to 
Darby, “We are so far from the house here. Can we develop 
another hole that returns to the house?” 

Darby duly set about designing and building what is now the 
short par-5 fifth, known to many of The Hills’ members as Table 
Top, the original green being 50m closer to the house than the 
current hole. 

For a golf course designer there was, of course, only one 
thing to do - keep going. 

“Why not let me design you a full eighteen-hole course?” 
Darby asked. 

A simple no frills, no bunkers course would cost around $4 
million, but, to cut a long story short. Sir Michael said, “To hell 
with it, we might as well build a championship course!” 

It took five years, and many more millions, for the 18-hole 
layout to be completed. 
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MAKING HIS 

MARK 

Mark Hill is a likeable and unpretentious 
individual who was born in Whangarei in 1969. 
After completing his secondary schooling in 
Auckland, he moved to Australia where he 
studied graphic design, graduating from the 
Queensland College of Art in Brisbane. 

He worked as a designer and photographer 
for a few years until, seeking a lifestyle 
change, he returned to New Zealand with his 
wife Monika in 1998. The couple moved to 
Arrowtown and onto the family property. They 
have two sons, now aged 13 and 15. 

It was six years after Mark’s return that 
he became interested in sculpture. His now 
famous dragonflies on the sixth fairway lake 
set the foundation for the sculpture park that 
exists today. 


“It’s been a remarkable experience,” says Sir Michael, adding, 
with a laugh, “I would love to do it again, but I’m not allowed.” 

What was Sir Michael’s vision for The Hills when it 
opened in 2007? 

“When the club first opened for members, we were 
determined that our structure and rules would be different from 
other private clubs and this is what sets us apart still. We pride 
ourselves on providing a relaxed atmosphere for our members and 
their guests to enjoy. At the outset, a goal of two hundred family 
memberships at $10,000 annually was the objective. I was told I 
had no chance of getting two hundred members at that price. 
Well, we did. Membership closed in April 2014 when the 200th 
joined. There is now a waiting list.” 

As for The Hills living up to Sir Michael’s expectations, 
he says, “Part of my dream is to make this one of the most 
remarkable experiences anywhere. We have people from all 
walks of life here, from very simple humble people to the 
more sophisticated and highbrow. It’s nice to have that mix with 
no pretence. 



This led to an exhibition of insects in 
Auckland, which was a sell-out; the dragonflies 
continue to be one of his best sellers. 

He has two other sculptures at The Hills - 
Kelp andWeta. 

Mark works from his studio at The Hills, 
mainly on commission for private collections 
in New Zealand, Australia and even as far away 
as Germany. 

There are several completed works outside 
his studio and Mark is hoping to get enough 
finished so he can hold another exhibition. 

Does he play golf? “No, I played golf only 
when I was at school, from about fifteen to 
eighteen. I’m more into surfing and outdoor 
pursuits, although that’s not to say I won’t take 
up golf in the future.’’ 

His sons have expressed an interest in golf 
and their father has offered good advice: “I 
said to them, there’s a golf course at the back 
door, so just do it.’’ 

Mark’s sister Emma is general manager of 
The Hills. 


“We do not have a dress code. We want members to treat 
the clubhouse as their home where they can conduct business 
meetings or even host a dinner function. Every little thing adds up 
to the big picture. 

“It just goes to show, if you do something uniquely different 
and with excellence it will succeed.” 

Where will The Hills rate in New Zealand golf lore? Sir Michael 
says, “I would like to be known for leaving something very special 
for people to enjoy.” 

Of course, although Sir Michael is happy with his golf course he 
is not about to rest on his laurels. A tour of the course is offered 
and my host and I head out in one of the 46 brand new mica 
burnt-orange coloured golf carts, chosen because they match the 
spectacular autumn colours and tussocks in the area. 

Our first stop is the land adjacent to the 18th teeing area which 
will one day house the new nine hole par-3 course. This is an 
ambitious project about which Sir Michael is most enthusiastic. 

“It will be a point of difference, unique for New Zealand. It 
will follow the Augusta model. A lot of people have little time 
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To play 
Muriwai 

is to play 
golf os 
nature 
intend 




A True Links Course situated approx- 
imately 40 minutes from 
Auckland City on the ruggedly 
beautiful West Coast 

Full facilities available including: 

• electric carts 

• hire clubs 

• pull trundlers 

• catering and bar service 7 days 
Memberships available. 

Group, company and casual 
golfers welcome. % 



/r. 


i MURIWAI 

GOLF LINKS 


Call 0800 Muriwai 

Coast, Road Muriwai • Phone +64 9 41 1 8454 
Fax +64 9 41 1 7123 • email: muriwaishop@golf.co.nz 
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WHAT 
YOU GET 

What do members of 
The Hills enjoy for their 
investment? First and 
foremost, a superb golfing 
experience whenever they 
choose to play. Booking a 
tee time is rarely necessary 
and members do not pay 
cart hire fees. Tuition 
is available from Craig 
Palmer (pictured above) 
who is assisted by fellow 
pro Willie Moore. 
The club has a fully 
equipped gymnasium and 
luxurious spa treatment 
area while the clubhouse 
provides an inviting 
atmosphere for apres golf, 
thanks to the friendly and 
attentive service from staff. 
Members have the 
privilege of bringing 
guests who can play at 
special green fee rates. As 
a protection for members, 
non-members may not play 
more than three times in any 
one calendar year. 


to spare for golf and here you will be able 
to have sonne fun for one or two hours in 
a nnagnificent setting. Women will love it. 
John Darby has already done a preliminary 
routing plan.” 

Head greenkeeper Brendan Allen adds'? 
‘The par three course has to have holes 
that are exceptional, visually as well as 
for playability. The initial plan is exciting, 
with one hole facing Lake Hayes, another^ 
Coronet Peak. Others will take in the 
Kawarau Gorge and the Crown Range. 
Collectively, they will represent a real 
smorgasbord of the region’s backdrops.” 

The length of holes will vary from 65m 
to 140m. 

“It will be a fun course,” says Allen, 
“probably walking only, with custom- 
made small bags available to carry the few 
clubs needed.” 

A key feature of the new development is , 
a water race which flows throughout the area. 
Earthworks construction should begin in 2016. 

Allen leads the team with the 
responsibility for maintaining the course ' 
in pristine condition. He says the team 
is proud of its uniqueness and of the 
environment it creates. 

“Our green keeping team can vary in 
number from ten in winter to as many as 
twenty-two in the summertime, especially 
around the time of the New Zealand Open. 

In summer, it takes seven men to cut the^^ 
grass bunker faces once a week.” ' 

From the par-3 land we drive to the area 
that is really the inner sanctum of The Hills, 
a delightful setting among trees: it is the 
home of the Hill families. 

Secluded behind the trees flanking the 
fifth fairway and green is the almost finished 
19th hole, a stunning par-3 measuring 111m to 
the centre of the green and 130m to the rear, 
located in front of the guest lodge. 

This par-3 will be a delight for anyone 


privileged to play it. It has a lake fronting the 
green requiring 90m clearance. The striking 
three-level green has a bunker on the left 
side and a beautiful water feature flowing 
down the right, with an attractive garden 
feature above it. 

Greenkeeper Allen calls this a gambler’s 
green due to its three tiers and contours 
that will feed any good shot back to the 
centre. This hole will be used only as an 
alternate when a hole on the course is 
closed for any reason, such as when the 16th 
undergoes refurbishment later this year. 

Moving away from the 19th we come to 
an historic cottage that is an original building 
dating back over 100 years. 

Nearby is son Mark’s family home and 
his sculpture workshop. Outside stand 
several steel sculptures, either commissions 
or works in progress. Several of Mark’s 
sculptures can be seen in the golf course, 
part of a growing collection. 

What inspired Sir Michael to create a 
sculpture park on his golf course? 

“When I saw Allan Gibbs’ sculpture park 
at Kaipara Harbour, the largest in the world, I 
thought why not do something similar here 
at The Hills.” 

To date, most of Sir Michael’s collection 
is Australasian although The Wolves are 
Coming, situated on the 18th fairway, is a 
major work by Chinese artist Liu Ruowang. 

Sir Michael first saw the remarkable work 
at an outdoor exhibition in Beijing in 2010. 

He expressed interest in buying five wolves 
and ended up with the complete set of 111 
pieces, thus giving the wolves a new home 
amongst the stunning backdrop of The Hills. 
They are his personal favourite. 

Our tour is over and I thank Sir Michael 
for taking The Cut behind the scenes 
and revealing how his modest par 3 
course has developed into a world-class 
championship course. 0 






Whether you’re looking for on-course performance to improve your game, or fashion forward 
off-course style - Sundog’s collection will deliver beyond your expectations. 

Linkz Marketing is proud to be appointed the new exclusive agent for New Zealand. 

We’re excited to offer the latest frame designs and lens technologies featuring Sundog’s 
Genuine Performance pledge of exceptional performance and value. 
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NEW ZEALAND OPEN 


CRICKET LEGENDS TO 




S ome of the greatest cricketers 
in the history of the game will 
swap their bats for golf clubs and 
resume battle at the BMW New 
Zealand Open when they line up 
in the inaugural ANZ Celebrity 
Challenge from March 12 to 15. 

West Indians Sir Viv Richards and 
Brian Lara, Englishmen Sir Ian Botham and 
Graeme Swann, Australians Ricky Ponting 
and Shane Warne and New Zealand’s 
Stephen Fleming, Nathan Astle and Mark 
Richardson will all be contesting the event 
as amateur golfers in a Pro-Am team 
format, the ANZ Celebrity Challenge. 

Botham has taken part in the event 
previously, having played as a celebrity at The 
Hills in 2013, and has jumped at the chance to 
take up the challenge again this year. 

“I find it difficult to turn down the 
chance to come and play golf in New 
Zealand, especially in Queenstown with its 
stunning scenery and fantastic food and 
wine,” said Botham. 

“I have played in the Dunhill event 
for many years and it’s just great to see a 


• tournament played across similar lines being 

• held in New Zealand.” 

• An added incentive for Botham this 

• year is the chance to play alongside the 
p legendary Sir Viv Richards, the two men 

• having enjoyed a great rivalry on the cricket 

• field during the 1980s when they were 
■ equally good friends off the field. 

• These days, they are more concerned 

• with their short game than tearing 

• opposition teams apart. 

• Meanwhile, former New Zealand 

• captain Fleming and long-time Australian 
» rival Ponting are back for the second 

• year running to try to beat each other on 
c the manicured fairways of The Hills and 

• Millbrook. Ponting showed his golfing 
^ prowess with six birdies in the opening 

• round in 2013, so Fleming will have his work 
J cut out to beat his Aussie mate. 

» Ponting was thrilled to be invited back. 

• “I can’t wait for the chance to pit my 

• golfing skills again with some of the best 
c cricketing names in the game. The BMW 

• New Zealand Open is a fantastic event and 
p I love coming to Queenstown to be part of 

• the action,” he said. 

• Fleming was equally enthused. “This 

• tournament is always a key date in my 

• diary. It is heaps of fun, especially as I get 

• to battle it out with my cricketing peers on 
^ the golf course in such a beautiful setting. 

• My experience of playing in the 2014 event 
would rank up there with some of the best 

• sporting moments in my entire career.” 

® Like Ponting and Fleming, former Black 
« Caps opener Richardson is taking up the 

• challenge once again, while Lara, Astle, 

^ Warne and Swann are making their debuts. 

• No doubt all will be keen to outstrip 

• their cricket rivals in the ANZ Celebrity 
» Challenge, which promises plenty of on- 

• course fireworks and maybe some good- 

• natured sledging along the way. 

» Warne said he was “really excited” to be a 

• part of the Pro-Am and added that “hopefully 
I can find some form before the tournament 
starts! I absolutely loved my last round at The 
Hills late last year, and am looking forward to 
getting back out there again”. 

John Hart, chairman of the BMW New 
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Zealand Open organising committee, 
welcomed the opportunity to have New 
Zealand’s most prestigious golf event align 
with the Cricket World Cup. 

“It is quite unique to have this incredible 
line-up of cricket legends come to New 
Zealand as a group for the first time. Our 
tournament creates the opportunity to 
celebrate New Zealand’s co-hosting of the 
Cricket World Cup and to enjoy the banter 
and rivalry that exists amongst this group of 
legendary sportsmen.” 

Susan McGregor, ANZ’s head of 
corporate marketing and sponsorship, said 
the ANZ Celebrity Challenge will inject 
some highly competitive celebrity fun into 
the professional tournament, which is a tier 
one event on the PGA Tour of Australasia. 

“ANZ is proud to be able to bring some of 
the world’s greatest cricketers to this year’s 
BMW New Zealand Open as part of our 
summer celebration of everything cricket. 

“The ANZ Celebrity Challenge will be fun 
but, make no mistake, the competition will 
be fierce. As supporters of cricket in New 
Zealand for more than fifteen years and 
golf for a number of years, we’ve learned 
that the one thing the two sports have in 
common is intensely competitive players. 

“It will make compelling viewing to see 
these legends of cricket go head-to-head 
on the golf course and we’re thrilled to be 
part of one of the world’s most unique 
national Opens.” 

ANZ Celebrity 
Challenge format: 

• Each cricket legend will be partnered 
by a professional in a 2-ball best-ball 
team format; 

• Each professional competes for 
the BMW New Zealand Open as an 
individual, but for this competition 10 
professionals wiH partner 10 celebrity 
cricketers and compete for the ANZ 
Celebrity challenge team event; 

• Celebrities all play off their official 
handicaps; 

• Lowest ANZ Celebrity Challenge 
team score over the four days wins 
the ANZ Celebrity Challenge Cup. 
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Sir Ian Botham and 
Shane Warne are big 
fans of playing in 




POWERFUL JAPAN 
TOUR PRESENCE 

A powerful contingent of 2 1 Japan Tour 
players is heading to Queenstown for the 
BMW New Zealand Open. That group 
includes seven of the top 30 players from 
the 2014 tour money list, which compares 
with last year’s tournament when the 
best of the Japan Tour representatives 
ranked 32nd. 

Tournament director Michael Glading 
is excited by the players flying in for 
this year’s event. “They are world class 
players and we’re expecting many 
of them to be in the hunt when the 
tournament heads into the final day ’ 

Leading the Japan Tour charge is 
Yusaku Miyazato, who finished 1 1th on 
the money list, achieving seven top 10 
finishes including victory in the Token 
Homemate Cup in April. Miyazato comes 
from a strong golfing family His brother 
Kiyoshi also plays on the Japan Tour and 
his sister Ai has won nine tournaments on 
the LPGA Tour. 

Other standouts are Toru Taniguchi, 
who has legendary status in Japan, having 
won 1 9 times throughout his career, and 
David Oh, an American who secured his 
maiden tour victory in 2014, finishing 
ranked 18th. 

Others heading to Queenstown who 
ply their trade on the Japan Tour include 
Australians Brendan Jones, who claims 
career earnings of just on $NZ10 million, 
and Brad Kennedy who won the 2011 
NZ Open. They will be joined by New 
Zealanders Michael Hendry and David 
Smail, who ranked 5 1 st and 7 6th on the 
JapanTour in2014. 


YOUTH INITIATIVE 


TIPENETO PERFORM 

Popular Kiwi songwriter and musician 
Benny Tipene will headline the ‘Open 
Sounds by Amisheld’ concert held 
during the BMW NZ Open. 

Tipene may not have won the hrst 
ever X Factor New Zealand in 2013, but 
that hasn’t hindered his rise to fame. He is 
now on his fourth hit single, with his new 
album Bricks taking out top spot on the 
New Zealand charts. 

His single ‘Lonely’ was secured for 
the launch of Spotify and Telecom’s 
#FreeTheMusic campaign, and ‘Make 
You Mine’ became the theme of the 
‘Coke Loves Summer’ campaign. 

The past year has seen him 
perform at festivals and events up 
and doAvn the country as well 
as supporting overseas 
acts Madden Brothers, 

American Authors 
and KT Tunstall. 

Open Sounds by 
Amisheld, an open 
air concert held 
on the Friday 
night of the 
tournament, will 
take place at 
The Hiks. 

The concert 
will start from 
6pm on Friday 
March 13 and 
is free for those 
attending the 
golf. 
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ORGANISERS OF THE BMW NEW ZEALAND OPEN 
HAVE ANNOUNCED DETAILS OF AN INITIAnVE TO 
NURTURE LEADERSHIP SKILLS IN LOCAL YOUTH AND 
EMPOWER THEM WITH ESSENTIAL UFE SKILLS 


T he programme will see up to 
10 local high school students 
gain invaluable experience 
and knowledge from sport 
event experts. 

The initiative is being run in partnership 
with the Wakatipu Youth Trust, a non- 
government/non-profit organisation 
governed by a registered Charitable Trust 
Trust team leader Jacqui Moir said the 
four week golf-focused initiative would form 
a key component of this year’s Apprentice 
Leadership Summit and was a huge privilege 
for students. 

“As a community-based leadership 
programme, we have an emphasis on 
developing leadership skills, preparing 
youth to manage their time, work as a 
team, set goals, engage in conversations, 
network, facilitate meetings and manage 
projects, to name but a few. 

“This is achieved through experiential 
learning where the youth get to interact 
with prominent leaders from our 
community and experience challenging 
team activities in a corporate 
environment where they learn life 
skills while having fun too.” 

At the end of the four-week 
j initiative two students will win 
f internships to work at the 2015 BMW 
New Zealand Open alongside the key 
management team. 

BMW New Zealand Open 
tournament director Michael Glading 
said the idea for the initiative came 
about from a desire to connect with 
all members of the community and to 


have a positive impact on the future of 
New Zealand. 

“For many, the BMW New Zealand Open 
is a highlight of the year and has a huge 
economic benefit for the local community,” 
he said. “In addition to creating an economic 
return for the region, our goal is to help 
educate and build skills within young 
students in the community. 

“By spending time with local youth we’re 
nurturing the future of our community, and 
hopefully adding further skills to those 
keen to work in the events business in the 
years ahead. 

“Working with the students and educating 
them on key business skills such as financial 
planning, event management and marketing 
will be invaluable for them in their future 
endeavours.” 

The four-week course is open to all 
Wakatipu High School students aged 14 to 17 
and will take place in the weeks leading up to 
the tournament itself. 

Mentors will include Glading, marketing 
manager Michael Goldstein, event manager 
Mel Gimblett and operations manager 
Darren Burgess. 

Students will have fully hosted tours of 
The Hills and Millbrook Resort golf courses 
(co-hosts of the event) and will have to 
complete group tasks each week, displaying 
different skill sets. 

At the end of the four weeks students 
will submit an application for one of two 
internships at the 2015 BMW New Zealand 
Open. Tournament organisers will then 
choose the students they feel will benefit the 
most from the experience. © 
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STORY Peter Lampp 


CANT WAITE TO 

THOSE puns 


TURNING 50 IS A DEPRESSING PROSPECT FOR AAANY BLOKES BUT FOR 
A PROFESSIONAL GOLFER LIKE GRANT WAITE IT REPRESENTS A GOLDEN 
OPPORTUNITY TO RE-LAUNCH HIS CAREER. . . WITH ONE NOTABLE CHANGE 


- HE NOW PUTTS LEFTHANDED 


C an you believe it... New Zealand has a player on the 
PGA Champions Tour. His name is Grant Waite. 

Waite, who turned 50 in August, qualified for the 
lucrative older gents’ tour late last year by putting left- 
handed over four rounds at the Q School in Florida. 

It was barely noticed in his former homeland, outside his old 
Manawatu digs, because it happened the same week that Lydia Ko 
was dollar-busting elsewhere in the same state on the LPGA Tour. 

When the conversation with Waite turned to Ko, he said he 
hadn’t heard about her windfall, so they were even. 

Five years ago Waite bade farewell to the United States 
circuit because the putts weren’t dropping. That malady had 
seen him get on and off the PGA Tour between the years of 
1993 and 2004, long after he left Palmerston North and attended 
Oklahoma University. 

As the holder of a lifetime card on the PGA Tour after 408 
starts, the Champions Tour will be no stranger to him. In fact, he 
confirmed he knows every player there. 

“Pro golf is what I’ve always done and I’m looking forward 
to getting into it in the first week of February,” Waite said. “It 
gives me an opportunity to compete again as a touring pro after 
coaching for the last five years.” 

He hopes to be on the tour for another eight to 10 years. 
Waite always had a stupendous swing, and still has. He can 
blaze the ball off the tee out to 277 metres, still the average on 
the big tour. 

He won only once on the PGA Tour but was a runner-up five 
times. His success came at the 1993 Kemper Open while he twice 
went close in Canada, once when Tiger Woods did something crazy 
out of a bunker over a lake in the Canadian Open at Glen Abbey. 


Waite also won the 1992 New Zealand Open; a brass plaque 
at the 195m mark on the 18th fairway at Paraparaumu Beach 
celebrates the 2-iron he made from there for albatross. 

His two sons, Osten and Tanner, weren’t around then. 

Osten, now 20, is a budding talent at the University of North 
Florida and importantly for his father he is a leftie, which Grant 
originally was too. 

Waite has had a flourishing coaching business going since he 
left the tour. He has had four PGA Tour pros under his wing - 
Trevor Immelman, Charles Howell III, Aaron Baddeley and Daniel 
Summerhays - and intends cutting that work by 50 per cent now 
he will be playing again. 

Waite has also put a lot of time into Osten’s game. To 
simulate Osten’s putting stroke, dad had to do it left-handed and 
suddenly putts began to drop with regularity, as they did at the 
Q School where he stormed home to finish second. 

“It felt better to me and I putted just fine,” he said. “I wish I 
had started it thirty years ago.” 

It was a tough Q School; only five of the field of 78 qualified 
for full status, and Waite needed that cracking final-round 66. 

Through his Floridian twang, Waite’s lift in spirits was palpable 
and he believes he can win on the Champions circuit, the one so 
dominated by German machine Bernhard Langer last year. 

Waite was touted as a possible coach for Tiger Woods and 
while he won’t say as much, it seems there was something 
in the works. 

Now his coaching business partner Chris Como has picked 
up that gig, allowing Waite to resume playing without the 
distraction and pressures associated with anything involving 
Team Woods. ^ 
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NEW ZEALAND NEWS 


PROUDLY BROUGHT TO YOU BY 


Hertz. 



GOLF A COMPASS 
FOR A BEHER UFE 

GOLF HAS LONG BEEN ACKNOWLEDGED AS A GAME 
THAT CAN BRING OUT THE TRUE CHARACTER IN A 
PERSON, AND THE ETIQUETTE AND BEHAVIOURS OF 
GOLF TRANSLATE WELL INTO EVERYDAY LIFE 


N ow the game can also lead 
the way as an effective 
pathway for the personal 
development of young 
New Zealanders from 
all backgrounds, if New 
Zealand’s most altruistic sports sponsor has 
his way. 

ANZ’s New Zealand CEO David Hisco, 
a self-confessed golf nut, last year took up 
the New Zealand chairmanship of global 
golf charity The First Tee, an organisation 
that runs golf programmes for primary 
school children. 

Since then, Hisco has recruited Bill 
McGowan as CEO to focus on growing the 
charity. McGowan previously worked as 
CEO for Football NZ and CEO for Golf NZ. 
The First Tee’s programmes combine 


coaching on golf technique with 
instruction in life values. It’s this powerful 
combination of sport and life skills that has 
Hisco excited about the potential of The 
First Tee to help young New Zealanders 
get the right kind of start in life, no matter 
what their background. 

“Golf is a unique sport because values 
play such an important role in the game. 
The way you behave on the golf course is 
a powerful metaphor for what it takes to 
succeed in life,” he says. 

The First Tee promotes a set of nine 
core values that are derived from the 
personal toolkit every golfer develops as 
they become immersed in the game. 

“Those core golfing and life values are 
honesty, integrity, sportsmanship, respect, 
confidence, responsibility, perseverance. 


courtesy and judgement,” says Hisco. 

“That set of values is unique to golf as 
a sport. They make a powerful toolkit for 
any young person who wants to build a 
successful life.” 

Hisco says that the sporting challenge 
of golf is a powerful hook to engage young 
people of all backgrounds. 

“Golf is attractive to kids from non- 
golfing and disadvantaged backgrounds for 
the simplest of reasons - it’s a game and 
it is great fun. It’s the sporting challenge 
that grabs a lot of young people regardless 
of their background or the value system 
they’ve picked up along the way. 

“Then as they get more engaged with 
playing the sport, the golfing value system 
starts to reveal itself. They learn a powerful 
system for living while they’re having fun, 
playing a great game.” 

Hisco is convinced that golf has unique 
potential as a sport that can serve as a 
lifelong guide to people of all genders, 
shapes, sizes and levels of ability. 

“Golf’s great potential is to be an anchor 
throughout a person’s life. The First Tee 
starts the process. It’s helped thousands 
of kids succeed in life by building positive, 
constructive lives. I can’t think of another 
sport that is so welcoming to people of 
all abilities and so able to become part of 
someone’s entire life. 

“I’m really optimistic about the potential 
of The First Tee to grow more in New 
Zealand and to engage thousands of young 
people over the next decade. Our aim is 
for golf to be seen as a pathway for life, not 
just a weekend pastime.” 

One of the many athletes sponsored 
by ANZ is Lydia Ko and the new World 
No 1 is an ambassador for The First Tee. 
Excited about her role with the charity, 
she said: “The accessibility of golf in New 
Zealand makes this the natural country 
where golf can show the world that it 
doesn’t have to be an elitist sport, and it 
can connect with the masses.” 

The charity relies on donations and 
sponsors and Hisco says The First Tee 
is always looking for opportunities to 
generate funds. 

“Donations are extremely welcome, and 
if any readers want to contribute, please 
don’t hesitate to contact our CEO who can 
work with you to leverage The First Tee in 
your own business. 

“We are grateful to Srixon which has 
recently come on board with a three year 
sponsorship. Ideally, The First Tee could do 
with one more big sponsor to enable us to 
expand further across New Zealand.” 
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DISCOVER OUR NEW DESIGNER BRIDAL COLLECTION 

IT’S THE START OF SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL 
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Designer Bridal Collection available in selected New Zealand stores. 




CHRISTCHURCH 
REBUILD ON 
SCHEDULE 

The rebuild of the Christchurch 
Golf Club’s clubhouse that 
was devastated in the 20 1 2 
earthquake is weU under way 
and expected to be completed 
by October. 

The $4 million project 
designed by Mason and Wales 
Architects reflects the character 
of the original clubhouse which 
served the club for 87 years. The 
new building win integrate weU 
with the existing pro shop and 
offer spectacular views. 

Club president Bryan 
7\ndrews said: “The design 
features two gable forms that are 
reminiscent of the old clubhouse. 
They open the bunding out to the 
course and win fin the interior 
spaces with light.” 

The facilities win include a 
sprig bar, adjacent to the main 
entry golf hub including men’s 
and women’s changing facnities 
and a pro shop close to the 
first tee. 


WHILEY RETIRES 

ihidrew Whiley win end his 
career as the golf professional at 
Chisholm Park, Dunedin on April 
30. He has been at the club for 12 
years and is pleased with what 
has been accomplished during 
that time. 

“I liked it from the start,” he 
said. “Every day was different. 

It is a true links course with a 
variety of views. I am pleased to 
have been able to help Chisholm 
gain recognition nationaky as a 
top twenty-five course.” 

Whkey wkl continue to 
compile the New Zealand golf 
course ranking list and retain 
his involvement on the NZPGA 
board. He is planning to do 
some in-bound golf tours and 
is also considering involvement 
in resource management to go 
along with his work as a Dunedin 
city councHor. 



NEW ZEALAND HAS 
A NEW PRO TOUR 


T he New Zealand golfing scene is being 
enhanced by the creation of a new 
professional golf tour called KiwiPro Tour. 
Based on the Jannega Tour in the UK and 
designed to provide tournament experience 
for New Zealand’s essentially second-tier 
professional players, the KiwiPro Tour will 
comprise around 10 two-day tournaments in 
its first season. There will be a guaranteed first 
prize of $5000 per tournament with payments 
going to the top 30 per cent of the field. 

Organisers report a “terrific” response from 
Kiwi golf professionals. 

Golf New Zealand has given the tour its 
blessing and will be using the tournaments to 
help its trainee golf pros gain their cards. 

Nine of the first 10 tournaments have been 
scheduled for Mondays and Tuesdays, days 
when club pros are usually free from club duties, 
the exception being the Napier GC event, which 
will be played on a Thursday and Friday. 

There will be no qualifying events. Amateurs 
wanting to participate can come along, organise 


their professional card and participate. 

The KiwiPro Tour was created following 
research that showed a demand among New 
Zealand pro golfers to have a regular tour 
providing the opportunity for experienced 
professionals to continue competing when 
home from overseas tours as well as giving the 
opportunity to aspiring professionals. 


Confirmed tour dates are: 

FEBRUARY 

2-3 Pupuke GC, Auckland 
23-24 Huapai GC, Auckland 

MARCH 

16-17 Hawkes Bay GC, Napier 
1 9-20 Napier GC, Napier 

APRIL 

27-28 Miramar GC, Wenington 

MAY 

11-12 St 7\ndrews G C, Hamilton 

JUNE 

15-16 Cambridge GC, Cambridge 
22-23 Paraparaumu Beach GC, Wenington 


CORPORATE GOLF GOES COUNTRY 


T he Kaimai Classic, a community event 
to fundraise for the Kaimai School, has 
been running for several years. It is a 
golf tournament like no other. 

The Classic is where golf clubs and the odd 
tee meet troughs, cowpats and gumboots. 

This year, the organiser (Kaimai School 
PTA) is spreading its wings and introducing a 
corporate Friday afternoon event (for Friday 
March 6) that will be the principle fundraiser 
for the small country school. 

Business teams will be collected from 
locations in Tauranga and transported to 
Midson’s Farm nestled in the heart of the 
Kaimai Ranges. 

Refreshments will be provided before players 


embark on a golfing event like no other. Teeing 
off from in the river to chipping into a trough to 
finish will no doubt cause a few to scratch their 
heads, and much hilarity is expected. 

Kaimai School is grateful to the Carrus 
Corporation for its generosity which has made 
the event possible, Carrus being one of the 
Bay of Plenty’s regional leaders in property 
development and management. 

Carrus is the developer of The Lakes 
at Tauriko, Tauranga, and has extended its 
portfolio to encompass projects in Hamilton, 
Taupo, Palmerston North and Wellington. 

For more information about the Carrus 
Kaimai Classic please contact Trinity Milham 
on 021 192 3505. 


72 thecut 




bonus offer 

Book before 20th 
March 2015 and 

receive the 7th 




The Sheraton Villa Teams Challenge has been referred 
to as the ‘Best South Pacific Teams Challenge’ - come 
join mixed teams of four in a fun filled week of social 
activities, playing 4 rounds of golf on the Denarau 
G&RC, scored under the PaR nz Points System™. 


The Sheraton Villa Teams Challenge package is extensive and 
includes six night packages staying at one of the many Sheraton 
properties on Denarau Island - The Sheraton, The Westin and 
Sheraton Villas - if you enter before 20th March 2015, your 7th night 
is free. Extend your stay in Fiji to include rounds of golf at Natadola 
(Home of The Fiji International) and island hop to the new Sheraton 
Tokoriki Island Resort. 


Special fares with Fiji Airways - book with PaR nz Golfing Holidays 
and your golf bag travels for free. 

Come join the fun in the sun. 



U/fKCS 

lsrsi> U tij* 4 ■ T LV 


m 

FIJI 


AIRWAYS 


I'. 



S’ 

73 

CALL PAR NZ NOW! 

Golfing Holidays 

Phone Kim or Denise on +64 9 4S6 1077 Australia Toll Free +1800 018 575 
Email; denise@parnz.co.nz or kim@parnz.co.nz A 

More information oniine www.parnz.co.nz 


PaR n.z. drives 

^aylorMad^ 






EAJMTASTIC 

FUINTDRAISER 

The Hills Cure Kids Open 
Charity Coif event has raised 
more than $900,000 since it was 
first staged in 2007. Last year’s 
event, held at The HiUs over two 
days in mid-December, raised a 
whopping $90,000. 

Auckland team The 
Choppers won the tournament 
while Beverly Wan won the 
major spot prize, a golf trip for 
four to Tasmania. 


WALKING ON AIR 

Mer performing in Brisbane, 
American pop princess Katy 
Perry and her entourage spent 
two days unwinding at the 
stunning lodge at The HiUs. 

The lodge, which can 
accommodate up to 12 people, 
has six suites, an art studio, a 
music and media room, wine 
cellar dining room, a large 
open-plan kitchen and dining 
area, a heated Infinity pool, 
spa pool, sauna, grass tennis 
court, fire pit, outdoor fireplace, 
petanque court and its own 
par-3 golf hole. 


NEW & UPGRADED 

One revamp and one new 
nine-hole course are either 
underway or in the pipeline in 
Queenstown and Arrowtown. 

A few months back 
Frankton’s nine-hole public 
golf course, situated near 
Queenstown ihrport, was under 
threat of closure. However, 
the course is now undergoing 
extensive improvements that 
are expected to be completed 
in March. The renovation wHl 
see a marked improvement in 
the practice facilities, with the 
creation of an BOOsq m practice 
green and 60sq m bunker. 

Meanwhile, a new nine-hole 
course is on the cards for a 
Mooney Road property near 
ilrrowtown. Golf retailer Eric 
Faesenkioet, who owns The Golf 
Warehouse, has purchased the 
property It is suitable for adding 
a course for the purpose of 
testing golf equipment. 



PEARCE 
CALLS 
TIME 
ON HIS 
CAREER 


NEW ZEALAND NEWS IS PROUDLY 


M ahal Pearce, the last New Zealander to 
win the NZ Open, has called time on 
his 15-year golf career. Now aged 39, 
Pearce made the decision after a disappointing 
2014. A failure to achieve good results plus 
financial pressures, combined with a lack of 
motivation, left him with just one option. 

“At the start of last year I wanted to make 
a go of it. I played a couple of events in China, 
planning to get my card on the tour, but 
financially it wasn’t viable. I managed third place 
in the jeep Pro-Am in Perth then went to the 
Perth Invitational. Although I played pretty well 
for two days I missed the cut by one shot. 

“At the Australian Open I missed the cut 
again and I decided I can’t do this anymore. 

“Over the past four or five years I haven’t 
been able to get enough regular starts as a 
professional and it became a grind playing low 
money events. Obviously, when you are playing 
well and winning money it’s a great life but 
when it is the opposite it’s a hard ask.” 

Pearce said his wife Sally and children, Zach, 
14, and Hannah, seven, had supported him 
throughout his career and also in his decision to 
step away. 


“It was a tough decision to make because of 
all the people who had supported me over the 
years and having to tell them wasn’t easy. But 
they are all very understanding.” 

The highlights of his career are winning the 
2003 NZ Open and later that same year winning 
the Dunedin Classic at Chisholm Park. 

Pearce said: “I have seen a lot of the world, 
travelled to some great places and met some 
great people. I played with Lee Westwood at 
the 2005 Singapore Open and he seemed a very 
nice person. This was confirmed when I bumped 
into him six years later at the Johnnie Walker 
and he greeted me like a long-lost friend. I was 
quite touched he remembered me. 

“I also played with Ian Poulter and Trevor 
Immelman early in my career and enjoyed 
rounds with legends of Australian golf, the three 
Peters - Senior, O’Malley and Fowler.” 

With regard to his future, Pearce said, “I am 
not going to give up totally but I won’t go back 
to the amateur ranks as I could possibly enter 
the senior pro ranks when I turn fifty. While 
currently having to join the work force I have 
not ruled out working in the golf industry if 
something arises.” 


LEFT-HANDERS CELEBRATE 30 YEARS 


T he National Association of Left-Handed 
Golfers was formed in 1979 in Masterton, 
the hometown of one of the world’s 
most famous left-handed golfers. Bob Charles, 
its objective being to encourage golf in general 
but particularly among left-handed golfers. 

Left-handed tournaments had been held in 
various places throughout New Zealand for a 
number of years, most notably in Taumarunui 
which had been running a tournament for 
more than 60 years. But it was decided to hold 
a national Strokeplay Championship annually 
in different locations and this year’s event in 
Masterton is the 30th such tournament. 

The New Zealand Association is aligned 
with the world body which holds national 
championships around the world, culminating in 
a world tournament every two years or so. 


Over the years, a strong contingent of New 
Zealand players has participated in these events, 
and in fact last year’s world title was won by 
Tyler Hodge of Levin. In previous years, the 
women’s title was won by Lisa Herbert (nee 
Aldridge) who represented the NZ Women’s 
team on many occasions. 

The New Zealand event always receives good 
support each year from its Australian friends. 

The NZ Association is run by a chairman 
and secretary plus delegates who represent the 
main areas of both the North and South Islands. 
Their task is to promote the localised leftie 
tournaments in their areas. 

These national tournaments are good for 
local economies, especially the hospitality 
industry, as they bring large numbers of players 
and partners into the areas. 
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YOU HAVE FREE TIME 
WE HAVE FREE DAYS. 



Tor rentals, commenciiiig 01 December £014 to £9 March £01 5i minimum 3 days appHei^ Blackout periods 
apply and Include 31 January to 21 February £015. For fun terms and conditions visit hertz.co.nz. 




SUMMER SALE ON NOW. a ? 


Whatever your plans this summer, get free days 
when you rent with us anywhere in New Zealand’. 
Go online and choose your offer today. 


Travelfinq at the Speed of Hertz 


hertz.co.nz 






Starwood Hotels & 



‘International Pro-Am & Teams Tournament’ \ 

Denarau Golf & Racquet Club + Natadola Bay Golf Course 
You don’t have to be a great golfer to enter just have an official handicap 

Over $130,000 in Professional prize money & Amateur prizes 

Event Package 

> 5 Night’s luxury accommodation at Sheraton Fiji Resort > Daily buffet breakfast 

>4 Rounds of Pro-Am Tournament Golf at Natadola & Denarau > Golf Carts 

> Daily on course lunch and drinks during the tournament > Welcome cocktail function 

> Nightly drinks at the tournament bar during the tournament > Players gift pack to the value of over $120.00 

> Gala banquet dinner and great entertainment > Ground & airport transfers 

COST: AUD$1597.00 NZ$1775.00 per person, twin share 

Make up your team “one Professional and three Amateurs” or enter individually and we can put you into a team. 



Maximum Handicaps, Men - 27, Women - 36 


Limited to 50 overseas teams 


For full event information and entry forms log onto www.pacificaolf.co.nz 
or contact Richard Ellis at 
Pacific Golf Management. 

Email: richard@pa^cificaolf.co.nz 
Phone +64 21989996 





Resorts, Fiji 


DENARAU GOLF &. RACQUET CLUB 





EQUIPMENT SPECIAL 


TOTAL 
PERFORMANa 
THE NFFERENa 

FOR NEARLY 1 5 YEARS, TITLEIST PRO VI AND PRO 
VI X GOLF BALLS HAVE BEEN MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
TO THE GAMES OF GOLFERS AROUND THE WORLD, 
FROM TOUR PROFESSIONALS TO AMATEURS OF 
ALL SKILL LEVELS AND SWING SPEEDS 



I t was in October 2000 that the original Pro VI prototype 
first appeared on the PGA Tour and by March 2001, just 
four months after launching to golf shops, Titleist Pro VI 
became the best-selling golf ball in the marketplace. 

Pro VI and Pro Vlx (which launched in 2003) have been 
the most played golf balls at every level of golf and the 
best-selling models around the world ever since. 

The new 2015 Titleist Pro VI and Pro Vlx models are 
the result of a continuous process of R&D, technological 
advancements, comprehensive player testing and precision 
manufacturing. 

Designed for golfers seeking to shoot lower scores. 


2015 Pro VI and Pro Vlx deliver exceptional distance with 
consistent flight, more short game control and even 
softer feel from a new, patented urethane elastomer 
cover formulation, and long lasting durability. 

Comparatively, Pro VI has a softer feel, slightly 
more long game spin and a penetrating trajectory for a 
shallower angle of descent for more roll. 

Pro Vlx offers a slightly firmer feel, lower long game 
spin and launches higher with a steeper angle of descent. 

To date, more than 100 professional players have put 
the 2015 models in play. 

Jordan Spieth said of the 2015 Pro Vlx: “This one’s 



78 thecut 



TITLEIST 



better for me because that softer cover around the 
greens allows me to have more spin control and softer 
feel without jeopardising any distance or spin with the 
long clubs. It’s still long off the tee with more control 
around the greens. It feels like it’s sticking to the clubface 
more, which 1 like. It allows my short irons and wedges 
to spin a little more which is always good around the 
greens, to be able to fly it closer to the hole and have it 
drop and stop.” 

Bubba Watson commented: “I loved it and put 
it in play right away. It has all the great qualities of 
the previous generation Pro Vlx with improved feel 


around the greens, which is exceptional. It even goes 
a little further for me off the tee.” 

Hunter Mahan said: “The new ball feels great. It has 
the performance and flight characteristics I’m looking 
for with all my full shots, and I’ve picked up more spin 
on my 30-40 yard pitch shots. Overall, I’m getting better 
performance into and around the greens, and still have 
the flight, trajectory and control 1 need on full shots.” 

The 2015 Pro VI and Pro Vlx golf balls are available 
in both standard and custom play numbers. Standard 
dozens include play numbers 1-4 (low) and 5-8 (high). 

Available from February 7, RRP $89.95 
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T he Vapor Flex, Mike’s pinnacle driver, features 
the same three key technologies found in 
the Vapor Pro and Vapor Speed drivers. All 
of these technologies were developed to 
drive more energy to the golf ball for greater distance 
no matter the swing. 

While the Vapor Pro and Vapor Speed drivers 
provide specific launch and spin characteristics, the 
Vapor Flex features a new FlexFlight adjustability system. 


FlexFlight features a RZN tube with a high-density 
weight on one end, called the FlightPod, which is 
located in the cavity of the club. By flipping the 
FlightPod, golfers can actively move the centre 
of gravity (CG) of the Vapor Flex driver to further 
optimise their launch conditions. 

With FlexFlight, golfers can manipulate the CG 
from low and forward to low and back by adjusting 
the pod in quarter turns with the same wrench used 
to operate the FlexLoft 2. Utilising the FlexFlight 
system impacts launch angle, spin rate, forgiveness 
and workability. 

The FlexFlight system is easy to use. The 15gm 
RZN FlightPod inserts into the back of the 
driver and using the same FlexLoft wrench, 
a simple quarter turn rotation and 
audible click will lock or unlock the pod. 

When unlocked, the FlightPod can 
be removed, reversed and locked back 
into the cavity. (Specifications: 8.5° - 
12.5° loft; Diamana S+ 60G (Blue Board) 
shaft; RH/LH: R, S, X flex) 

Available late February 2015 
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NIKE 


PURE 
DISTANCE 
ON OFFER 


N ike’s Vapor Speed driver has 
the largest and most stable 
chassis of the new Vapor 
drivers. Black on the crown 
with the distinctive volt in the cavity 
back and compression channel, the Vapor 
Speed driver promotes a higher launch 
angle with lower spin. 

Like the recently released Vapor Pro 
driver, the Vapor Speed driver blends 
three key technologies - Mike’s new 
Fly Beam-reinforced Covert Cavity Back 
design, a re-engineered Compression 
Channel and FlexLoft 2. 

FlexLoft 2 allows the golfer the 


functionality of five lofts and three face 
angles within 15 different settings. The 
new, improved system is five grams (30%) 
lighter without compromising function. 

The redistribution of mass creates 
more stability, better launch conditions 
and faster swing speeds. Another benefit 
of FlexLoft 2 is its forward and backward 
compatibility. 

Golfers with previous generations of 
Covert can use shafts with the original 
adaptor in the new head or vice versa. 
(Specifications: 8.5° - 12.5° loft; Fubuki Z 
50G Series shaft; RH/LH: R, S, X flex.) 

Available from February 1 
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TAYLORMADE 



T aylorMade has revealed the R15, its most 

technologically sophisticated, high-performance 
metal wood range ever. The family includes a driver, 
fairway and rescue club and reintroduces to the market the 
company’s successful ‘R’ series. 

The R15 driver is offered in both black and white and 
features a pear shape in two head sizes, 460cc and 430cc, and 
is available in four lofts - 9.5° 10.5° 12° and 14°. 

With its new Front Track system in the R15, adjusting a 
TaylorMade driver is quick and easy: inside the track system 
are two sliding split weights that weigh 12.5gm each 
(25gm total). 

The R15 clubhead has 5gm more discretionary 
mass to manoeuvre and is 4gm lighter than 
the SLDR. Using a torque wrench, the 
golfer can loosen and slide the 

weights to the heel for a draw, to 
the toe for a fade or split for 
maximum stability. 
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Additionally, the R15 incorporates an adjustable loft-sleeve 
which gives golfers the ability to alter its face angle, lie angle 
and loft preference. A simple rotation of the loft-sleeve 
system allows users to choose from 12 settings that make 
incremental changes in the lie and the loft/face angle (range 
is 4°). Together, the sliding split weights and loft-sleeve enable 
golfers to adjust their R15 driver with precision. 

Key to the performance of the R15 is the low and 
forward CG, a strategic placement of weight initially seen in 
SLDR which promotes faster ball speed with less spin. The 
R15 has an even lower and more forward CG thanks to the 
front track system. In total, 75 per cent of the mass is in the 
front of the driver. 

The larger 460cc version of R15 is for the player seeking 
maximum forgiveness while the R15 430 has a shape that 
strongly resembles some of TaylorMade’s most coveted past 
drivers. The address size is noticeably smaller, to appeal to 
players who prefer a smaller address view. The R15 430 is also 
the lowest spinning driver offering. 

The RlS’s crown comes in a satin white finish with a black 
PVD face and sole. The strong contrast between crown and 
face make it easy to align the face accurately at address. A 
gloss black version will be offered exclusively in the R15 460. 

The fairway and rescue clubs are available in four lofts - 
15M6.5M9°,20.5°. 

Featuring the same front track system as the driver, the R15 
FW utilises a single 25gm tungsten weight that can slide easily 
to promote a draw or fade using a TaylorMade torque wrench. 

The front track also performs like a speed pocket, 

increasing the sweet spot and decreasing 


the spin rate. Like the driver, the R15 FW comes with a 4° loft 
sleeve for maximum loft adjustability. 

Similar to the original rescue club from TaylorMade, the 
new R15 has a ‘peanut’ head shape. The smaller shape (99cc) 
offers more versatility than a conventional size hybrid and is 
popular among players who like to shape their shots. 

An open channel speed pocket has been incorporated 
into the R15 rescue club. It promotes more ball speed and 
reduced spin. The club also features a 3-degree loft sleeve 
allowing the golfer to customise distance gaps between 
fairways, rescue clubs and longest long iron. 

The R15 range was available from January 9 
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YEAR OF 



M izuno has announced a raft of new 

technical breakthroughs in what it calls “a 
year of innovation” with its new JPX 850 
line. The line boasts a number of technical and 
manufacturing breakthroughs for the Japanese 
manufacturer - all industry firsts - aimed at 
increasing ball speed and distance. 

Arguably the most impressive and 
surprising is the introduction of Boron 
within Mizuno’s Grain Flow Forging 
process. The introduction of Boron 
(JPX 850 Forged) has allowed Mizuno 
to increase the strength of its forged 
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INNOVATION 


material and ultimately more distance from iron to iron. 

Mizuno’s new material is 30 per cent stronger than its 
traditional 1025E steel billets, allowing for a thinner face and 
extreme ball speeds. The result is an iron that combines 
Grain Flow Forged precision and feel with the ball speeds 
of a modern distance iron - unachievable before Boron. 

The thinner Boron face is strategically reinforced by 
a power frame cavity, allowing it to flex over a wider 
area. A shorter top edge to the frame helps maintain the 
recognisably solid Mizuno feel. 

There is also a timely re-introduction of Mizuno’s Fast Track 
sliding weight system (first introduced in 2007) in the JPX 850 
driver. The new Fast Track system works back from the face. 


allowing golfers to dramatically change their spin rates. 

Mizuno has evolved this breakthrough technology to 
also be able to customise spin rate and launch angle in 
the JPX 850, helping all swing speeds achieve maximum 
possible total yardage. 

The JPX 850 head is a compact, powerful 440cc and 
utilises a hot metal face and rebound crown to maximise 
ball speeds. 

The piercing blue JPX 850, first seen on tour in April 
2014, uses twin 8gm weights which can be located on either 
the central sliding rail or two lateral slots. With 10 settings, 
players can dial in their perfect launch and spin. The JPX 
850 offers lofts from 7.5 to 11.5 within one head. 
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CALLAWAY 


OUTRAGEOUS 



S peed is the driving force behind Callaway’s 
new XR driver, from the aerodynamic 
crown to the R.MOTO face and 
maximum shaft load. 

In order to reduce drag and 
maximise speed through the swing, 

Callaway engineers designed a speed 
step crown and combined it with an 
optimised aerodynamic head shape. 

The weight of the face was reduced 
by 10 per cent to make it thinner for 
faster ball speeds. 

Callaway’s R.MOTO leads to more energy 
efficient energy transfer all over the face, allowing 
for the CG to be placed 17 per cent lower. 

OptiFit adjustability allows golfers to select from eight 
different loft and lie configurations. Lofts: 9° 10.5° 12° 13.5° 
Available from February 20, RRP $599 


DISTANCE 


leading edge and a higher toe. 

The face height is shallower than 
Callaway’s X2 Hot range. Lofts: 15° 17' 
19° 21°, 23° 25°. 

Available from February 20, 

RRP $409 


Everything about the XR fairway 
woods has been changed - from 
the face cup to the shape - to make 
golfers hit even longer than they 
already are. 

The revamped design is led by a 
next generation forged hyper speed 
face cup that’s up to 36 per cent 
thinner, much lighter and has a 
bigger sweet spot. The result 
is increased ball speeds 
across the face for greater 
distance. 

The internal standing 
means a 


IRONS WITH FIRE 


The face cup technology that has redefined 
ball speed in fairway woods has also been 
applied to Callaway’s irons. The improved cup 
360 acts like a spring to increase ball speeds 
on shots hit low on the face, as well as every 
other impact location. 

Callaway’s internal standing wave design 
means the CG is lowered, increasing the 
moment of inertia (MOI) which gives the face 
cup the freedom to flex for more ball speed. 

Available from February 20, 

RRP Steel (8-piece set): $1399; Graphite 
(8-piece set) $1599 


wave 

20 per cent lower CG 

and 200rpm less spin, 

which results in more ball ^ 

speed for more distance and 

versatility. 

The woods have a redesigned 
head shape, most notably a flatter 
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ODYSSEY 



HYBRID 
EASIER TO HIT 

Callaway changed its approach in order to make a hybrid 
that’s easier to hit and goes longer. The new forged hyper 
speed face cup increases ball speed for greater distance and 
forgiveness at every impact location, even on off-centre hits. 

The head shape has been redesigned to reposition weight 
where it is most advantageous. This creates more forgiveness 
and a CG that’s 46 per cent lower than that of the X2 Hot 
hybrids. The re-engineered internal standing wave allows an 
increased MOI while giving the face cup the freedom to flex 
for more ball speed. Lofts: 19° 22° 25° 28°. 

Available from February 20, RRP $329 



SOFT SURPRISE 


Callaway’s Chrome Soft golf ball is a three-piece, urethane-covered 
model. The low 65 compression lets golfers compress the ball on iron 
shots for soft feel. 

Most soft compression models create slower speeds at impact as 
a tradeoff for a soft feel. But according to Callaway, the unique core 
in the Chrome Soft, along with a firmer intermediate 
layer that helps recover energy lost during 
impact, solves this problem. 

Because of this somewhat surprising 
development, the Chrome Soft will 
appeal to a wide range of players 
looking for an extremely soft feel, 
tour-like spin around the greens 
and low spin and more distance 
off the driver and long irons. 



BEST OF 
BOTH WORLDS 

According to Odyssey, its new putter, the 
Odyssey Works, which features a new fusion 
RX insert, takes what has been the best-selling, 
best feeling and most trusted insert and adds 
extreme roll. 

The fusion RX insert couples the white 
hot insert backer with an ultra-thin stainless 
steel mesh, along with Odyssey’s metal-X roll 
pattern. The combination delivers extreme roll 
and feel. 

Tests reveal that the fusion RX has 93 per 
cent faster roll than the white hot insert, which 
reduces skidding and gets the ball into a pure 
roll faster. 

Tour-proven high contrast alignment 
highlights the proper face angle from address 
to impact for alignment throughout the 
putting stroke. The silver and black contrast 
allows the golfer’s eyes to key in on linear 
designs on the putter to accentuate the face 
angle and improve concentration. 

The following Odyssey Works models and 
head shapes were available from January 30: 
2-Ball Fang, V-Line, Arm Lock and Tank. 

All SuperStroke grip putters, RRP $369.99; all 
standard grip putters, RRP $399.99 






ODYSSEY'S 


FLAT ST CK 


SAVANT 
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AUSTIE ROlilNSON HAS 
BEEN DESIGNING GOLF 
EQUIPMENT FOR MORE 
THAN TWO DECADES, 
MOST OF IT AS THE 
PRINCIPAL CLUB DESIGNER 
FOR ODYSSEY PUTTERS. 
THE CLTT WELCOMED THE 
OPPPORTUNTTY TO CATCH 
UP WITH HIM RECENTLY 


O The new Odyssey Works line looks to be 
taking everything Odyssey has offered 
in the past and rolling it into one. How did you 
arrive at the current line? 

ROLLINSON: The core of the new Odyssey Works 
line is the new Fusion RX insert For this new insert 
we took the best aspects of our tour proven White 
Hot insert and blended it with the great roll of 
our Metal X insert The result is an insert that feels 
unbelievable and rolls the ball even better. In deciding 
which of our technologies to incorporate, we looked 
no further than our models in the market The Versa 
alignment system has been successful for us and is a 
great alignment technology to put on smaller blade 
style putters. In deciding which head shapes to include, 
we chose designs that have been successful through the 
years. If Odyssey was a band, these models would be its 
greatest hits. Among them is a new 2-ball design where we 
have incorporated Versa technology to the 2-ball alignment 
while at the same time increasing the MOl and repositioning 
the centre of gravity to make it the most accurate 2-ball weVe 
ever made. 

O How did you arrive at this insert combination given 
there are a number you could have chosen from? 
ROLLINSON: We wanted to make an insert that had the great 
feel and resiliency of our White Hot insert and the great roll 
qualities of our Metal-X family of putters. To achieve this we 
took the White Hot and applied a thin layer of stainless steel 
with the Metal X pattern in it. The thickness 
and material was chosen because 
it gave us the ideal 
combination of 
flexibility, 
durability 
and feel. 


O When you deliver a product like this, at what point 
do you get player feedback on the feel and shapes 
that you may or may not bring to the greater market? 
ROLLINSON: This insert has been in development for about 
two years. In addition to robot and internal player testing, 1 took 
the prototype inserts out to tour events in the US and Japan to 
get player feedback during each stage of the development. This 
feedback proved invaluable. 

O What is the newest head shape in the ODY range 
and how did it come about? 

ROLLINSON: The two designs in the Odyssey Works line I am 
most excited about are the new V-Line and the 2-Ball Fang. The 
V-Line has a new alignment technology called Big T. 1 was in 
japan at a tour event last year and saw a player using a V-Line 
putter. He had our tour department mill in a thicker back 
sightline and a thick line at the back of the topline creating a 
bold T-like alignment line. I thought it would be cool to see if 
I could make a V-Line putter with a combination of our Versa 
and Versa 90 alignment stripes. 1 went to the tour trailer and 
sketched what would become the V-Line with Big T alignment. 
The 2-Ball Fang came about a bit differently. 1 was asked to come 
up with a new 2-ball design that would be extremely forgiving. 

1 knew there were deficiencies in the original 2-ball design 
because a lot of weight was used to create the 2-ball alignment 
flange on the top of the putter. It also did not do much to help 
maintain a low CG. First, 1 decided to replace the metal top 
flange with ABS plastic material. This helped lighten the top 
by about 75gm. 1 used this extra weight to help position 
weight in the outer fang-like rings to increase the moment 
of inertia (MOl) by 42 per cent over the original 2-ball. It 
also helped to lower the CG by 20 per cent. Increasing the 
MOl, lowering the CG and creating a CG depth that was 
similar to the original 2-Ball all helped to dramatically 
increase the forgiveness of the design. In fact, the new 
2-Ball Fang is 32 per cent more accurate than any 2-ball 
we have ever made. 

O Sounds like a complicated process. Do 
your design skills stretch beyond golf? 
ROLLINSON: Well, IVe not had an opportunity to 
design other things. 1 spend most of my free time 
fixing the toys at home my boys have broken. 
That can take a lot of innovative thinking! 

0 Lydia Ko has seen 

immediate success on 
tour using her Callaway and 
Odyssey equipment. Have 
you worked with her? 
ROLLINSON: Unfortunately, 
IVe not yet had a chance 
to work with Lydia. She has 
worked closely with our tour 
reps on finding the ideal putter 
set-up this past year. She used 
our Tank Cruiser 330M putter for a 
lot of last year. 1 am hoping to catch up 
with Lydia when the LPGA comes through 
California in March. She’s an unbelievable 
talent and we are excited to have her on board. ® 
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LIMITED TIME 


GET ON THE GREEN 

Check out the latest weekly green fee, membership and 
stay and play offers from golf clubs around New Zealand. 
Every week we'll bring you more exciting offers. 

See you on the green! 

www.lovegolf.co.nz 
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WORDS Gareth Johnston 
PHOTOS Bob Atkins 

ODE 


A ll golf swing techniques and theories 
have one thing in common; they all 
accept the ball will only do what the 
clubface tells it. But until recently, 
impact - golf’s moment of truth - has 
been mostly left alone by golf tuition, 
which has followed the slightly hopeful premise that 
if you take care of the rest of your swing, impact looks 
after itself. 

Now, however, thanks to modern technology like 
high-speed cameras and launch monitors, impact has 
finally yielded its secrets. This better understanding of 
impact has created a new set of five ball flight laws - 
golf’s true fundamentals. 

These revelations have allowed us to flip tuition 
on its head; instead of treating impact as something 
that happens as a result of other factors, we can 
go straight in and work on the contact itself. t 

Here, I’ll explain the importance of all five m 
laws and show you how to improve in each 
area. This approach gets to the heart of 
what affects the success of the shot - and 
that’ll help speed up your progress. 


IMPROVE FASTER BY ' 
WORKING ON THE 
FIVE STRIKE ELEMENTS 
THAT CONTROL YOUR 
BALL’S JOURNEY 






3 PLACE THE LOWER HAND AGAINST 
THE THUMB 

The top thumb position sets a platform for the lower hand positioning. 
Bring the lower hand to the club, palm facing target. Place its fleshy 
palm against the side of the thumb, and close the hngers around. 


4 IMPACT: HANDS LEAD CLUBHEAD 
TO SQUARE THE FACE 

As we saw at address, a square face means the handle is in front 
of the blade. Follow this process and you’ll create wrist angles and 
positions that will create effective shaft lean through impact. 


FLIGHT FUNDAMENTAL#] 

FACE AIM AT IMPACT 


Before launch monitors, we believed swingpath set the ball’s starting 
direction, while the clubface’s aim controlled spin. We now know that, 
irrespective of the swing path, face aim largely dictates the ball’s starting 


1 LEAN THE HANDLE TO SQUARE THE FACE 

I’ve attached a gadget to the clubface to amplify its aim. This image 
shows how to square the face. The handle of the club must lean a little 
towards the target. Establish this shaft lean hrst. 


line - according to TrackMan, around 85% with driver and 75% with 
a mid-iron. The ability to control the face, then, is critical, and that’s 
mostly done through grip. Work on this four-step plan. 


2 SET THE GLOVED THUMB POSITION 

Let your left or lead arm hang from the shoulder. With that forward 
shaft lean, your hand naturally hnds a position which puts the thumb 
a little behind the top of the shaft - to the right for right-hander. 
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FLIGHT FUNDAMENTAL #2 


FOCUS ON ARM HANG 



Setuptoa7-iron. 
Now place coins 
under your lead foot 
toe and trail heel. 
Retake your stance 
and swing normally. 


As you swing through, 
aim to expose both 
coins to any onlooker. 
That places pressure 
where you need it for a 
sweet strike; under 
your lead heel and 
along your trail instep . 


A CENTRED 
STRIKE 


Launch monitors reveal two problems 
caused by missing the sweetspot The first 
is loss of distance: stats show that missing 
the centre by just half an inch can cost you 
around 15 yards with a lOOmph swing speed. 
The second is unwanted curvature, caused 
by the so-called gear effect; toe strikes 
produce hooks, heel strikes slices. Here 
are two drills that will help you find the 
middle of the face consistently. 


Good posture places the hands below 
the shoulders. To find the sweetspot, 
retain that relationship through impact. 
Note your set-up hand position. 


IMPROVE 

IMPACT 

BALANCE 

When your weight 
moves into your toes 
at impact, you will 
tend to present the 
heel of the club to the 
ball; fall back into 
your heels and you 
can expect contact off 
the toe. Try this 
simple drill to 
improve your 
impact balance. 


TRAIN YOUR 
DOWNSWING PATH 

Swing slowly from the top, hands moving 
to the cane, to train the feeling of the arm 
drop that allows your hands to return to 
their address position at impact. 









FLIGHT FUNDAMENTAL #3 

IMPACT SWING PATH 


Launch nnonitors show that when the ball is struck with a descending 
blow, as with short irons, your ideal swing path is actually slightly out- 
to-in. Conversely, an upward attack, as for a driver, works best with a 


slightly in-to-out path. It’s down to sonnething known as D-Plane. We 
don’t need to get into the physics of that here - but knowing how to 
influence swing path will help you match the swing to the shot 







Opening your shoulders 
a little creates an out-to-in 
path which counteracts 
that inside attack and 
promotes a straight shot - 
assuming a centred strike 
from a square clubface. 




The clubhead naturally 
traces a circular arc 
through impact; it travels 
down and from the inside, 
briefly levels out and 
straightens, before 
swinging upward and 
back to the inside. To 
create the compressing 
strike needed for irons, 
impact must take place in 
the down-and-from-the- 
inside section of the 
club’s journey. 




SHOULDER AIM ; Vv r:;: 
CONTROLS RMH . f : f 

Swin^ path is'^icta^d by shoulder ; 
alignment.^Tci's^t lip the in-to-out path 
needed ahupwardvdfiy^ swing, . 
your shoulders should be 'a litile right : 
ofyour target; but here, for a short ' 
iron, they shpuld aim a touch left. -- 


FEEL A NEUTRAL PATH 

Before you can begin to tailor swing shapes 
to the shot, boost your feel for a neutral path. 
Find an old sponge and a shaft. Place the shaft 
inside the ball, aiming down the target line, 
and the sponge on the far side, leaving 
enough room for the clubhead to swing 
between them. Now hit balls. Ifyouhnd 
yourself clipping the cane, your path is 
excessively in-to-out; catch the sponge 
and you are too much out-to-in. 




swingshape 


FOLLOWS 

SHOULDER 

ALIGNMENT 


HIT DOWN, 

HIT IN-TO-OUT 
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FLIGHT FUNDAMENTAL #4 




ANGLE OF 
AHACK 


SET-UP Use ball position to 
promote the attack you need. 
Here, for a descending iron strike, 
the ball’s just forward of centre 
and my sternum is over the ball. 


CREATE A TASK 
TO CONTROL 
AHACK ANGLE 

You will hnd it easier to train 
both a steeper and a shallower 
attack angle by giving yourself a 
clear goal for the shot. Create a 
steeper attack by forcing yourself 
to hit under something; a 
shallower attack by hitting over it. 






Your attack angle affects path and power, but mostly spin. 
A steeper attack tends to add spin, helping the ball hold its 
line and making it rise and drop more steeply; an increase 
of lOOOrpm makes the ball’s descent 7% steeper - ideal 
for holding the green. But high spin also robs distance, 
meaning a lower spinning, shallower attack is better for 
driver. Control attack angle and control your spin. 


IMPACT Your chest bone 
controls the swing’s low point. If it’s 
forward of the ball at impact, you 
will deliver the downward attack 
that works for irons. 


FLIGHT FOCUS 

Creating a goal puts your 
attention on the ball’s 
flight. When you need to 
keep the ball low, you will 
instinctively promote the 
weight shift and forward 
shaft lean to accomplish 
the task. 


TRIANGLE TARGET 


Here, I’ve built a simple 
triangle some three or 
four strides in front of 
me, on my target line. 
I’ve used alignment 
canes, but club shafts 
will work too . My goal is 
simply to strike balls 
through the triangle. 


STRIKE DOWN 
FOR SPIN 

Hitting under this triangle 
is ideal for training an 
iron strike, which works 
best with a compressing 
impact that increases 
spin. TrackMan stats 
suggest the average tour 
pro hits strikes down on 
the ball by 4.1 degrees 
with a 6 -iron. 
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HAND HEEL ON TOP 
OF THE GRIP 


That grip places the heel of your gloved 
hand on top of the handle , vital if you are to 
create the wrist cock that allows lag. So 
long as you move in the correct sequence, 
you can find this powerful delivery 
position, the club lagging behind your 
weight shift and rotation. 


LAG THROUGH 
GRIP 


To get the club to lag, you 
must be able to create an 
angle between your lead 
arm and shaft. That 
means your grip must 
allow the wrist to cock 
(hingeing up against the 
thumb) . Ensure the 
handle sits in the crook of 
your little huger, and runs 
through the middle joint of 
the hrst huger. 


rLiv7ni 


CLUBHEAD SP^ 


Launch monitor data shows that if you can 
create just three extra mph in your swing, 
you’ll hit the ball around 10 yards further. 
Speed is created by following a specific 
sequence, which starts in the pelvis and 


moves outward. Because of this, you’ll 
achieve top club speed when the clubhead * 
reaches the ball last. To do that, you need 
the club to ‘lag’ behind as you attack the 
ball. Here are two ways to achieve that. 


A ' ■ * 


96 thecut 





Make your normal 
backswing, but allow 
your lead foot to lift off the 
ground at the top. Avoid a 
sway on to your trail side 
but let your back foot take 
your weight. 


PLANT YOUR LEAD FOOT 

Replanting your foot primes your lower 
body to initiate the downswing. That puts 
the arms and club into an attitude of 
following rather than leading. Your 
core’s momentum sends energy into 
your torso, which transmits speed into 
your arms and hnally the club. 


LAG THROUGH 
SEQUENCING 

To ensure the clubhead 
arrives fastest and last, you 
need to create a downswing 
sequence that starts in your 
core and radiates outward. 
Train this sequence with 
this two-stage step drill. 






LEAD FOOT LIFTS 












Copyright Today’s Golfer 
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TOM LONG 

Director of golf and resident 
head PGA golf professional ^ 
at the Kinloch Club, Taupo. ^ 
www.tengrandmentality.com 


THIS DRILL WILL IMPROVE 
YOUR ABILITY TO 
COIl/LOAD ON YOUR 
BACKSWING.ATTHE 
SAME TIME IT GIVES YOU 
AN INDICATION AS TO 
WHETHER OR NOT YOU 
HAVE MADE THE CORRECT 
f ROTATIONAL MOVEMENT-v^;: 
^IN 'm IjOWERMRT OF;^ 
I^UR 




I n the main photograph I have placed a rod 
so it is parallel to my ball-to-target-line, 
which I also refer to as 'zero degrees’. For 
the purpose of hitting a straight golf shot, 
at set-up we position the lines across our 
toes, knees, hips and shoulders parallel to 
the aim of our clubface. Because these lines 
are also parallel to the ball-to-target-line, they 
too can be labelled as 'zero degrees’. 


DRILL . Do this drill with a 5-7 iron, 

with or without a baU. I suggest working 
without one initially; (With a ball, swing at 
80% of your normal swing speed.) Place a 
rod so it lies parallel to the target line (zero 
degrees). Position another rod through the 
front belt loops of your shorts or trousers 
as shown. Having assumed your set-up 
position, ensure this rod is parallel (zero 
degrees) to the rod on the ground. If you 
struggle to do this, your hips are either 
open (aligned to the left) or closed (aligned 
to the right) to the target. Adjust your baU 
position and/or hip positioning until the rod 
across your hips becomes parallel. On a 
textbook backswing we are looking for a 
45 degree hip turn (top right). For those 
players whose takeaway is too far inside, the 
angle of hip turn from their starting position 
of zero, this will be greater than 45 degrees. 
Excessive hip rotation on the backswing 
win most likely lead to an over the top 
movement on the downswing, which will 
never consistently produce a desired strike 
and flight pattern. Although some people 
are unable to achieve a 45 degree hip turn 
on the backswing it doesn’t mean they 
won’t play good golf. A stretching routine 
should help increase flexibility As long as 
the backswing hip rotation is consistent 
and not too limited, the correct downswing 
sequence will find itself with practice. 


• See (right) how my hips have turned 

• through to a full finish position where the 

• line across my hips is at 90 degrees to 

• where they began the swing. Anything less 

• commonly causes the baU to have cut-spin 

• imparted upon it. Start to the right of the 

• intended target and stay there or, in an 

^ attempt to save the shot from finishing right 

• of target, flip the wrists to close the clubface 

• and impart anti-clockwise spin to bring 

• it back onto the target. This flicking of the 

• wrists causes a loss of power, a de-lofting 
^ of the clubface (causing a lower baU flight) 

• and often a raking hook that wH finish to 

• the left of the fairway or green. Narrowing 

• your stance will assist the knees to ‘kiss’ at 
the end of the golf swing, making it easier to 

• achieve the correct hip rotation to complete 

• the downswing. 
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PRO TIP 


PRACTICE WITH PURPOSE 


ARE YOU SPENDING HOURS OF PRACTICE AND GEHING LITTLE 
REWARD7DO YOU EXPECT GREAT RESULTS FROM HIHING 50 PRACTICE 
BALLS BEFORE A ROUND? OR ARE YOU TRYING NEW SWING THOUGHTS 
OR TECHNIQUES ON THE COURSE WITHOUT PRACTISING THEM FIRST? 


TECHNIQUE PRACTICE 

If your golf professional has recommended a technical 
change, you will need to hit more balls in a session. 

This helps you to change your old habits and to feel 
comfortable with the new. 

PRACTICE LIKE YOU PLAY 

During this practice session, you prepare for the course 
by hitting different clubs on each shot. The next time you 
are at the range imagine you are playing each hole of the 
course. This type of practice should include a strong focus 
on your pre-shot routine. 

Before arrival at your chosen practice area: 

• Have a detailed plan of what you will do and what you 
want to achieve 

• No matter how long or short your practice, plan for 60 
per cent of that time to be your short game 

• Make sure you are prepared with training aids, balls 
and the appropriate nutrition to maintain energy levels 
throughout your session 

Once at the practice area: 


JIMMY NAPIER 

NZPGA AA Golf Professional, 
Mount Golf Academy 




REMEMBER, PRACTICE WITH PURPOSE, 

QUALITY PRACTICE IS NOT ALWAYS ABOUT QUANTITY 


Pick specific targets to aim at as you would on the course 
Make sure you are committed and stick to the plan, 
changing or adding new techniques during sessions is 
not helpful 

Enjoy what you are doing and make practice fun 












N o matter how long you spend practising, 
the key to improving your golf game is 
focus and purpose. ‘Practice like a pro’ 
is something we have all heard of, and 
it’s vital if we are to develop our game. 
You should have a clear intention at all 
times of what to practice. You need to include aspects 
of the game that are important on the golf course such 
as decision-making, focusing under pressure and your 
pre-shot routine. In organising a plan you need to be 
clear about what you want to achieve. Here are a few 
ways to practice: 
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IN SEARCH 
OF ANOTHER 

NZ IVWUOR WINNER 



STORY Kevin Norquay 

THE AAAN WHO ONCE COACHED 
GOLFING LEGEND SEVE BALLESTEROS 
IS NOW AAARRIED TO A NEW 
ZEALANDER AND DISPENSING HIS 
COACHING WISDOM TO KIWIS 
EAGER TO IMPROVE THEIR GAME 

E nglishman Ian Godleman casts an arm around his office, 

reached via a fire escape up the side of the Manor Park Golf 
Sanctuary clubrooms - sandwiched between the bustling 
Hutt Valley motorway and the meandering Hutt River - and 
points to signed photos of the late great Spaniard Seve Ballesteros, 
a golfing genius he once coached, and of Jack Nicklaus, the 
American winner of 18 majors, the best ever in his opinion. 

There are flags from majors and all manner of golfing 
memorabilia and exhibits in the room. It’s the Godleman CV 
and Museum, if you will. There would be many more on show if 
there was room; the others cover the office wall at his home. 

One wall at Manor Park is dominated by caddies’ bibs with 
the name BROOKY across them. They could be either golfing or 
matrimonial memorabilia, for the Londoner is married to four- 
time Ladies European Tour winner Lynnette Brooky, who grew 
up just over the hill in Titahi Bay. 

That goes a long way to explaining why he’s tucked away 
here, in a hard-to-access office on the other side of the world 
from where he carved out his reputation as a top-flight coach. 

Brooky has set up a golfing academy at Manor Park, 

Godleman a related business of his own. Put simply, Brooky 
works more on toughening golfers up, teaching them to cope 
with pressure and with disappointment, while Godleman is more 
into building bulletproof swings. 

They’ve bought a house on a hill in Paremata, with stunning 
views across two harbours and Cook Strait as far as the South 
Island. They like heights, it seems; he has a base in mountainous 
Switzerland and their wedding in South Africa was the first on a 
famous par-3 you can reach only by helicopter. 

So it’s no surprise to hear him explain their Wellington foray is 
built on lofty ambitions. Godleman has arrived Down Linder full 
of zest. He’s selling his decades of professional knowledge and 
utilising the $40,000 computerised teaching tool TrackMan, which 
he labels “the biggest coaching advance in the last twenty years”. 
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LEFT: Godleman wonders 
whether the New Zealand 
structure is geared to 
producing another Lydia Ko. 
BELOW: David Leadbetter, 
who Godleman rates the 
greatest golf coach who 
ever lived. 


Working on numerous tours over nearly three decades, he has 
either coached or helped with the coaching of Ballesteros, Welsh 
multiple major winner Ian Woosnam, South African David Frost, 
former world top 20 player Stephen Ames of Canada and the 
likes of Ryder Cup players Phillip Price, Peter Baker and Paul Way. 

His arrival in Wellington may have made some nervous, but 
he’s quick to ease the concerns of those who fear he is out to 
woo local talent away from their present coaches. 

That’s not what he’s about, he says. He’s happy to work 
with other coaches, to provide expert input built up through 
years rubbing shoulders with golf’s elite; to collaborate, not to 
ransack talent. 

He’s not into a one-size-fits-all approach to coaching. Sure, 
players must have the right technique to succeed, but how you 
go about winning on the world stage varies from player to player. 

When Godleman was coaching Brooky, he went to top 
putting coach Phil Kenyon for advice. He was asked why, even by 
Brooky herself. 

“Why would I do that - because he’s the best putting coach 
in the world,” he says. “He identified two things I never would 
have picked up and I am secure enough in what I do to utilise 
the world’s best. If it’s going to help my player get that one per 
cent better, it’s how I work.” 

Godleman is hoping he can offer similar help for coaches and 
players in New Zealand. 

When The Cut came calling he was out on the practice 
fairway working at the grassroots level, teaching the basics to a 
group of Samoan children, from pre-schoolers to teenagers, girls 
and boys, some in Warriors league jerseys. 

After plenty of air shots and enthusiasm, the session ended 
with a prayer on the practice green, something which took 
Godleman by surprise. 

If not exactly praying for it, Dudley Asi of the Wellington 
Samoa Golf Academy at least hopes Godleman will turn out a 
Samoan champion. 

“We’ve got so many All Blacks, so many netballers and league 
players, and no golfers,” he says. He likes what he sees in Godleman. 

And while Godleman likes what he sees in New Zealand, he 
cites the country as an underachiever in world golf, with only Sir 
Bob Charles and Michael Campbell having won majors. 

Yes, we have turned out Lydia Ko as well, but he wonders 
whether the structure is geared to producing another like 
Ko, who is now with David Leadbetter in the United States. 
Leadbetter, in Godleman’s opinion, is “the greatest golf coach 
who ever lived”. 


His point: even the best players can benefit from outside help. 

Golf is accessible and cheap here, he says. Children are 
encouraged to play, the weather is good year round and it’s a huge 
participation sport; so why aren’t there more top class Kiwi golfers? 

In his intense and chatty way, Godleman reckons he can help 
improve the statistics, given his recent experience on the big tours. 

In recent discussions with Tiger Woods’ management 
company he outlined a specific plan for the former world No 1, 
having expertise in injury prevention as part of his skill set. 

Having undergone similar surgeries to Woods, and with deep 
knowledge of the spine, Godleman was told they may reach out 
to him in the future. 

He’s learned from the players he’s worked with and been 
around that one coaching plan does not fit all. Ballesteros had 
a powerful self-belief; Vijay Singh hit thousands of balls in 
practice; Phillip Price was a mixture of Seve and Vijay (belief and 
hard work); Frost was by far the best ball striker he has seen; 
Swede Per-Ulrik Johansson was technically perfect, with only his 
putting holding him back from accumulating more than his six 
European Tour wins; and Ryder Cup stars Peter Baker and Paul 
Way played well on confidence. 

“They were all successful in their own ways. Seve had the 
strongest belief he could beat anybody and everybody. He 
didn’t want to be around negative people, or talk negatively. I 
learned so much from him.” 

That positivity oozes out of Godleman as well. He’s hoping 
New Zealanders will be open minded enough to see his vision and 
will want access to the information and technical expertise he has. 

“For every Lydia Ko who goes out there, there’s more than a 
hundred who don’t,” he says. “You have to find out what’s right 
for the person standing in front of you.” 
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Mount Golf 
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TRACKMAN WILL 
SORT YOU OUT 


and direction, spin axis and spin rate as well as height, carry, 
landing angle and hang tinne. 

As complex as it is, even a garden variety club hacker can 
benefit. Within a few shots it pinpointed exactly where I was 
going wrong. My swing path was imperfect, but I was (often) 
able to hit a straight ball by using my hands to get the 
clubhead square. 

When I didn’t manage that, things got ugly. Once those 
adjustments were pointed out, a couple of concise tips were 
able to start putting matters right. 



ant to know how far you hit the ball, how 
your swing works and how to improve it? 

Who doesn’t? 

When The Cut, while visiting Ian Godleman, 
was put on TrackMan, a complex computer-based teaching 
tool, your correspondent’s swing was in disarray (again) after 
the dreaded shanks had come visiting the previous day. 

TrackMan measures the full trajectory of any shot and can 
pinpoint the actual landing position, showing its trajectory. 

It records things such as club speed, attack angle, club path, 
swing plane and swing direction and gathers data 
about ball speed, smash factor, launch angle 




For a statistics nut, the computerised feed out of my 
swing pattern was fascinating. By the end I was able to ‘feel’ a 
good swing, and seeing the numbers supported that. 

“It’s a must-have tool if you’re serious about teaching at 
the highest level and the very best players will only really 
trust TrackMan data,” Godleman says. “It takes all the guess 
work out of teaching.” 

Tiger Woods uses it, as does world top-10 player Justin 
Rose, a US Open winner, and Ryder Cup stars Ian Poulter 
(pictured here), Martin Kaymer and many others. 

Several other New Zealand-based coaches (most in the 
upper North Island) use the device. © 










SERGIO GARCIA 


THE REST OF US 


NOBODY’S PERFECT. 

Even the best in the game, like Sergio Garcia, mis-hit from time to time. That's why we made RSi with Face Slot technology. 
Designed to maintain speed across the club face. For consistently longer shots, even when you miss the centre of the club 

face. 
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A REVOLUTIONARY 
SYSTEM PROMOTES 
AQIVELY FIGHTING 
GRAVITY AS A 
WAY TO HELP YOU 
IMPROVE YOUR GOLF 
GAME... AND IT 
COMES WITH 
HEALTH BENEFITS 



T eaching us to function as we were designed to, and 

therefore nnoving and working our bodies as they should, 
is the philosophy behind a systenn called GravityFit. 

It’s a philosophy Bay of Plenty physiotherapist Bryce 
Manner has adopted and introduced to the golfers he works 
with as part of his role as a New Zealand Golf physiotherapy 
service provider. 

The GravityFit system is the result of research conducted 
over more than 30 years by Professor of Physiotherapy and 
former leader of the University of Queensland research team 
Dr Carolyn Richardson. 

Renowned in her field, Richardson has also worked as a 
consultant on gravitational physiology with the European Space 
Agency, thus her system’s emphasis on gravity. 

Hamer explains: “We don’t challenge gravity enough in our 
daily lives - we bow to it. Our lives have become much more 
sedentary over time. We don’t run or jump like we used to, 
especially as we age. A lot of people use machinery such as a 
rower or a bike to get fit and although these are useful tools 
they are still not causing us to fight gravity.” 

Hamer stresses that the concept of fighting gravity is not 
whacky, it’s simply a progression of the development of what is 
being done in the field of exercise. 

According to GravityFit, Richardson’s research provided her 
with a unique insight into how the human body works. 

“With two functionally different muscle groups in relation to 


gravity (movement and anti- 
gravity muscles),” says Hamer, 

“Dr Richardson found the deep 
anti-gravity muscles (particularly of 
the spine) and the sensory effect 
of gravity on the body play a major 
role in musculoskeletal form and 
function, bone and joint health and 
enhancing athletic performance. 

“What is unique about 
GravityFit is that it is not just 
a way of strengthening core 
stability, it goes beyond that to 
developing whole body stability. It’s a philosophy that is about 
helping people to function well twenty-four hours a day, and 
in the case of golfers, not just when they are standing over a 
golf ball. 

“It’s not complicated and it is functional. You can feel 
what’s happening to your body when you use it properly. 
What you are trying to do is to add compression which 
will activate your muscles correctly. Using your anti-gravity 
muscles, those in your cervical, thoracic and lumbar corsets, 
helps your muscles, bones and tendons do the job they were 
intended for and not deteriorate.” 

Hamer says to date he has received excellent feedback from 
those who have adopted the system. 

“It’s about the little points of difference, particularly with 
golfers in relation to the area of their scapula (shoulder blades). 
Being aware of your stance, and that a strong spine needs its 
three natural curves held by your deep anti-gravity postural 
muscles, means you must keep your thoracic core activated.” 

Hamer insists GravityFit is not a fad, rather a life choice. “It 
fits in with my philosophy,” he says. 

GravityFit promotes itself as 'whole body stability for whole 
body function’ and its tag line of Any Body, Better Body, Core 
Body, succinctly sums up its aims 

GravityFit is being adopted internationally; it’s already in the 
UK and being taught in the United States, where Hamer will be 
involved in the running of courses in March. © 
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PHYSIO TIP 


t STRETCH YOUR WAY 
■ TO A BETHR SWING 



T he golf swing is a rotation activity, and it’s the 
area between your shoulder blades, called 
the thoracic spine, and your hips that nnake 
it possible. 

An inability to rotate your hips sufficiently 
will reflect in your golf swing. Like many swing 
faults it represents a physical rather than technical issue. If 
you can’t rotate your hips far enough your body will attempt 
to find the rotation elsewhere - often with poor results. 

At the hip joint the hip either rotates in (medially) or out 
(laterally). On the backswing, for right-handed golfers, the 
right hip rotates medially, during the follow-through laterally. 
The left hip does the opposite, lateral rotation 
on the backswing then into medial rotation as it 
turns in on the follow-through. 

Lack of mobility is often associated with 
slight discomfort. The exercise I demonstrate 
here is a quick and easy way to alter how some 
of your key muscles function. You should see 
some immediate improvement. It is particularly 
good for improving hip medial rotation. 

As the photos show, the stretch can be 
done either sitting or lying down. The basic 
stretch concept is the same in each position. 

When stretching your right hip, take your 
right arm and pull your right knee towards 
the left shoulder; use your left hand to pull 


the right foot also in the direction of the left shoulder. If 
reaching your left foot is difficult, loop a belt around your 
foot and use your left arm to pull on it. You should feel 
the stretch in your right buttock. Hold the stretch for 15 
seconds, repeat five times. Repeat on the opposite side. Do 
the stretches daily to see lasting improvement. 

Some stretches potentially stop muscles working well 
for a short time. Therefore it is recommended you do 
pre-game stretches at least 30 minutes before teeing 
off if at any time you are concerned or find the exercise 
aggravates your muscles, stop immediately and seek 
advice from your medical professional. © 
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STORY Matt Richardson 


ARE YOU SOMEONE 
WHO LIKES TO TAKE 
RISKS IN LIFE; WELL, YOU 
WILL BE INTERESTED 
IN HOW THAT CAN 
MANIFEST ITSELF ON 
THE GOLF COURSE 


I n the majority of my previous articles, I have talked about 
different methods of attempting to switch off your 
conscious mind as much as possible in order to let your pre- 
programmed muscle memory do its job, and allow you to 
swing freely. 

However, your conscious mind is not a completely useless 
appendage on the golf course. Its logical processes are well 
suited to calculating the distance to the hole, great for assessing 
the potential impact of lie, wind, elevation change and ground 
conditions, and it follows that it will also get involved in shot 
selection and course management. 

Now I’m not going to reel off any course management 
tips... about laying up to the distance of a full wedge, and such 
like. What I want to talk about are some of the psychological 
mechanisms that you may or may not be aware of, that influence 
your decision making when you are plotting your way round a 
golf course. 

There have not been many formal scientific experiments that 
study the psychology of golf course management. In the studies 
that have been carried out, two phenomena have been broadly 
outlined as relevant. Let’s call them ‘delusions of grandeur’ and 
‘loss aversion’. 

Delusions of grandeur first. Although that’s a rather dramatic 
lay term, most of us have what psychologists would call a self- 
supporting bias. 

This is where we pay much more attention to things that 
suggest we are good/competent/correct and are more likely to 
ignore evidence to the contrary. Therefore, as a net result, we 



end up thinking we are better than we actually are. 

There is also an associated issue called a confirmation bias 
where we are more likely to pay attention to, remember and 
believe things that fit in with how we already see ourselves and 
the world, even when contrary evidence comes to light. 

This confirmation bias is pretty much universal and we are 
rarely aware we are doing it. Put it this way: if someone tells you 
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they are not biased, never believe thenn. The only way to truly 
be unbiased about something is to have no information about it 
or anything related to it. 

What on earth does that have to do with golf? 
Well, as an example, if you have any risk- 
reward holes on your home course, 
eg a reachable par-5, you are much 
more likely to recall memories of 
the 10 per cent of the time you 
flushed your fairway wood onto 
the green and made birdie than 
the 40 per cent of the time the 
risk-taking backfired and you 
found yourself hopelessly out 
of position and made bogey 
or worse. 

When you stand over your 
second shot you will not be loading up 
these types of percentages into your mind. 

All you will remember is the 3-wood you nailed 
to 15ft in 2011, or something similar, and you will feel an 
urge to reproduce it. 

Without knowing it, you think you are a better golfer than 
you actually are. 

On to loss aversion: this is a phenomena that is part of 
something called prospect theory, developed by economists 
in the late 1970s. They found that people will take greater risks 
when they are staring at a potential loss than when they already 
have a sure gain, and have to take a risk to gain more. 

“Losses loom larger than gains”, to quote Daniel Kahneman, 
one of the theory’s authors. 

Do golfers exhibit loss aversion? From 2004 to 2009, two 
economists in America studied 2.5 million putts on the PGA 
Tour using Shot Tracker and found that tour pros hit birdie putts 
less accurately and less hard, ie fall short more often, than the 
equivalent length par putts. In other words, they risk less when 
going for birdie than they do when aiming for par. 

Interestingly, the point at which loss aversion was experienced 
was not entirely linked to par, eg on easy par-5s pros would go 
hard at a birdie putt as if it was a par putt, probably because a par 
on such an easy hole is experienced as a loss. 

Overall, the difference between birdie and par putt 
performance was small, but it added up. It was estimated that 
if any of these tournament players were as bold with birdie 
putts as they were with par putts, they would improve their 
72-hole score by one or two shots. Considering that one shot a 
tournament would have pocketed the average PGA Tour player 
an extra $640,000 a year (in 2007), loss aversion can be costly. 

Another recent American study, completed by academics in 
conjunction with Golf Digest, also found that the loss aversion 
bias appears to hold when amateur golfers are considering risk 
on the rest of the golf course, not just the putting green. They 
are more likely to take on a risky shot to avoid bogey than when 
trying to secure a birdie. However, this experiment was limited, 
because it did not study actual performance - it just ran golfers 
through hypothetical scenarios. 

One much more interesting finding from this experiment was 
that people who generally took risks in life, ie thrill seekers, also 
contemplated taking far more risks on the golf course; in fact, 
the size of this difference was considerably greater than any 
differences revealed by loss aversion. 


Let’s put all this together. You’re standing over a second shot 
into a reachable par-5, but it’s risky. You have a choice whether 
to lay up or go for it. Because you’re not a robot, you have some 
potentially unhelpful human biases, which you will probably 
experience as a gut feeling or simply by the fact that certain 
thoughts will enter your head. 

Your self-supporting bias makes you more likely to think ‘go 
for it’. Your loss aversion bias will act differentially, but if you 
think that you should be hitting the green in two, you are more 
likely to go for it (because a par might feel like a loss). 

If you’re a risk taker by nature, thoughts of laying up might 
not even enter your consciousness. However, there’s a good 
chance that unless you are skilled enough to average better than 
par on that hole, you might be better off laying up. There are 
semi-scientific studies out there that support this theory. 

And if you’re standing over a second shot from the rough on 
a long par-4, your loss aversion bias will kick in much harder than 
if you were standing over the same shot on a short par-5, where 
you would be more likely to play conservatively. 

Now that we’ve identified these unhelpful human glitches, 
what should you do about it? 

Well, first of all, simply acknowledge that those thoughts in 
your head are the products of personal bias, which we all have. 
You do not have to take a risk just because you are having a 
thought that you should. It’s just a thought. 

Secondly, play devil’s advocate. Our biases can often make us 
blind to the safer options. But if you get in the disciplined habit of 
always considering at least two ways of playing a shot, and actually 
consider the realistic odds of pulling off the shot required, you 
will have much more chance of picking the smart option. 

So many poor decisions happen because the alternative has 
not even been entertained. 

When we’re talking about driving, approach play and even 
chipping, think high tariff flop shots, we are mostly biased 
towards the risky option. 

However, if we consider the evidence from the PGA Tour, it 
may be that putting is different. It’s possible that you are a slightly 
better putter when going for par/your usual score on that hole, 
than when you are going for birdie/a better score than usual. 

It might be that when ‘loss looms large’, you are more 
focused and/or bold with the flat stick, and this may well 
help you hole a few more putts. Putt for birdie with the same 
intensity as if you are scrambling par. 

In fact, throughout your whole game, it might be helpful to 
remember that par is a mirage, and the par of a hole makes no 
difference to the chance of you pulling off any shot. 

Weigh up the shot in front of you purely on its merits, even 
if that feels counter-intuitive. Birdie, par, bogey... it’s all one shot 
difference after 18 holes. 

Also, it might help to consider whether you are a thrill- 
seeking, maverick risk-taker by nature, because toning it down 
on the course might translate into better scores. 

Although, if you’re that type of person, you probably only 
play golf for the buzz of pulling off the heroic shots and care 
much more about that than your score. 

Ultimately, these types of personal goals for our round 
might influence course management in amateurs far more than 
anything else. ® 

Matt Richardson is a clinical psychologist who practises at the 
ISIS Rehabilitation Centre, Dunedin. 
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Graeme is happy 
to answer your 
rules questions. 
Please email 
queries to gallery@ 
fairf axmedia. CO. nz 


G raeme, a point for consideration: 

with all the talk of slow play and how 
detrimental it is for the game of golf, 
has there been any discussion about 
the following? That is, if a player’s ball 
is lost, instead of having to go back to 
where the shot was struck from why can’t the player’s 
next shot be taken from the area where the ball was 
lost, the player then receiving a one or two stroke 
penalty? As things stand, having to go back and replay 
a shot from where the lost ball was played can take an 
inordinate amount of time. 

T Brown, Christchurch 

This is an interesting discussion point since 
pace of play is currently a hot topic among 
the golfing fraternity. The R&A and the USGA 
have been working towards creating a Rule 
Book that reflects a more consistent approach to on 
course situations while also making the code simpler for 
all levels of golfer to understand and apply. The aim is to 
introduce this version of the Rule Book in January 2020. 

While I am not a part of this discussion group, I am 
sure they are reviewing all relief procedures, that of 
stroke and distance included. However, providing the 
player with the option to drop a ball at the estimated 
point of where the ball may have been lost is a problem 
in itself given that, by virtue of the fact it is lost, there is 
no reference point to use in order to take a drop. 

The point I raise is already evident when taking relief 
under Rule 28, Ball Unplayable. When a player finds 
his ball in an unplayable lie, he has three relief options 
available to him: drop a ball within two club lengths of 
the spot where the ball lay, not nearer the hole; drop 
a ball behind the point where the ball lay, keeping that 
point directly between the hole and the spot on which 
the ball is dropped; or proceed under the stroke and 
distance provision of Rule 27-1. 

To apply the first two relief options, the ball must 
first be found in order to create a reference point for the 
player. If there is no reference point then they must return 
to the spot from which the previous stroke was played. 

I am not convinced that a separate dropping option 
could be applied for a ball that may be out of bounds. In 
many cases, the boundary of the course may have dense 
rough, a hedge or area of trees between the fairway and 
the boundary fence and it becomes impossible to have 
knowledge or virtual certainty that the ball crossed the 


boundary; hence the same procedure under Rule 27-1 
applying to a ball that is lost or out of bounds. 

My own view on slow play is that changing the rules 
will have little or no effect when it comes to making 
players move faster. In respect to a ball that may be 
lost; the rules already provide the player with the 
opportunity to play a provisional ball, thus eliminating 
the need for them to go back to the tee should their 
search be fruitless. Unfortunately, this seems to be a 
practice many players refuse to undertake. 

Clubs often seem happy to put strict conditions 
in place for junior members playing on the course 
yet they are reluctant to take strong action against 
members who consistently hold up play. 

I have been around golf for a long time and recall my 
home club in Scotland having sanctions in place should 
you take longer than the prescribed time for a round. I’m 
not talking about 4hr rounds either but being required 
to play 18 holes in V/i hrs in a fourball. There were no 
buggies in those days either and many keen golfers 
chose to carry their clubs rather than pull a trundler. 

On tour, we have the ability to penalise professional 
golfers one or two strokes for playing too slowly and 
when this occurs they also face substantial financial 
penalties. While financial penalties for club members 
is not applicable, perhaps other sanctions should be 
applied to regular offenders such as refusing entry in 
the next tournament or only allowing them to play at 
the end of the field. 

Clubs must also take responsibility for other factors 
contributing to slow play. Course committees seem to 
insist on greens being prepared at Augusta-like speeds, 
for which the design of the course was never intended. 

At times, this is purely to feed the ego of individuals 
and it creates a putting competition rather than testing 
the shot-making ability of the members. Mid to high 
handicappers take forever to putt because everything 
over a foot becomes an absolute knee-knocker. 

Allowing insufficient starting times also results in 
packed fields with players having nowhere to go and 
several groups waiting on the par-3 holes. Even with our 
own events where we apply 10-minute start intervals, if 
there is a par-3 hole in the opening two or three holes, a 
wait can develop since it is almost impossible in a three 
or fourball to play the hole in less than 11 or 12 minutes. 

Yes, we could look at changing the rules. But I 
believe a greater effect would be achieved if we 
changed the attitude of golfers themselves. © 
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STORY Peter Lampp 

MONKEY 
LOAD OF FUN 



IF YOU DON'T MIND THE ODD MONKEY, SQUIRREL 
OR EVEN IGUANA INTRUDING, YOU CAN'T HELP 
BUT ENJOY GOLFING IN THE TROPICAL PARADISE 
THAT IS THE WESTERN PART OF MALAYSIA 



O i, get off my cart, you blimmin’ 

monkey,” I hollered while preparing 
to putt on the 18th green at The Els 
Club in Malaysia. 

There was good reason for my 
outburst. They say the Macaque 
monkeys even know how to undo zips in golf bags; 

I wasn’t waiting to find out so tore off across the 
green yelping sufficiently to have a green keeper 
laughing his head off and to send the monkey loping 
off into the undergrowth. 

The wildlife represents part of the delight of golfing 
in tropical Malaysia. Besides monkeys, squirrels, eagles 
and iguanas add to your zoological pleasure. 


Swanning about exquisite courses like Saujana, Kota 
Permai and Kuala Lumpur Golf and Country Club also 
hit my nostalgia button, memories of a life in Malaysia a 
few decades back. 

Back then, we Kiwi kids lived the expatriate life in 
Sabah, eastern Malaysia, with nightly visits to ‘the 
club’ by the sea where parents sipped drinks in the 



open-aired clubhouse; altogether, a jolly good show. 

However, this golfing odyssey was to the western side 
of Malaysia, to the Malay Peninsula and the northern 
island of Langkawi. It demonstrated how New Zealanders 
can indulge themselves at splendid tropical golf courses 
for a week or so. just one direct flight from Auckland can 
have you in Kuala Lumpur. 

Here our dollar generously buys 2.60 Malaysian ringgit. 
Never mind the KL traffic and the tropical humidity - 
it’s all part of the experience, and it’s not as if we fly to 
Malaysia for more of the Kiwi chill. 

Those besotted with things colonial can house 
themselves most comfortably in The Hotel Majestic in 
central Kuala Lumpur and The Danna on Pulau Langkawi. 
The Majestic has doormen resplendent in old colonial 
pith helmets and shorts with long socks to the knees. 

Meanwhile, only a mad dog of an Englishman would 
venture out with golf clubs in Malaysia without riding in 
a cart, without a caddy and without guzzling water at 
every hole. And to get in a good hour of semi-coolness, 
try teeing off at about Sam. 

A midday ale is not my usual, but after our round at 
the most stunning layout on this trek. The Els Club on 
the island of Langkawi, it required mere eye contact 
with the barman to furnish a Carlsberg Extra Cold 
extra quickly. 

Often the golf carts come with an ice container, so 
1 got to dunking a small hand towel in the ice before 
setting off 

Most of the caddies are petite Indonesian women 


who work 18 holes a day for 50 ringgit, about $19. My 
caddy at Saujana, Santi from Surubaya, said only men 
were caddies in Indonesia, so the women venture over 
the Straits of Malacca to earn their living. 

They were tolerant of our humble golf and my 
attempts at bahasa (Malay) regurgitated from decades 
back, virtually the same language spoken in Malaysia 
and Indonesia. 

So “tiga (three) hybrid” usually worked, but invariably 
when requesting an iron, 1 would ask for a “tujoh (7)” 
when 1 meant “lapan (8)” so 1 just hit with the tujoh. 

Each night, to lift my bahasa act, 1 would leaf through 
my 1959 Malay-English handbook. 

The caddies politely scowled whenever, out of Kiwi 
habit, 1 reached to mark my ball on the green or to hold 
the pin, crossing their line of work. 

One of my teammates was having a bad day at the 
Gunung Raya Golf Resort on Langkawi so he invited the 
male caddy, a 10-handicapper no less, to hit a ball to 
show him how it’s done. “No sir, not my job.” 

But my caddy, Farid, a six-handicapper, kindly offered 
me coaching tips. 

There was no need for bahasa Malay at the plush 
Kuala Lumpur Golf and Country Club for the final day 
of the PGA Tour’s CIMB Classic. There we saw American 
Ryan Moore defend his title despite being decked out all 
in black in the heat. 

The best hole was the driveable par-4 14th. The longer 
drivers, way up high on the elevated tee, went for the 
green which was surrounded by water. Danny Lee flew 



Saujana Golf Course 
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it while fellow Kiwi, Tim Wilkinson, wisely laid up on the 
pristine, paspalum fairway. 

When we arrived at Templer Park Golf Club, the 
course was so dominated by a mighty dolomite rock it 
seemed we had stumbled on New Plymouth’s Paritutu. 

It was in the Klang Valley, but could have been in 
the mountains such was the extent of the rainforest. 
Templer was designed by Japan great Jumbo Ozaki and 
consequently is popular with his countrymen. It was fairly 
open but lakes with fountains kept we land-lubbers honest. 

I was grouped with Malaysian touring professional 
John Pang from Malacca. He knew his way around 
Templer and thumped one drive straight over a patch of 
jungle. Had I tried that, I stood a fair chance of bopping a 
king cobra on the snout, so chose the fairway route. 

Templer, which also had the ubiquitous monkeys, 
presented a wonderful downhill par-5 (which could have 
been at Kapalua), a superb drop hole par-3 16th and a 
terrific closing par-4 18th with a 188m carry over a large 
lake. I chickened out on that one, too. 

The greens were running at 10.5, which seemed to be 
the norm at the top courses. I noticed another course 
had sped the greens up for an international event and 
the heat had over-stressed them. 

Templer meanwhile, will host a $500,000 Asian Tour 
event this year. 

Things became definitely five-starrish with visits to 
three more KL courses in the vicinity of Subang Airport - 
Kota Permai, Glenmarie and Saujana. The last mentioned 
hosted the 2002 Eisenhower Trophy. 

These sports clubs welcome visitors even though 
they have about 5000 members, including 2000 golfers, 
so they can be busy. At one, I asked how they 
would cope with 100 members, as at my 
Royal Linton. 

Kota Permai’s honours 
board was festooned with 
commendations about it 
often being rated the best 
maintained course in 
Malaysia. The same with 


Saujana, both carved out of former palm oil estates. 

Kota Permai, the course of squirrels, has hosted 
Malaysian Opens and in the pro shop the prices were right 
for quality gear, kindly discounted as our bus drew up. 

Glenmarie looked equally spectacular. It had recently 
staged the inaugural Eurasia Cup. 

Saujana was the best layout we played in terms of its 
wide, undulating Bermuda fairways meandering through 
the comfortable suburb of Shah Alam. 

Saujana has two courses and while it has its share of 
water, the bunkers and slopes deserve more respect. It has 
often been voted No 1 in Malaysia and we could see why 
with the condition of the course, the clubhouse, the food, 
top caddies and even a separate guests’ locker room. 
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Templer Golf Course 


The Els Club 






One elevated tee required a hefty clout 
to clear a slice of water which provoked 
nne to hook a prized Pro VI into the railway 
line being built through Saujana fronn 
Subang Airport. 

The Palm course we played has a par-3 
rated the toughest in Malaysia. 

The one-hour flight from Kuala Lumpur 
to duty-free Langkawi fills the bill for its 
beaches and resorts, on an island the size 
of Singapore. 

Langkawi has three golf courses, but 
for sheer golfing heaven the northernmost. 
The Els Club at Datai, if rather pricey, was 
worth the drive through the virgin jungle 
to find greenkeepers hand-mowing 
the greens. 

Mountain streams flow from the 
surrounding range, five greens border the 
turquoise, warm Andaman Sea and wildlife 
in the form of hornbills, iguanas and 
Macaque and Dusky Leaf monkeys abound. 

just off the postcard seafront greens 
are forested islands belonging to Thailand. 

Ernie Els’ golf bag resides in the locker 
room. Els was onto a winner when he got 
to redesign what was formerly The Golf 
Club Datai Bay, filling in all of the bunkers. 

My favourites were a fun drop hole on 
the par-3 15th, 100ft above the green with 
a pool in front and a tempting par-5 in 


which I laid up and then cleverly dunked 
my pitch into the pretty water lilies beside 
the green. 

At the 12th we found a troop of the 
rare Dusky Leaf monkeys in the trees 
cavorting with their young, an experience 
I will never forget. In New Zealand such 
forests would be locked down in a 
national park. 

It was worth coming a long way to play. 
The course had immaculate fairways, not a 
lot of venom unless you sprayed the ball, 
and the latest GPS units in the carts to 
show the way. 

Every hole was a picture and unfortunately 
we only got to play it once. But watch out for 
those devilish monkeys! © 


Peter Lompp travelled to Malaysia 
courtesy of the Malaysia Golf Tourism 
Association 


MALAYSIA GOLF 

Number of courses: About 200 
How to get there: Direct flights 
(Auckland-Kuala Lumpur) with Malaysia 
Airlines, lOhr SOmin; frequent 1 hr flights 
Kuala Lumpur to Langkawi 
When to go: All year round 
Languages: English spoken at all golf 
courses 

Website: www.golftourismmalaysia.com 


KUALA LUMPUR 

Templer Park 
Country Club 

www.tpcc.com.my 
18 holes, 4 stars 
GREEN FEE (weekdays) $66 
(incl cart, caddy, insurance) 

Saujana Golf and 
Country Club 

www.saujana.com.my 
2 courses, Palm, Bunga Raya, 4 stars 
GREEN FEE $133 Cart $44 
Caddy $19 

Kuala Lumpur Golf 
and Country Club 

www.klgc.com 
2 courses, East, West, 5 stars 
GREEN FEE $160 Cart $35 
Caddy $20 

Kota Permai Golf 
and Country Club 

www.kotapermai.com.my 
18 holes, 4'/2 stars 
GREEN FEE $83, Cart $38 
Caddy $17 

Also $74 special (incl cart, caddy) 

Glenmarie Golf 
and Country Club 

www.glenmariegolf.my 
2 courses, Garden, Valley, 4 stars 
GREEN FEE $134 Cart $34 
Caddy $27 

BEST STAY Hotel Majestic 
central Kuala Lumpur 
www.majestickl.com 


LANGKAWI ISLAND 

Gimimg Raya Golf Resort 
18 holes, 3 stars 
www.golfgr.com.my 
GREEN FEE $88 Cart $34 
Caddy optional 

The Els Glub Teluk Datai 

www.elsclubmalaysia.com 
18 holes, 5 stars 
GREEN FEE $246 (incl cart) 

Caddy $30 

BEST STAY The Danna Langkawi, 
Pantai Kok 
www.thedanna.com 

Green fee rates vary and 
those quoted are mostly 
for weekday play 
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EXPERIENCE MALAYSIA 
THROUGH GOLF 




Koto Permoi Golf & Country Club - Selongor 




DESTINATION VIETNAM 


STORY Warwick Smith 

CITY OF 

SURPRISES 

GOLF TOURISM IS GROWING IN VIETNAM, AND THE NORTHERN 
CITY OF HANOI IS ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR DESTINATIONS. 
OUR WRITER PUT FOUR OF ITS BEST COURSES TO THE TEST 





O ne could be excused for holding the 

preconceived notion of Vietnam’s capital 
being a rather austere place still suffering 
a hangover from its history. It is, however, 
a vibrant city rich in colour and culture 
and boasting a burgeoning economy. 

With nine million inhabitants, Hanoi is poised to eclipse 
Ho Chi Minh City as the nation’s largest metropolis and 
many believe it will soon become the country’s principal 
commercial hub. There was ample evidence to support that 
view given the level of infrastructure development taking 
place, mostly benefiting the city’s transport system, and the 
obvious proliferation of multinational consumer brand names. 


Typical of many Asian cities, Hanoi is a paradox, full 
of contrasts. Median strips of immaculately manicured 
landscaping divide four lane boulevards, either side of which 
the street frontages appear unkempt, as do many of the 
businesses which occupy them. 

The avenues narrow as you enter the Old Quarter which 
is a chaotic mix of merchants, eateries and street vendors. 

In direct contrast is the opulent Royal City plaza where 
glass towers intermingle with stately, mustard-coloured 
government buildings and architecture from the city’s French 
colonial past. 

Threaded through all this is the bedlamish traffic, but it 
works... ever so slowly. The latest European vehicles jostle with 














126 thecul 



taxis and the ubiquitous motorcycle. Everywhere though there are 
trees, lining even the narrowest of thoroughfares, which soften the il 
cityscape and imbue a sense of calm. _ 

Hanoi has much to offer the tourist. It has an abundance of 
hotels catering for all budgets and within easy reach of the many ' ^ 
museums and buildings of historical and cultural significance. As 
the city lies within the tributary system of the Red River, there ar^ 
several picturesque recreational lakes to take in, the most famous ' 
being Haon Kiem. 

Golfers will not be disappointed either. In 2008, there were 16' 
golf clubs spread across the country. There are now 34 and more . ■ 
are either under construction or in the planning stages. Northern 
Vietnam claims 15 golf clubs, 10 within a 65km radius of Hanoi’s centre 
and to all points of the compass. The four I played didn’t disappoint: 


KINGS ISLAND 
GOLF RESORT 


Located 45km northwest of the city. Kings Island is rather unique 
being accessible only by boat, albeit a short journey from the 
vehicle parking area. This necessitates sound organisation, an 
aspect which impressed me about the whole operation. 

The 36-hole resort occupies a variably contoured 340 hectareT 
set within lush tropical landscape and including an abundance of^ 
mature trees; it’s very picturesque. 

The lakeside course opened in 1991 with the Mountain View 
layout (which I played) following in 2004. Both are floodlit 
facilitating late afternoon tee times, a real advantage in winter. 

Set against the scenic backdrop of the Tan Vien Mountain, the 
design offers plenty of variety, although for me the back nine held Q. 
more interest, with holes 14, 16, 17 and 18 being the standouts. The 
par-5 sixth also impressed. 

In terms of presentation, the course was hard to fault. The 
greens (despite being recently sanded) were playable, the fairwayT 
generous, bunkering intelligently placed and the rough not 
excessively penal. Water, located either strategically (6th and 18th) Q 
or otherwise, lurks, mostly on the front nine. 

The well-appointed circular clubhouse affords spectacular 
views across the property and offers suitable refreshments. Kings 
Island delivers a memorable golf experience. Visitors are welcome 
seven days a week and bookings are essential. 

GHI LINE STAR GG 

Heading 65km due east from Hanoi, conveniently en route to Ha 
Long Bay, is the unassuming town of Chi Linh and nearby you will 
find a far from unassuming golf club. 


On offer are 27 holes, three nines of remarkably contrasting 
style, a taste of which can be viewed in stunning panorama from 
the clubhouse’s elevated position. 

I was allocated the Valley and Hillside courses to sample, 
omitting the Lake nine. The Valley, as the name suggests, basically 
skirts around the lower reaches of a shallow valley with a large 
lake as its centrepiece. A fun nine holes to play, some being rather 
morable, eg the semi-circular par-5 fifth and delightful par-3 
eighth. Curiously, the starting hole is rated the hardest on the 
composite course. 

V , The Hillside layout is even more aptly named being extreme in 
terms of changes in elevation and contour. Do not attempt to walk 
these nine unless your fitness level is that of a young Ed Hillary. 

Despite the challenging topography and disconcerting number 
of blind targets, the par-3s and the excellent short par-4 second, 
excepted, the scenic splendour is compensation. 

Keeping the ball in play off the tee is imperative to achieve a 
reasonable score, so judicious use of the driver is advised. 

The pleasant clubhouse offers all the necessary amenities. Visitors 
are welcome at all times but must book. 


V7\N TRIGG 
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The third club was only a 25 minute drive from my hotel. Van 
Tri is a private club with only 400 members and part of a gated 
community, so typically is not open to the public. Visitors can play 
only on weekdays and bookings are essential. 

What confronts you is breathtaking, one of the best presented 
and impeccably landscaped golf courses I’ve seen. 

. The Peter Rousseau designed layout extends over gently 
undulating land liberally peppered with a myriad of plant life. Water 
is omnipresent and in places not that obvious until your ball has 
found it; hence the absolute reliance on your caddy information. 

. The caddies are armed with range finders too, certainly a bonus. 
While the fairways offer some leniency, approach shots to the 
slick, variably contoured greens require precision, the eighth, rated 
^he No 1 stroke hole, being a prime example. 

Four holes feature ridgeback greens, with the 15th bordering on 
extreme. The split fairway at the par-4 12th was bemusing because 
they didn’t get the design quite right. However, most of the holes 
are superb, the 18th perhaps the signature hole. 

This is a course you would never get bored playing. It is 
beguiling. Also, the facilities are excellent. 


SKY LAKE RESORT & GO 

Many consider this to be potentially the best golf resort in the north. 
Which would seem to be an achievable aspiration. The grand plan for 
the 192 ha property (45km southwest of the city) is for 36 holes, a golf 
academy, spa resort and residential development. The Lake course was 
in operation when I visited, the Sky course due to open in a few months. 

The Lake course descends in a slightly roller coaster fashion from the 
clubhouse down to Van Son Lake which encroaches on a number of 
holes, most notably the par-5 fifth, the daunting but spectacular par-4 
10th and two excellent heart-in-your-mouth par-3s. 

It then ascends, culminating in the alluring 18th, the last of four 
demanding par-5s. What really captures the eye is the naturally 
occurring vegetation, the scrub, which defines many of the perfectly 
manicured fairways. With trees being less prominent it has an almost 
links feel. 

This was the longest of the four courses I played, with five 
tee positions catering to all ability levels. While the greens were 
still recovering from a renovation programme, the course is most 
presentable. The clubhouse and amenities are first class. Visitors are 
welcome at most times but be sure to book. 

HA LONG BAY 

A holiday in northern Vietnam wouldn’t be complete without a visit to 
this remarkable site. Comprising over 1900 shard-like islands and islets, it 
is as iconic to Vietnam as the Bay of Islands is to New Zealand. 

Ha Long Bay’s ecological importance was recognised by UNESCO in 
1994 as a World Heritage site and in 2011 it became classified as one of 
the seven New Natural Wonders of the World. 

The 160km journey from Hanoi takes about four hours but the road 
is good. 

The city of Ha Long is modern, spacious and well planned. A good 
selection of quality hotels line the embankment across from the 
waterfront, thus affording stunning vistas across the bay. The highlight is 
taking a cruise. There are plenty of options to choose from. Cruises are 
of critical importance to the local economy so the industry is well run. 

Ha Long will also have a golf course within a year or so. © 


WHAT YOU 
SHOULD KNOW 

Choosing a local golf tour 
operator to organise your trip 
is strongly advised. They can 
tailor a package to suit your 
budget and timetable, secure 
discounted green fees and 
preferred tee times (weekdays 
are best for visitors) and usually 
have access to some of the 
private clubs, egVanTri. 

Most importantly though, they 
will take care of the logistics. 
They can also organise your 
sightseeing, including the Ha 
Long Bay experience. 

Mark Seigel’s team at GolfAsian 
www.GolfAsian.com did a great 
job for me and come highly 
recommended. The best time to 
visit Hanoi is autumn (from mid 
September to late November). 
March-April can be okay too. 





7 night 

package 

• Return economy class airfare from Auckland 
on Air Vanuatu 

• Return airport transfers in Vanuatu 

• 7 nights accommodation at Poppy’s on the 
Lagoon Resort 

• Continental Breakfast daily 

• Welcome drink on arrival 

• Return transfers in private taxi to and from 
Port Vila Country Club any four days during 
the 7 night stay (total of four return trips for 2 
adults travelling together) 

• 4 rounds of 1 8 Holes at Port Vila Golf & 
Country Club & use of motorised golf cart 

^INCLUDES: 

t 2 X COMPLIMENTARY 30 MINUTE ISLAND 

g LUX FOOT, ANKLE & CALF MASSAGE OR 

fc'iSLAND LUX HEAD, NECK AND SHOULDER 

» MASSAGE (1 PER PERSON) 


Travel 20 January - 28 June 2015 


Lagoon View Studio* 


M699 


per person double/twin share 


*Free Upgrade to a Garden View Bungalow or 
Beachfront Spa Bungalow (subject to availability) 


Poppy’s on the Lagoon Resort 


Fantastic location for beach access and close to Port Vila 
town. A private and friendly resort with white sand beach 
and water sports and swimming on Erakor lagoon. Two 
acres of lush gardens, 3 swimming pools, mini day spa 
services. All the rooms are fully self-contained, and Poppy’s 
has the added bonus of their popular cafe, fully licensed 
bar plus open air restaurant fare on site. The property has 
a reputation for being meticulously maintained, friendly 
and very welcoming. The staff at Poppy’s take pride in 
getting to know guests and looking after their every need. 



Port Vila Golf & Country Club boasts 18 challenging holes 
framed by tropical foliage, dotted with strategically placed 
bunkers and small greens,testing the skills of all that play 
it. After golf, the clubhouse offers all the facilities you 
expect and you can relax on the wide balcony overlooking 
Mele Bay. 


Two Bedroom Lagoon Suite 


$1399 


per person quad share 



CONDITIONS: Prices are in NZ Dollars per person based 
on two or four adults per room type as specified. Sales until 
31 May 2015. Air Taxes are included however are subject to 
change. All offers subject to availability, capacity control and 
currency fluctuations. Travel Agent service fees may apply. 


Phone (09) 524 9922 
or 0800 80 2929 
bill(gexperiencegolf.co.nz 
www.experiencegolf.com 
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ASURE Accommodation Group 

10% DISCOUNT 


Select the NZ Affiliated Golfers member 
discount when you book online 
on ASURESTAY.com 


Kaitaia - ASURE Wayfarer Motel 



Kerikeri- ASURE Kauri Park Motel 


Whangarei - ASURE Cherry Court Motor Lodge 


Auckland (Central) - ASURE AT Eden Park 
Auckland (South/Airport) - ASURE Camelot Arms Motor Lodge 


Whitianga- ASURE Marina Park Apartments 
Katikati -ASURE Kaimai View Motel 
Tauranga - ASURE Macy's Motor Inn 
Tauranga - ASURE Harbour View Motel 


Hamilton - ASURE Barclay Motel 
Te Awamutu - ASURE Albert Park Motor Lod^ 


Loyalty 
Programme 

Stay 9 nights at 3 ASURE 
properties and receive 

$100 off your 10th New Plymouth - ASURE Saddle & Sulky Motor Lodge ^ J 

Stratford - ASURE Antonio Mews Motel 



night! 


Taupo - ASURE Ascot Motor Inn 
Taumarunui - ASURE T win Rivers Motel ^ ^ ^ 


Whakqipne- ASURE Barringtons Motor Lodge 
■ / 

Ohope - ASURE Aquarius Motel 

Rotorua - ASUR^Palm Court Motor Inn 

^ Gisborne - 

ASURE Alfresco Motor Lodge 
Turangi^^A^y^Varklands Motor Lodge 


Wanganui - ASURE Cooks Gardens Motor Lodge 


Napier - ASURE Colonial Lodge Motel 
Palmerston North -ASURE Colonial Court Motel 


( 

iNor 


Kapiti Coast - ASURE Kapiti Court Motel 
Picton -ASURE Jasmine Cou^^otel 


Nelson - ASURE Fountain Resort Motel 

tv 

Westport- ASURE Chelsea Gateway Motor Lodge 

Cm 

Greymouth - ASURE Highpark Motor Inn ^ 


"S- 

) / 

\ ^Mastert^- ASURE Masterton Motor Lodge 

- - - Lower Hutt - ASURE FernhiU Motor Lodge 


\ Blenheim -ASURE Sundowner Motel 


Hokitika - ASURE Annabelle Motel 


Fox Glacier -ASURE Mt Cook View Motel ^ 


Haast- ASURE Aspiring Court Motel 


Omarama - ASURE Sierra Motels 

> V ^ 

Wanaka- ASURE Brookvale Motel 

^ 


y 


y 


Hanmer Springs - ASURE Hanmer inn Motel 


ChristSiurch - ASURE Amalfi Motor Lodge 


Cromwell -ASURE Cental Gold Motel 


Queenstown 
ASURE Queensto]^n 
Gateway Apartm^ts 

TeAnau- 


ASURE Amber Court Motel 
* 



-I 


' Christchurch - ASURE Bush inn Court Motel 

Ashburton - ASURE Adcroft Motel 
Geraldine - ASURE Scenic Route Motor Lodge 
Timaru - ASURE Ashley Motor Lodge 

Oamaru - ASURE Armada Motor Inn 


Dunedin - ASURE Dunedin & Academy Court Motels 
Dunedin -ASURE 755 Regal Court Motel 


Milton - ASURE St John's Court Motel 


-ASURE Oakleigh Motels 


Alexandra - 
ASURE Avenue Motel 

Invercargill - ASURE Evergreen Motel 


ASURE Loyalty Programme 
Stay 9 nights at 
3 ASURE properties 
and receive S 1 00 off your 
10th night! 



Your Comfort Is ASUREd 


Palmerston North Golf Club 


improve your golf 
TEE’ING OFF TOGETHER! 


New Zealand owned and operated ASURE Accommodation Group 
in association with fiecut offers Affiliated Golfers a 10% discount 
when you book online at ASURESTAY.com at any of our 52 
Nationwide ASURE properties. 


You are also eligible for ASURE’s Loyalty Programme - to find out 
more and make your booking, visit ASURESTAY.com - and select 
“NZ Affiliated Golfers discount” from the drop down box. You will 
need to provide your current NZGA membership number to complete 
your booking. There are no booking fees or commissions on this 
New Zealand owned and operated booking site and your discount will 
automatically show on the booked price. 

ASURE is a nationwide group of motels, motor inns, motor lodges 
and apartments and ASURE’s properties are strategically placed 
offering you quality, affordable accommodation. 

All ASURE properties are located in areas that offer golfers quality 
golf courses. Many of the ASURE owners are members of their local 
courses and some of them have special arrangements with their own 
clubs that they can extend to their guests. Visit the golf heading on 
ASURESTAY.com 

ASURE Accommodation looking forward to have you STAY AND 
PLAY very soon! 






DESTINATION NEWS 


CELEBRATES 


K ingsbarns Golf Links ended 
2014 on a high with special 
recognition at Scotland’s golf 
Oscars and a pronninent showing 
in the latest edition of one of 
the UK’s most respected course 
rankings. The Fife course picked up the top 
award at the Scottish Golf Tourism Awards 
and climbed up the ratings in GolfMonthiys 
top 100 UK and Ireland golf courses list for 
2015/2016. 

Collecting the accolade for Best Overall 
Golf Experience in Scotland at a gala event 
in St Andrews, Kingsbarns’ chief executive 
Alan Hogg said the 2014 season had been a 
year to remember. 

‘The last twelve months have been 
incredible for Kingsbarns, but also for 
Scotland as a whole. We have seen record 
numbers of visitors from across the world 
while the course has been in the best shape 
ever. As proud as we are of our achievements, 
it is great to share these good times with the 
rest of the country.” 

Located near St Andrews, the highly 
acclaimed links course has been one of the 
most admired venues on the European Tour 


after co-hosting the Alfred Dunhill Links 
Championship for over a decade. Its status 
was raised further last year when Kingsbarns 
was selected to host the Ricoh Women’s 
British Open in 2017. 

Its inclusion in the top third of Golf 
Monthlys rankings (at 21st, up six on the last 
ranking results) reflects the praise given by 
the assessors who marked each venue on 
quality of design, condition and presentation, 
visual appeal, facilities and experience. 

“Kingsbarns is visually stunning, set along a 
beautiful piece of coastline with the sea visible 
from nearly every hole,” noted one panellist. 
Another said: “At all times you’re made to 
feel very welcome at Kingsbarns. Customer 
satisfaction is clearly the highest priority.” 

Of the course, world No 1 golfer Rory 
Mcllroy said: “I love Kingsbarns. It’s just a great 
golf course to play.” 

The team at Kingsbarns has been busy 
making further improvements to its visitor 
experience. The 300m^ enlargement of the 
short game area which opened in 2014 has 
proved especially popular. The R&A is to 
build its new Ball and Equipment Test Centre 
at Kingsbarns. 



MIIiLBROOK 
RESORT NAMED 
BEST GOLF HOTEL 

MiUbrook Resort has taken out 
the title of Oceania’s Best Golf 
Hotel and Best Golf Hotel in New 
Zealand at the inaugural World 
Golf Awards held in Portugal. 

MilJbrook Resort head of 
operations Brian Howie said 
winning the title of Oceania and 
New Zealand’s Best Golf Hotel 
was ‘ ‘hugely rewarding’ ’ . 

“Over the past four years 
we’ve consistently won the 
title of Australasia and New 
Zealand’s Best Golf Resort. To 
continue this good run with 
the new awards and to be 
recognised as best-of-the-best 
in front of our golf tourism 
peers is important to us,’ ’ he 
said. ‘ ‘ Over the last 1 2 months 
especially we’ve invested in the 
resort’s facilities supporting our 
mission to provide the very best 
guest journey we possibly can.’ ’ 



OOH.LALA! 

French management company 
NGF Golf has opened the much 
anticipated 18-hole exclusive 
Golf Deva New Galedorda, 
forming part of the Sheraton 
New Galedonia Deva Resort 
and Spa. Located 2.5hrs north of 
the capital Noumea, the par-72 
championship golf course is 
spread across 131 hectares of 
unspoiled savannah land. 

The course, designed by 
US golf architect Gynthia Dye, 
unfolds across a mosaic of 
woodlands, forest, wetlands, 
mountains, and beaches. The 
most prominent feature is 
undoubtedly the sweeping 
views of the Pacific Ocean. 

The development brings 
the total golf course offerings in 
New Galedonia to four. 
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THE US MASTERS GOLF TOUR 

3rd -13th April 201 5 



The U.S. Masters tickets & badges remain 
the most prestigious ticket in sport. 
Access to the Masters Golf Tournament 
in Augusta, Georgia is cherished by 
many, yet only a privileged few get the 
opportunity to walk along the pristine 
fairways & hallowed grounds of the 
Augusta National Golf Club. 

Our tour has limited spaces available as 
many have been reserved already. 


The US Masters Tour package includes: 

• AN flights (ex Auckland) 

• AN transfers 

• 10 nights accommodation (4.5 to 5 star) 

• Attend 3 days of The US Masters at 
Augusta National 

• VIP access to a hospitality area whilst at 
The Masters (all food and drinks included) 

• Play 5 rounds of golf at top courses that 
include the famed Pebble Beach Golf Links 

• Fun golf competition 

• Welcome evening and final dinner 

• Time for shopping and sight-seeing 

• Non-golfers welcome 


Enquire now to reserve your spot - don't leave your best Bucket List dreams unfulfilled. 

Call Bucket List Tours now on 0800 1200 60, or email team@bucketlisttours.co.nz 


Bucket 


List 


Tours 


www.bucketlisttours.co.nz 




REVAMP 

RECEIVES PLAUDITS 


T he long anticipated reopening 
of Laguna Phuket Golf Club 
in Thailand has been nnet 
with a positive response 
from players who tried out 
the revamped layout. More 
than 600 golfers sampled the Paul Jansen 
redesigned course recently, the first time 
since July 2013 all 18 holes have been in play. 

Director of Golf Paul Wilson said the club 
was overwhelmed by the response. 

“We knew many local Phuket, Thailand- 
based and overseas golfers were keenly 
anticipating the reopening, but the 
enthusiasm and participation far exceeded 
expectations. The comments about the 
course redesign have been especially 
pleasing. Everyone has remarked how much 
more visually interesting and thought- 
provoking it has become and how much they 
love the new holes. We are really excited 
about the future.” 

Canadian-based designer Paul Jansen, who 
worked with Sir Nick Faldo to create Laguna 
Lang Co in Vietnam, has given Laguna Phuket 
a facelift that promises to make it one of the 
leading courses in Thailand. He has reversed 
the front and back nine holes, accentuated 


water features and contours and built several 
stunning new holes. 

“In making changes to the original course, 

I wanted to create a story full of adventure,” 
Jansen explained. “I want golfers to explore the 
property and discover the many outstanding 
features, as I did through the design and build 
stages. This has been achieved and the course 
is now more strategic and memorable.” 

At a little more than 6700yds off the back 
tees, sound strategy is needed to negotiate 
through the many unique features and water 
on the course. 

As well as the course redesign and the 
addition of cart paths, there also has been 
significant investment in off-course facilities. 
Locker rooms and the pro shop have been 
remodelled and the practice area enhanced 
with a full-length driving range staffed by 
PGA professionals. 

With 1200 on-site hotel and villa rooms 
- in internationally renowned brands 
including Banyan Tree, Angsana, Dusit Thani 
and Outrigger - the Laguna Phuket resort 
complex has traditionally supplied a third 
of the golf course’s customer base, a level 
expected to increase as more visiting golfers 
make the resort their base in Phuket. 



BALI ON A HIGH 

Bali’s newest five-star resort, 
Centara Grand Villas Nusa 
Dua, has joined the island’s golf 
tourism marketing collective, 
Bali GohParadise.The exclusive 
1 4-pool vOla complex joins Pan 
Pacific Nirwana Bali Resort as 
a hotel/resort member of the 
group of golf courses, hotels 
and resorts. 

Bali’s three leading golf 
courses - Nirwana GG, New 
Kuta GG and the recently 
remodelled Bab National GG - 
as weU as Pan Pacific Nirwana 
Bab Resort are foundation 
members of the cooperative. 

Gentara Grand Vibas Nusa 
Dua’s entry to the cobective 
means gobers have a high-end 
option in the popular Nusa 
Dua area, close to two of the 
island’s top gob courses and 
1 5 minutes from Ngurah Rai 
international afrport. 

TIMELY MOVE 

Gobasian, south-east Asia’s 
leading dedicated gob tourism 
operator, has rejoined the 
International Association of Gob 
Tour Operators (lAGTO) after 
a two-year absence. The move 
comes at an important time for 
the company and gob tourism in 
Asia, the world’s fastest growing 
market for travebing gobers. 

More than one million 
gobers are expected to travel 
to and within Asia in 20 1 5, with 
Thaband, Vietnam, Malaysia, 
Indonesia and Ghina leading 
the high level of activity 

lAGTO managing director 
Peter Walton said Gobasian 
is rejoining lAGTO at the 
begbnbng of an expected 
record-breaking year for the 
London-based organisation and 
gob tourism worldwide. 

“On January 1, lAGTO 
reached 2250 member 
companies in 98 countries for 
the first tbne and its 567 gob 
tour operator members saw 
sales grow to over $US2.5 
bblion in 20 1 4, the third year of 
consecutive growth.’’ 
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TERRACE 

OWNS 


CAMTESeyRY 


NEW ZEALAND 



Mountain Magic 

AT TERRACE DOWNS RESORT 



Make your next escape one you’ll never forget! Enjoy luxury accommodation with 
spectacular views, a round of golf on one of New Zealand’s top courses, and a delicious 
meal in a rustically luxurious clubhouse. Enhance your stay with exciting activities ranging 
from horseback riding to sky diving, and pamper yourself in the indulgent day spa. 

Only one hour from Christchurch, Terrace Downs has so much to offer, and there’s 
something for everyone! Contact us today to plan your escape. 


PHONE (03) 318 6943 

i nfo@terracedowns.co. nz I jffacebook.com/terracedownsresort 

www.terracedowns.co.nz 





To play Muriwai 

is to play golf as nature intended. 


A True Links Course situated approximately 40 minutes from 
Auckland City on the ruggedly beautiful West Coast 

Full facilities available including: 

• electric carts • pull trundlers ^ ^ 

• hire clubs • catering and bar service 7 days 

Memberships available. 

Group, company and casual golfers welcome. 


MURIWAI 

GOLF LINKS 


Call 0800 Muriwai 

Coast, Road Muriwai 

Ph +64 9 41 1 8454 

Fax +64 9 411 7123 

email: muriwaishop@golf.co.nz 



PROTECT THE 
HAND THAT 
DOESNT 
WEAR 
A GLOVE. 

KNOCKABOUT 
GLOVES PREVENT 
PREMATURE AGEING OE 
HANDS AND POSSIBLE SKIN CANCER. 


Ph: 021 487 214 • sales@inplaygolf.co.nz • Skype: inplaygolfandleisurewear 


www.inplaygolf.co.nz 



The p Ik 

FourStar 


Golf Cruiser 


FREEPHONE 

0800 000 605 


Electric 

Vehicles 

Enzed 


A division of: 
Mobility Scooters Manawatu Ltd 
222 Ruahine Street, Terrace End 
Palmerston North, 0800 000 605 
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per person per night inci GST (share twin basis) 

Includes accommodation and a round of golf 


0800 426 453 

www.angleseamotel.co.nz 

36 Liverpool Street, Hamilton 


Love Golf and Travel 



Make what you love your business. This outbound golf tour 
operator delivers customer satisfaction, an attractive surplus 
and an enviable business lifestyle. Has valuable, established 
travel and international golf course connections and a high 
re-book rate from the New Zealand customer database. 
Operates from a home office. Current owners retiring after 
10 years and will provide sound vendor assistance and 
support for the new owner. 

Asking Price: $220,000 
Location: Nationwide 
linkbusiness.co.nz/1 8385 


Tony Andrew 

LINK Auckland, Ellerslie 

Link Business Broking Ltd (Lie REAA08) 


Mobile: 021 938 560 
DDI:09 555 6035 
tonya@linkbusiness.co.nz 


©LIIK 


The authority on selling businesses 



IniHaiiiari 


Featunng: 


8 Nights 

From $ 3 ^ 949 * 

per person including airline 
taxes and levies, share twin 

(6 nights Maui, 2 nights Honolulu, 
return coach transfers in Honolulu) 


tvorldtravellers 

Christchurch 


For full booking details and brochure please contact: 
christchurch@worldtravellers.co.nz or Phone: 03 961 6862 
World Travellers Christchurch City 

Level 1, 538 Wairakei Road, Harewood, Christchurch 8053 Tel: 0800 27 27 20 

www.worldtravellerschristchurch.co.nz 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS. Prices are based on per person/share twin, economy class flights from Auckland to Honolulu and Maui return with Hawaiian Airlines. Full 
payment is due within 72 hours of confirmation. Prices are based on payment by cash/cheque or EFTPOS, a credit card surcharge applies for payment by credit 
card. Airfares are non-refundable and non-transferable once paid for and name changes are not permitted, "pick up and drop off rental car at Kahului Airport, 
Maui - Chevrolet Aveo or similar. Subject to space available and blackout dates. Please contact a World Travellers Christchurch consultant for further information. 
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SEARCHING 
FOR 
PERFECTION 


W hile most juniors I see today 
sport the latest Rickie Fowler 
haircut or cover themselves in 
swooshes to be a little more 
Rory Mcllroy, I have a confession 
to make - 1 am utterly obsessed 
with the late Ben Hogan. 

I’m pretty sure I’ve read every piece of literature 
devoted to him and have seen every piece of footage of 
him made public. My bedspread would be a giant version 
of him holding the finish of his famous 1-iron shot at 
Merion if only my wife would sign off on it. 

There are lots of things to admire about Hogan. 

His tale of dogged perseverance and persistence 
which ultimately lead to the mastery of his craft and 
domination of the game is nothing short of remarkable. 

But in truth, what really draws countless golfers to him, 
me included, is his golf swing. His move is mesmerising. 

I’ve only had the privilege of viewing grainy images, 
the majority in black and white, but there is something 
timeless about his golf swing. It has a fast rhythm yet 
effortless grace, it oozes power and precision. 

There is something else that adds to the mystique 
of Hogan’s swing. He said he had a secret. To the mere 
mortal it looks and sounds like he was a man who had 
discovered perfect. 

As we stand now, in 2015, technology has changed 
the landscape of golf, to the point where greats such as 
Jones, Hogan, Nelson and Snead would probably barely 
recognise it. 


We have space metal in drivers, satellites help us 
differentiate a front pin from a back one and high-speed 
cameras allow us to take a movement that lasts a little 
over a second and break it into 100 separate frames for 
the purposes of evaluation. 

The other day I was hitting balls with 
the assistance of TrackMan, the launch 
monitor of choice on the PGA Tour. Part 
Doppler radar, part Voodoo/magic, it’s a 
machine that measures all parts of a ball flight, 
spitting out a barrage of numbers every time you 
take a swipe at the pesky white pill. 

Clubhead speed, smash factor, dynamic loft, face 
angle... there are 26 parameters in all. I got the distinct 
feeling my lack of an Aerospace engineering degree 
rendered me not smart enough to be allowed to stand 
within 100ft of it. 

Surely, if ever there was a time where we could 
decipher the Hogan Code and unlock the formula of 
perfect it would be today, with machines like this one. 

But here’s the catch. As much as I point towards 
him inspiring me as a player or that I consider his 
book Modern Fundamentals to 
be the Bible when it comes to golf 
instruction, the truth is that while I 
love watching the way the man went 
about striking the ball, I think Hogan’s 
motion has done people more harm 
than good over the years. 

Don’t get me wrong; there are plenty of things in his 
swing worth trying to emulate, but 
the notion that his swing, or anybody 
else’s, is perfect is beyond false. 

I love using technology to teach 
people how to play golf better. I’ll 
use every tool I can if I think it serves 
a purpose. But nowadays, with the amazing amounts 
of technology available and accessible to everyone, it 
seems to me that the myth of perfection and, similarly, 
the magic bullet ‘secret’ are being perpetuated more 
than ever. Yet, despite all these ‘improvements’ golfers as 
a whole aren’t getting any better. 

You only have to look at the likes of Furyk, Garcia, Els, 
Trevino, Couples and Mcllroy, all great champions with 
vastly different methods, to realise there is no such thing 
as one size fits all. 

jimmy Walker, a guy somewhat reminiscent of Hogan 
in that he’s a relatively late bloomer, has an idiosyncratic 
move. Right now he’s on a tear. 

While so much has changed over the generations, 
when it comes to the formula for playing golf, well, more 
things haven’t. 

So, don’t fall for the ‘three easy payments of $29.95’, 
the ‘only six minutes a day’, or the simply ‘clip the 
Thingamajig onto the end of your grip and voila’. 

No one wants to hear it, but becoming great at 
golf takes hours and hours of practice. It takes rolling 
in boring little three-footers one after the other until 
day becomes night. It takes going through periods of 
hooking and then slicing, hitting the ball high then low 
and coming to your own understanding of how and why 
you were doing what. It takes playing great and playing 
lousy and learning from both. 

Do all of this and with a bit of luck, you’ll 
develop a swing that’s perfect... for you. It only 
took Ben Hogan 35 years. © 


DOUG 

BATTY 

New Zealand 
US-based golf 
professional, 
US Open 
qualifier 2009 
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WE PLANTED VINES, 
WHICH GREW 
INTO A FAMILY TREE, 

Samuel Smith planted Yalumba’s first vines in 1849 and wine has been 
an integral part of his family ever since. Five generations of Samuel’s 
descendants have lived and breathed the business, which is today the 
oldest family-owned winery in Australia. A lot has changed in 165 years. 
The winery has grown substantially and there are a lot more people 
around. But one thing that will never change is the family atmosphere. 
Whether they have Smith in their last name or not, every single person 
who works atYalumba is part of the family. Because everyone is here 
for the love of wine. Y jyj 
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From the name that's always delivered distance through 
speed, comes the first fairway woods we've ever made 
with driver- like launch conditons. 

The name says it all. taylormadegolfco.nz 

^aylorMade^ j ^MadeofSpeed 
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